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PREFACE. 


CusTO.Ar  has  established  the  necessity  of  introducing-  a 
work  to  its  readers,  through  the  medium  of  a  preface. 
Conforming-  to  the  rule,  the  remarks  offered  will  be  of  an 
historical  character,  as  the  present  work  refers  to  a  period 
in  history  that  has  re\erberated  throughout  the  civilised 
world,  revealing  the  dissimilar  attributes  of  humanity, 
worthy  the  calm  consideration  of  the  philosopher,  states- 
man, and  private  individual,  as  furnishing  important 
lessons  in  political  wisdom.  The  period  is  that  of  the 
Great  French  Revolution.  The  subject,  the  veritable 
fate  of  Louis  Charles,  Dauphin  of  France,  son  of  Louis 
XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette. 

Luprimis,  attention  is  directed  to  the  illustrious  list  of 
meritorious  names  that  ennoble  the  historical  pages  of  all 
countries,  who   have   experienced   prejudice  and  bigotry 
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in  dispelling  abuses  and  fallacies,  yet ;  whose  theories  are 
now  universally  accepted.  Legion  might  be  named  who 
have  manfully  and  successfully  rectified  the  hallucinations 
and  prejudices  of  their  predecessors  and  contemporaries. 

The  cause  of  Louis  XVI L  is  but  the  repetition  of 
history.  It  is  not  the  inconsistency  of  the  pretensions 
that  are  opposed,  but;  the  principles  and  special  party 
interests,  involved  under  its  significance. 

What  is  the  case  in  the  France  of  the  present  day,  and 
what  has  it  been  since  1792  ?  Divided  and  subdivided 
into  factions.  The  Legitimists,  fostering  the  hope  of  re- 
suscitating the  legitimate  succession,  in  the  person  of  the 
Count  de  Chambord — the  Orleanists,  the  Count  de 
Paris — the  Napoleonists,  the  Prince  Imperial — the  Re- 
publicans, an  elective  presidency,  and  popular  agitators 
the  spoils  of  chance.  These  are  distinct  antagonistic 
parties,  each  struggling  for  precedence,  who  have  a  special 
political  interest  in  assenting  in  the  fallacy  of  Louis  XYII.'s 
demise  in  the  Temple,  for  no  other  motive:  than  clique 
emolument. 

History  emphatically  confirms  the  interregnum  from 
I  789  till  the  accession  of  Bonaparte  as  one  of  most  per- 
nicious and  disastrous  consequence.  Tyranny  usurped 
the  executive  power,  whilst  fear  and  lamentation  were 
attributes  with  all,  except :  desperadoes.      Under   Bona- 
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parte  Europe  was  convulsed.  Needless  warfare  exacted 
the  llower  of  France  for  the  especial  gratification  and 
ambition  of  a  military  despot.  Bonaparte's  power  ended, 
then  the  Restoration  in  the  person  of  the  long-exiled 
Count  de  Provence  as  Louis  XVIII.  At  his  decease 
the  Count  d'Artois  succeeded  as  Charles  X.,  who  sub- 
sequently abdicated  in  favour  of  his  grandson,  the  Duke 
de  Bordeaux.  Orleanism,  however,  supplanted  him. 
Revolution  nominated  Louis  Philippe,  King  of  the 
French,  not,  ''King  of  France'^'  and  ultimately  ob- 
liged him  to  relinquish  regality  and  make  off  with  all 
possible  speed.  The  fate  of  his  sire,  the  regicide  "Egalite 
Philippe,"  Due  d'Orleans,  v;as  an  unpleasant  reminis- 
cence and  prompted  a  precipitate  retreat  from  the  capital. 
Philosophy  succeeded,  but  soon  made  way  for  the  tradi- 
tionary name  of  Bonaparte,  which  brought  Louis  Napo- 
leon to  the  fore,  as  President  of  a  Republic.  Ambition 
converted  the  Republic  Into  an  Empire,  which  internal 
dissension  overthrew.  Dictators  and  Presidents  have 
reigned  since,  and  In  1876  a  modern  Republic  essays  Its 
panacea.  Should  It  prove  Itself  moderate.  Ingenuous, 
prudent,  and  just,  It  will  meet  heart}-  and  sincere  support. 
Time  alone  will  record  whether  its  s)-stcm  is  advantageous 
or  otherwise,  and  in  what  Its  practical  superiorit}-.  Un- 
fortunately, its  opening   seances  have  acknowledged  and 
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ratitied,  that  crc  now;  should  be  obsolete  party  animosity. 
The  unscrupulous  invalidation  of  parliamentary  elections 
resorted  to  by  the  majority,  and  wholesale  relegating  into 
private  life  men  of  eminence,  regardless  of  equity,  is  not 
a  reassuring  sign.  Systematic  vengeance  has  been  the 
political  code.  No  generosity,  no  magnanimity,  but 
ostracism  where  political  tenets  differed.  The  triumph 
of  the  Republican  system,  should  it  pursue  a  reign  of  in- 
tolerance, will  be  very  questionable.  If  history  errs  not, 
its  sagacity  will  be  severely  tried  in  moderating  in  its 
members  the  impetus  to  ambition,  thence  the  jealousies, 
intrigues,  and  implacable  divisions  rife  in  society.  In 
an  hereditary  monarchical  succession  it  is  otherwise,  for 
that  principle  was  established  for  the  security,  interest, 
prosperity,  and  peace  of  all  classes  of  soclct}-,  as  a  Nation's 
defence  against  powerful  and  ambitious  aspirants,  who, 
in  the  haphazard  regality  s}-stem,  are  continually  vigilant 
in  intriguing  for  supreme  power.  Whatever  may  be  the 
demerits  of  an  Hereditary  Monarchy,  it  is  superlative])' 
preferable  to  parliamentar)-  manoeuvring  for  state  supre- 
mac)-,  and  that  insuperable  sighing  and  pandering  for  the 
vox-populi,  so  characteristic  with  the  blatant-blarney 
orator,  whose  cajolery  offers  Utopia  to  the  unwar)',  but 
who  too  often  substitutes  as  a  final  legacy,  deception  and 
desolation. 
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Living  celebrities  in  contemporaneous  literati,  who  en- 
dorse the  French  revolutionary  government  of  1 795' 
political  expedient  of  Louis  XVI L's  demise  in  the 
Temple,  should  retlect  on  what  material  proof  it  is 
guaranteed.  The  lineal  descendant  of  Louis  XVIL 
will  never  be  obstinate  against  unimpeachable  evidence, 
when  the  same  is  produced,  "  not  inferred^''  but  cannot 
accept  inference  "  solely  "  as  fact.  However,  error  and 
bigotry  must  sooner  or  later  give  place  to  enlightenment, 
for  fallacy  is  but  a  spectre,  that  fears  the  ordeal  of  com- 
mon sense. 

The  voice  of  reason  peremptorily  demands  the  1795 
expedient  of  Louis  XVI L's  death  at  the  Temple,  should 
be  unmasked,  and  with  that  special  object  in  view,  the 
present  work  is  offered,  for  public  consideration. 

AUGUSTE  DE  BOURBON. 

LoxDOX,  AVianbcr,  1S76. 

P.S. — It  has  seemed  desirable  to  publish  in  the  pre- 
sent volume  a  patriotic  song,  entitled  "  Vrjj  li  Liberie 
Fraugaise,'''  the  words  and  music  by  Louis  XVIL,  see 
page  123. 
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THE 

TOWER  OF  THE  TEMPLE  AT  PARIS, 

FROM    1792  TILT-  1795. 

I. 

THE  DAUnilN  MYSTERY  EXPLAINED. 


The  France  of  to-day,  with  its  multitudinous  aspi-  Thehcrcdi- 

tary  succt;:i- 

rants  for  supreme  power  and  systematic  chaotic  f^^^"^_ 
poHtical  combinations,  has  prompted  the  following 
concise  history  of  Louis  XVI L,  the  proclaimed, 
but  uncrowned  ;  Kinp-  of  France."  Divergent 
opinions  exist  respecting  his  true  history.  The 
legitimate  succession,  by  imprescriptible  right, 
being  involved   under   its  significance,  renders  a 

■■''  This  note  is  given,  to  deter  those  ;  wlio  pretend  to  ignore 
(most  inconsistently)  the  remembrance  of  a  Louis  XVIL,  King 
of  France.  However,  there  was  a  Louis  X\Tn.  After  the 
execution  of  Louis  X\T.,  liis  son,  then  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower 
of  the  Tcm}jle,  was  proclaimed  in  tlie  usual  manner.  Cer- 
tainly not  by  the  Revolutionary  Government  of  Paris  of  1793, 
but  ;  by  the  Royalist  army — the  I'anigrcs — the  orderly  portion 
of  I'rance,  v/ho  dared  have  a  free  voice  on  the  subject,  (which, 
was  not  permitted  on  French  soil,)  and  recognised  by  the 
puissant  Powers. — See  Lckard's  "  Mcinoircs  Uistorlqucs  sur 
Louis  Xl'J/.^'  p.  131. 

I 


tlie  Temple. 
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Strict  impartiality  necessary,  (irrespective  of  pre- 
conceived notions  on  the  subject,)  in  pronouncing 
matic'imi     judgment  on   the    present   historical  details,   the 
portance.     gyj^jg^Qg  offcred ;  being  sufficient  to  demand  the 
serious  attention  of  France,  and  the  diplomatic 
consideration  of  the  European  Powers. 
Diplomacy.       Diplomacy,  under  certain  contingencies,  has  a 
convenient  method  of  overruling  truth,  if  State 
eiviculouis  policy  desires  it.      Nevertheless  ;  loyalty  succeeded 
escape  from  [vi  effccting  tho  Hberatiou  of  Louls  XVII.  from  the 

the  Temple. 

Temple,  and  justice  now  imperatively  demands,  the 
political  expedient  of  1795,  should  be  unmasked. 
Flmi^"'^;^'  In  August,  1792,  the  Royal  Family  of  France 
were  incarcerated  in  the  Temple,  at  Paris.  Then 
followed  that  ever-memorable  royal  heroic  resig- 
nation maintained  against  misdirected  malice,  which 
exacted,  as  a  victim,  the  life  of  Louis  XVI.,  who 
ascended  the  scaffold  on  the  21st  January,  1793. 
Sorrow  and  care  then  laid  their  inexorable  burdens 
on  the  royal  captives,  whilst  sympathy  and  devo- 
tion whispered  at  times  persuasive  hopes  to  the 
unfortunate  Marie  Antoinette  of  deliverance ;  for 
courage — yes  !  indomitable  courage  and  fidelity — 
found  an  echo  in  the  heart  of  more  than  one 
'  Municipal,'  whose  loyalty  and  indefatigable  per- 
severance in  endeavouring  to  rescue  the  Royal 
Family  from  their  foes,  will  be  memorably  re- 
corded to  the  remotest  posterity. 
erai  lu   July,    1793,  a  rumour  became  current  that 

General    Dillon,    intended,    by    a   coup   d'etat,    to 


(; 

Dillon 
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rescue  the  Royal  Family  from  the  Temple,  and 
proclaim  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.  '  King,'  under  the 
regency  of  Marie  Antoinette,  during  his  minority. 
This  rumour  occasioned  the  General's  arrest,  and 
the  separation  of  the  Dauphin  from  his  mother. 
The  young  King  was  then  consigned  to  the  custody  i^,;"^;,;^,V'^- 
of  one,  'Simon,'  "  (a  shoemaker,)"  whose  extreme""'""'' 
civism  had  rendered  him  conspicuous,  and  strongly 
recom.mended  him  to  the  notice  of  Marat  and 
Robespierre,  whose  influence  procured  him  the 
guardianship  of  the  young  King  at  the  Temple, 
with  a  salary  of  500  francs  a  month. 

Thus   writes    Louis    XVIL    in    his   '' AiLtobio-^-^su,-^ 

Autobio-^rn. 

graphy',^  (published  at  Ridgway's,  Piccadilly,  Lon- p'^=j'_'j 
don.)  in  the  introductory  paragraph:  ''It  vnist  dc^"" 
distinctly  -understood  that  all  recollections,  as  miich 
as  possible,  have  been  destroyed  in  vie,  regarding 
suck  a  place  as  the  Toiler  of  t lie  Temple!' 

Fourdaysafterthe  Dauphin  had  been  placed  under  Kumourof 
Simon's  custody,  a  report  was  circulated  in  Paris,  Escape.' 
that,  notwithstanding  the  arrest  of  General  Dillon 
and  his  accomplices,  the  deliverance  of  Louis  XVIL 
had  been  accomplished — as  he  had  been  seen  on 
the  boulevards  and  carried  in  triumph  to  St.  Cloud. 
The  guard  at  the  Temple,  on  inquiry,  declared  it 
had  not  seen   Louis   XVIL   since   he    had    been  Peputr,t;,.n 

fruinthr 

under  Simon's  charge.  The  Committee  of  Public  ^^f^.Xi'f' 
Safety,  on  account  of  this  disquieting  report,  ii^c Ten'iio 
"  7th    |ul\-,"  sent  a  deputation   to  the   Teirplc  to 


ory 

raiih. 
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make  an  official  inquiry  respecting  the  Dauphin's 
safety.  On  its  arrival  the  Dauphin  was  taken 
into  the  garden ;  for  the  guard  to  verify  his  safe 
custody. 
r^pon'tothe  The  official  statement  made  by  '  Drouet'  to  the 
comxluion.;  National  Convention  respecting  the  visit  to  the 
Temple  was : — 

"  Some  evil-disposed  or  senseless  persons  have 
been  pleased  to  spread  a  report  that  Capet's  son 
had  escaped  and  had  been  carried  in  triumph  to 
Saint-Cloud.  Although  they  were  convinced  of 
the  impossibility  of  such  an  escape,  your  Committee 
of  Public  Safety  directed  us,  Maure,  Chabot, 
Dumont,  and  myself,  to  make  an  official  report  of 
the  presence  of  the  prisoner.  We  repaired  to  the 
Temple  accordingly,  and,  in  the  first  apartment, 
found  Capet's  son  quietly  playing  at  draughts  with 
his  mentor,  &:c.,  &c." — Le  iMoiiitcitr,  Paris,  9th 
July,  1793. 

ni"<^ce.  The  following  narration,  in  the  Meves  "  Louis 

XVII.  AiitobiograpJiyl'  will  account  for  the  above 
circumstance  :  "  One  afternoon  I  recollect  being 
taken  out  by  Simon  and  his  wife  to  the  house  of 
some  friends  of  theirs.  Whilst  there,  the  lady  of  the 
house  took  me  into  her  petit  cabinet,  and  gave  me 
some  delicious  comfiturc.  Before  her  leaving  tliii 
room,  she  placed  the  jar  containing  tlie  comfiture 
on  the  upper  shelf  of  the  cupboard,  and  left  me 
alone.  After  she  had  been  gone  some  time,  I  got 
upon  a  chair  to  get  some  more  of  the  comfiturc 
but,  being  unable  to  reach  it,   I   mounted  a  higli 
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round  box,  and  in  attempting  to  reach  the  shelf,  I 
overturned  the  box  and  fell  on  the  floor.  The 
noise  brought  the  company  into  the  room.  Upon 
leaving  the  house  I  was  mounted  on  Simon's 
shoulders,  and  beijan  slncrincr.  This  attracted  a 
crowd,  which  followed,  cheering  us,  across  the 
Pont  Neuf,  till  we  came  to  the  entrance  of  the 
Temple." 

Certain  incidents  are  narrated  in  the  ''  Atttobio-  ■^''''r^'-'^"'^^ 

at  the 

g'rap/iy,"   as   reminiscences    of  the  Tower  of  the^'"'"^'"' 
Temple  ;  amongst  these,  the  following  : 

"  Simon  used  to  take  me  up  the  winding  stair- 
case, into  which  the  door  led  from  the  parlour,  to 
a  large-sized  room  at  the  top  of  the  building.  The 
centre  of  this  strangely-built  room,  was  remarkably 
high,  being  of  a  conical  shape.  A  swing  was 
fastened  to  a  beam  in  the  cone,  and  in  this  room 
it  was,  that  Simon  used  to  make  me  swing  and  run 
as  fast  as  I  could.  On  one  occasion  another  boy 
was  present,  who,  after  I  had  finished  swinging, 
took  my  place  ;  but,  upon  his  attempting  to  strike 
the  side  of  the  cone  with  his  feet,  as  I  had  done, 
to  gain  greater  velocity,  he,  by  accident,  struck  the 
hooks  which  held  the  tube  that  conveyed  the 
smoke  from  the  iron  stove,  and  down  came  a  por- 
tion of  the  worm-eaten  tube,  and  with  it,  the  soot, 
the  accumulation  of  years." 

Another    incident    is: — "Simon,   whilst   enter- ^'"^r"  •"'^- 

'  the  Uau- 

taining  some  company  at  the  Temiple,  having  a'""' 
napkin   in   his  hand   at   the    time,    flirted   it,  and 
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Struck  the  Dauphin  on  his  left  cheek,  which  occa- 
sioned a  wound." 
Iccou,u'of'       Lamartine   thus  writes  in  his  ''History  of  the 

an  incident  '    ^_,  .  ;  •         >> 

with  Simon   (jrirondists    : — 

and  the 
Dauphin. 

"  Simon  made  the  Dauphin  wait  upon  him  at 
table,  himself  seated,  the  former  standing.  One 
day  in  cruel  sport  he  nearly  tore  an  eye  from  the 
Dauphin's  head,  by  striking  him  on  the  face  with 
a  knotted  towel."* 

phin'^p-"        The  Dauphin,  however,  narrates  in  his  "Antodio- 

collection  of  r>jiii  11  •  r     r^  •  i* 

Simon.       graphy     he  had  no  recollection  of  hmion  havmg 
"ueuy'to     ever  wilfully  ill-treated  him.     Once  in  the  Temple 

theDauphir.  ■,■>-■>  •.  .  .  -, 

he  describes  havino:  incurred  severe  treatment 
from  one  Hebert,  who  endeavoured  to  ensnare 
him  in  a  calumnious  accusation  against  the 
noble  and  heroic  Marie  Antoinette,  the  purport 
of  which,  he  could  not  then  comprehend.  Instinct, 
however,  suggested  it  was  some  stratagem  to  harm 
his  mother.  He  refused  to  sign  some  papers  as 
requested ;  and  upon  Hcbcrt  finding  himself 
foiled,  in  his  rage  he  thrust  the  Dauphin  against 
the  door  leading  to  the  upper  chambers,  which 
occasioned  a  wound  over  his  left  eye.f 
iy^.^imprS"  This  uncalled  for  brutality,  in  the  Dauphin's 
ing  .M.-idaiuc  opinioii.was  the  incentive  that  aroused  the  natural 

Simon.  *■ 

woman's  nature  in  INIadame  Simon,  to  save  him  ; 
whenever  a  fair  opportunity  occurred. 

On    the     ist    August,    1793,    the  unfortunate 

*  See  ^'Autobiography  0/ Louis  XVLJ.,"  pp.  2  and  2y). 

t  For  oft'icial  Medical  Certificates, sec  pp.  109, 1 1 2, 1 15  and  1 1 S. 
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Marie  Antoinette  was  removed  from  the  Temple -^I/'hcAm- 

'■  toineltc  ut 

to  the  prison  of  the  Conciergerie.      This  being-  a  [lie  cdnucr-^ 
pubhc  prison,  a  ijreater  chance  existed  to  release  „ 

i  r  '  t.  Plans  for  her 

her  than  when  she  was  confined  in  the  Temple,  "'"f'"" 
Many  Royalists  penetrated  to  her  cell,  and  several 
plans  were  contemplated.  Amongst  these  was 
one  undertaken  by  an  English  lady,  a  Mrs. 
Atkyns,  of  Kettringham  Hall,  Norfolk,  (whose 
ancestors  had  been  stanch  adherents  to  the 
Stuarts,)  and  the  Marquis  of  Bonneval.  The 
Queen  refused  the  proffered  service,  unless  she 
could  be  accompanied  by  her  children.  This  being 
impossible  to  accomplish,  Mrs.  Atkyns  returned 
to  England,  and  the  Marquis  of  Bonneval  to  his 
mother's  chateau  in  Normandy.  About  this  time  i^'juc^t"^'"' * 
Tom  Paine,  then  a  member  of  the  French  National 
Convention,  had  written  a  letter  to  a  lady  friend 
of  his  in  London,  to  bring  to  Paris  a  deaf  and 
dumb  boy,  for  an  express  purpose.  This  lady  and 
Mrs.  !\Ieves  were  confidential  friends,  and  together 
they  endeavoured  to  procure  such  a  boy,  but  were 
unsuccessful.  The  purport  of  the  request  cominof  Mr.  mcvc. 
to  Mr.  IMeves's  ears,  and. he  having  a  son  in  very 
delicate  health,  who  was  born  in  France  in  1 785,  he 
determined  to  take  him  to  Paris,  with  the  object 
of  substituting  him  for  the  Dauphin,  at  the 
Temple. 

The  likelihood  of  Mr.  Meves  parting  with  his  E.xpianaiion. 
son  for  such  a  purpose,  seems  at  first,  very  impro- 
bable.    The    following   explanation,    however,    is 
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offered:  "After  the  supposed  marriage  of  Miss 
Crowley  with  Mr.  Meves,  a  son  was  born  in  France, 
in  1785;  and  subsequently  a  daughter.  Mrs. 
Meves's  eldest  sister  had  married  a  rich  English 
gentleman,  on  whose  decease  she  inherited  the 
whole  of  his  valuable  property,  consisting  chiefly 
in  mines.  She  subsequently  married  again.  When 
Mrs.  Meves's  sister  learnt  the  connection  her 
younger  sister  had  made,  and,  being  the  mother 
of  two  children,  she  was  much  displeased,  and 
curtailed  an  annuity  she  had  hitherto  allowed  her 
from  ^200,  to  ^40.  Apparently  this  reduction 
was  made  on  account  of  her  not  being  thoroughly 
convinced  of  her  sister's  marriage.  Subsequently 
a  disagreement  arose  between  Mrs.  Meves's  sister 
and  her  husband  respecting  the  management  of 
the  property,  the  result  being,  on  her  decease,  she 
bequeathed  her  considerable  property  to  an  ap- 
pointed heir,  and  to  her  sister's  children  ^1000 
each.  The  suggestion  follows  :  "  Was  Augustus 
jNIcvcs  the  offspring  of  wedlock  or  no  Y'  If  illegi- 
timate, would  that  account  for  Mr.  Meves  parting 
with  his  son ;  likewise,  of  Mrs.  Meves's  sister 
leaving  her  property  to  an  appointed  heir,  in  pre- 
mI^v"."''?/"  ference  to  her  sister  s  son  }  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meves, 
rangcmciub.  pj-^^^.j^^^  '^^^  ^-j-^^^   ycar    I/Sq,   liad  lived  separatel)-, 

Mrs.    Meves    having   the    entire    charge    of    her 
daughter,  and  Mr,  Meves  that  of  his  son. 
Mr.Mev«        It  was  Mr.  Meves  himself,  totally  unknown  to 

t:i;CC--  Ins  son  '  J 

Mrs.  Meves,  who  resolved  to  proceed  to  France,  on 
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the  intimation  rccciv^ed,  with  his  son;  and  he  there 
placed  him  in  certain  hands,  who  substituted  him  ;^,".;^.''-I,' 
for  the  caiDtive  Kinir.     After  his  arrival  in  Paris  fnVi'.'!uu 

.  .  ,  ,  X\ll    aillic 

he  chained  admittance  into  the  Queen's  cell  at  the '['=""''^- 
prison  of  the   Conciergerie,   where  he  made  the  Aluoi„c'uc' 

,  ill  ihf.'  Oju- 

illustrious  sufferer  a  vow  of  secrecy  respecting  her  ticr-cric. 
son,  which  he  kept  to  the  end  of  his  existence. 
And  that  secret  was  :  in  the  event  of  ]\Ir.  ]\Ieves's 
plan  succeeding  in  gaining  possession  of  the  young 
King  from  the  Temple,  he  should  be  subsequently 
brought  up  in  utter  ignorance,  as  to  his  true  origin. 
]\IaFie  Antoinette,  in  the  sorrow  of  her  heart,  pre- 
ferred rather  to  secure  her  son's  happiness,  than 
the  burden  of  a  crown.'''' 

Public  curiosity  being  concentrated  to  the  Con-  ^''"'^ 


XVII. 

(Jelivcr.uic 


cierorerie  durinc,^  the  Queen's  mock-trial  in  Qctober,  froiTthc"'' 

T  'I     .1  ■     -- 

1793,  relaxed  the  vigilance  at  the  Temple;  and  it co'"p''^h'--'i- 
was,  then,   the    Dauphin's    deliverance    was    suc- 
cessfully effected.    The  following  is  the  Dauphin's  I^^i'j^j. 
individual  recollection  of  the  circumstance:    '' It  u^clcapc. 
seems  to  my  rcilective  powers  that  I  was  lying  on 
the  sofa   in   the   parlour  of   the   small    Tower    of 
the    Temple,    and    was    awakened    by    Madame 
Simon,  saying  :  '  Votre  pere  est  arrive,  votre  pere 
est  arrive.'       She  then  aroused  nie  from  the  sofa, 
taking  the  pillow  therefrom,  and  putting  it  into  a 
kind  of  hamper-basket,  and    after  placing  mc;  on 
it,  she  covered  me  with  a  light  dress,  and  carried 
the  basket  across  the  ground.      A  coach  was  wait- 
•'■'  See  Mrs.  Meves's  statement,  p.  44. 
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ing  at  the  gate,  in  which  she  placed  the  basket, 
when  we  were  driven  to  where  Mr.  Meves  resided. 
On  our  entering  the  room  where  Mr.  Meves  was, 
who  at  the  time  was  partaking  refreshment, 
Madame  Simon  retired ;  and  I  remember  seeing  a 
well-dressed  gentleman,  but  as  he  was  not  the 
person  I  had  been  led  to  expect  to  see,  I  burst  into 
tears,  when  he  consoled  me  by  giving  me  some  of 
the  delicacies  which  he  was  partaking.  After,  I 
recollect  being  alone  in  an  open  boat,  which  was 
fastened  to  the  shore.  The  motion  of  the  boat 
alarmed  and  frightened  me,  and  I  cried  out,  when 
a  stout  woman  gave  notice  to  some  men,  who  came 
and  got  into  the  boat.  A  sail  was  hoisted.  I  was 
then  concealed  in  the  folds  of  a  larcje  travelling;- 
cloak,  and  we  proceeded  across  an  immense  expanse 
of  water,  towards  the  hospitable  coast  of  England." 
rnd"oyui-'  Evidently  the  Marquis  of  Bonneval  was  impli- 
cate? in7he"  cated  in  the  escape  of  Louis  XVII.  from  the 
Temple,  for  he  states  in  his  recorded  testimony  (see 
p.  79),  every  eftbrt  was  essayed  to  save  the  Dau- 
phin ;  access  was  obtained  to  Simon  and  Ilcbert, 
who  were  bribed,  and  the  escape  of  the  heir  was 
accomplished.'''    The  Marquis  also  states,  he  "  him- 

"■  Hcbert  was  condemned  to  death  on  the  24111  March,  1794. 
The  ruling  party  in  the  Convention  accused  Madame  la  Com- 
tesse  de  Rochechouart  and  Ilcbert  of  a  plot  for  the  escape  of 
the  Royal  Family ;  that  H chert,  as  a  reward,  had  already  re- 
ceived one  million,  paid  by  the  Allied  Princes,  and  that  another 
million  would  be  bestowed  on  him  after  the  successful  issue  of 
the  enterprise.       Couthon  accused  Hubert  at  the  Tribunal  of 
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self"  guarded  the  carriage  which  contained  the 
Dauphin  and  a  guard  of  undoubted  courage 
through  a  certain  pass  in  Normandy,  where  he 
left  the  royal  fugitive  and  his  protector,  and  then 
returned  to  the  family  chateau,  near  Elboeuf. 

In  the  ''Autobiography  of  Louis  XVI 1. 1'  p.  227,  [i1';:;'i,non 
a  singular  circumstance  is  narrated  of  a  visit  of'icmpie- 
Hcbert  to  Simon,  at  the  Temple,  on  the  21st  Sep- 
tember, 1 793,  when  a  long  conversation  ensued, 
which  is  construed  as  havino:  reference  to  the 
Dauphin's  anticipated  liberation  ;  for  on  Hebert 
taking  leave  of  Simon,  he  regarded  the  Dauphin 
and  said,  ''Very  soon,"  and  then  withdrew.  Fare- 
well words  common  and  simple  enough,  but,  con- 
sidering the  Dauphin's  liberation  was  7ui  fait 
accompli  within  three  weeks  of  their  utterance, 
seem  to  imply  (if  there  is  really  any  significance 
attached  to  them),  the  carrying  out  the  stipulations 
made  by  the  Marquis  of  Bonneval. 

In  connection  with   the  Dauphin's  deliverance  Rcmu5.-it'.s 

st.itemciu 

from   the  Temple,  the  following  deposition  of  a  Ma^d^^^^lc"' 
medical  ijentleman  was  crlven   at  the  trial  of  the  "" 
pseudo-Baron  de  Richemont,  who  called  himself 
the  son  of  Louis  XVI.  : 

"  M.  Rciiiusat — One  day  on  going  my  rounds  at 
the  hospital,  at  Parma,  a  woman  called  '  Semas,' 
who  was  in  the  hospital,  complained  of  the  regu- 


tlie  Convention  for  attemiJting  to  send  a  letter  and  a  packet  of 
fifty  gold  Louis  to  the  children  of  Capet,  for  the  object  of  tacili- 
tating  the  escape  of  the  Dauphin. 
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lations,  and  said  to  me,  *  If  my  children  were 
acquainted  with  my  position,  they  would  take  me 
from  here  soon.'  On  questioning  her,  she  replied, 
'  My  children  are  those  of  Louis  XVI.  and  Marie 
Antoinette,  whose  governess  I  was.'  I  then  ob- 
served, '  The  Dauphin  is  dead.'  '  No,  she  replied, 
'  he  lives  ;  he  was  released  from  the  Tower  of  the 
Temple  in  a  bundle  of  linen.'  Such  was  the  dis- 
closure of  this  person  to  me.  Having  inquired 
who  this  woman  was,  I  was  informed  she  was  for- 
merly the. wife  of  the  notorious  Simon,  the  keeper 
of  the  children  of  Louis  XVI.,  at  the  Tower  of 
the  Temple.  When  I  learnt  her  former  actual 
capacity,  I  then  fully  understood  her  words. 

"  M.  le  President — At  what  time  did  this  cir- 
cumstance occur  ? 

"J/.  ReimLsat — In  1811,  when  I  was  a  resident 
student  at  the  hospital. 

"y]/.  Ic  President — Simon  and  his  wife  quitted 
the  Temple  in  1794,  whilst  the  Prince  died  in  1795. 

'"'Baron  de  Riekemojit —  He  was  exchanged 
whilst  Simon  was  keeper  of  the  Temple,  and  was 
subsequently  confided  to  the  care  of  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon. 

"J/,  ie  President — That  assertion  is  unfortunate, 
for,  in  18 14,  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  was  the  first  to 
greet  the  royalty  of  Louis  XVIII.  (Then  address- 
ing the  witness.)  At  the  time  did  }-ou  speak  of 
this  revelation  to  any  one  ? 

"  M.  Rcnmsai — I  have  spoken  of  it  to  several 
persons,  but  I  do  not  recollect  their  iiames." — See 
''  French  papers'  of  2nd  and  3rd  November,  1834. 


Arrivnl  r;f 
I,.i.,i>XVII. 

in  K. upland. 


The  Dauphin  and  his  protector  arrived  safely  in 

England,  and  eventually  at  Mr.  Meves's  residence 

it"!Mr.^^'^'  ^^  London.     Subsequently  he  was  taken  to  Mrs. 


:u  Mr- 

Mrves's 

residence. 


Meves's  residence.      On    his    entering  the  room 
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where  Mrs.  Meves  was,  she  ran  to  embrace  him. 
This,  says  the  Dauphin,  rather  alarmed  me,  as 
Mrs.  Meves  was  then  an  entire  stranger  to 
me. 

Shortly  after  he  was  placed  at  a  day-school  and  i.ou!^  xvn. 
taught  the  English  alphabet,  and,  subsequently,  at 
a  boardiiig-school  at  Wandsworth.    Soon  after  the  Mr'^.Meve.-s 
young  King's  arrival  in  London,  Mrs,  Meves  be- ''°"" 
came  cognisant  her  own  son  had  been  the  means, 
through     substitution,    of    effecting     the     young 
Prince's  deliverance  from  the  Temple.      She  then 
determined,  if  possible,  to  effect  her  son's  release, 
through  the  expedient  of  introducing  a  deaf  and 
dumb  boy  in  his  place.    Having  procured  a  deaf  and  she  start.  ^ 
dumb  boy,  she  then  obtained  passports  for  three,  "°"^"'^- 
and  proceeded  in  the  month  of  January,  1794,  to 
Holland,  in  company  with  the  deaf  and  dumb  boy 
and   a  German   gentleman.      From    Holland,  the 
Abbe  ^Morlet  took  the  place  of  the  German,  and 
the  party  then  proceeded  to  Paris.      The  deaf  and  suistimtir.,, 

i-  J  >-  at  ihc  icm- 

dumb    boy   was  there  given  in  certain  hands  to  ''*"■ 
substitute    him    at   the   most   convenient   time   in 
Augustus  IMeves's  stead.      At  what  precise   date 
this  was  accomplished,  is  not  definitely  fixed  ;  but, 
is    suggested:     after    Jul}',    1794.       Mrs.    Meves  !;^';"';i|';'f 
did  not  stay  in  Paris  till  its  accomplishment,  but '' ^'"='"' ' 
returned  to  England  in  the  month  of  Ma}-. 

The  ?\Ieves'  interest  in  the    Roval    P^amilv  ofn.Lii.f 

'  ^  ■:■:■  .Ml-....,- 

France,  arose  thus  :  "  !Mrs.  Meves,  //^v  Crowley,  was  !;:;i;'V.'i 
educated  at  the  Convent  of  St.  Omer,  Paris.    On  her  irTice  ' 
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return  to  England  she  studied  music,  under  Linley, 
at  Bath.  In  1777  she  came  to  London  and  be- 
came the  favourite  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Italian 
Maestro,  '  Signor  Sacchini.'  Whilst  under  his 
tuition,  her  mother  died,  at  Bath.  Her  father  then 
came  to  London  and  took  his  dauQ^hter  to  Paris 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  her  in  a  convent.*  Miss 
Crowley  remained  in  Paris,  and  her  father  returned 
to  England.  In  1781  Mr.  Crowley  became  in  a 
critical  state  of  health,  and  wrote  to  his  daughter 
to  return  to  England  ;  on  her  arrival,  her  father 
was  no  more.  She  then  stayed  in  London,  having 
received  an  invitation  from  the  Dowager  Countess 
Caroline  of  Harrington.  During  the  time  she  was 
residing  with  Lady  Harrington  she  became  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  INIeves  von  Schrocder,  and  it 
was  understood  they  were  married.  After  the 
death  of  Lady  Harrington,  in  1784,  Mrs.  Meves 
left  Enfjland  and  went  to  reside  at  Paris.  Sicrnor 
Sacchini  being  then  held  in  high  estimation  at  the 
Court  of  France,  his  influence  procured  Mrs. 
Meves  an  appointment  in  the  private  service  of 
Queen  Marie  Antoinette,  at  the  Petit  Trianon." 
This  explains  the  Moves'  interest,  in  the  concerns 
of  the  Royal  Family  of  France. 

In  January,  1794,  a  decree  was  declared  law  by 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Paris,  prohibiting  the 
duties  of  a  member  of  the  Council-General  being 

*■"  See  ''  Autolioi:;raphy  of  I.citis  Xl'll.^'  p.  41,  for  letter  from 
]Mad;imc  I'Abbesse  de  rAl.>l;ayc  aii.x  IjOis  to  IMis^s  Crov\ley. 


Simriii  quit- 
the  'renipk- 
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performed  by  any  person  holding  a  paid  office 
under  Government.  Simon  became  affected  by 
this  decree,  and  civism  principles  prevailing,  en- 
forced his  reluctant  relinquishment  of  the  paid 
office  he  held  at  the  Temple.  During  his  term  of 
office  he  had  almost  cartc-blanche  power  over  the 
captive.  In  January,  1794,  Simon  took  his  fare- 
well, as  guardian  of  the  captive. 

Hubert  and  Chaumette  then  became  the  supreme  J^''^<^'^'  ^"J 
directors  at  the  Temple.  On  the  very  evening  of 'R^mpie'''" 
the  day  Simon  s  functions  ceased,  the  captive  was  ^.^ 

-'  •■■  The  captive 

confined,  so  that  he  was  unapproachable,  and  en-  wfy  cont'iac- 

tirely  secluded  from  the  life  of  the  world.     The 

door  of  his  room  was  fastened  up  with  nails  and 

screws,  and  grated  from  top  to  bottom  with  bars 

of  iron,  in  which,  half-way  up,  was  placed  a  shelf, 

on  w^hich  the  bars  opened,  forming  a  sort  of  wicket, 

closed  by  other  movable  bars,  and  fastened  with  an 

enormous  padlock.     Through  this  wicket  the  i  794 

Republican  authorities  passed  the  juvenile  victim 

his  insufficient  food.     Six  months  were  spent  in 

this  vile  kennel.      In   the   meantime   the   revolu- Thesuiiio- 

tiiie. 

tionary  axe  had  fallen  in  all  quarters,  Hcbert, 
Chaumette,  Simon,  and  the  terror  of  the  Terror- 
ists, "  Robespierre,"  among  others,  mounted  the 
scaffold  amid  popular  execration.  Then,  and  only  '•"'"^,f"J 
then,  was  the  little  victim  of  the  Temple  thought 
of  by  Barras,  the  newly-appointed  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  armed  force  of  Paris. 

The  question  is  very  pertinently  asked,  in  the 


on  ilie  >oli- 
inry  confine 
niciit  rou- 
tine. 
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Kcflections  "  AtitobiograpJiyl'  why,  the  boy  was  so  immured  ? 
The  answer  given,  is  :  "  To  pine  and  die,  and  thus 
cover  the  secret  of  the  Dauphin's  Hberation  trans- 
piring." It  should  be  remembered  the  originators 
of  the  sohtary  confinement  routine  in  the  first  in- 
stance, were  those  who  had  directly  bartered  the 
exchange,  and  who  resorted  to  this  expedient,  as  a 
personal  security,  thinking ;  or  rather  calculating, 
nature  would  succumb  under  its  baneful  influence, 
and  thus  relieve  them  from  the  chance  of  being 
arraigned  for  subornation.  Whatsoever  propo- 
sition Hebert  and  coterie,  whilst  in  power,  had 
thought  proper  to  have  suggested  respecting  the 
captive,  had  he  siLCCtmibed,  as  regarded  the  obse- 
quies arrangements,  on  the  part  of  the  paramount 
authority,  in  the  spirit  of  the  times,  would  have  been 
considered  unexceptionable :  and  certainly  every 
precaution  would  have  been  taken  to  have  baffled 
the  reality  of  the  escape,  publicly  transpiring. 

i.nnrenfs         Aftcr  Robcsplerre's  fall,  one  '  Laurent'  was  an- 

:ii>|,oint- 

TMn'ic''"'  pointed  by  Barras  to  take  charge  of  the  captive. 

''ncr'ofthc  ^^^  repaired  to  the  Temple  on  the  evening  of 
the  29th  of  July  1794,  but  it  was  not  till  tvvo 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  through  the  wicket  made 
in  the  doorway,  by  the  light  of  a  candle,  turned 
upon  a  wretched  pallet,  that  the  unfortunate 
young  innocent  was  given,  (by  tlie  ?^Iunicipal 
Council)  into  his  care.  Laurent  sent  a  request  to 
the  Committee  of  General   Safety,  tliat   the  boy's 


'J'cmple 
i;iv(,-n  into 
l.nureiil's 


THE  DA  UPIIIN  MYSTERY  EXPLAINED.  \  j 

condition  should  be  at  once  ascertained,  whereupon  ''Y'^-i , 
several  members  repaired   to  the   Temple.      On"'  "'"'''' 
arrivinc:  at  the  door  of  the  duuLTeon,  they  called  to  Ti-'-^.^p- 

o  Q  '  J  tive  s  dun- 

the  captive,  but  he  answered  them  not ;  they  then  condirioil. 
ordered  the  door  to  be  opened,  when  a  workman 
attacked  the  bars  of  the  wicket,  which  enabled 
him  to  put  his  head  into  the  cell ;  the  fastenings 
of  the  door  were  then  removed,  and  the  deputation 
entered  the  deplorable  pest-dungeon,  when  the 
innocent  young  sufferer  was  found  all  but  dead. 
In   describino-  the  harrowincr  api^earance  of   the  identity  at 

»->  Oil  variance,  j 

poor  boy,  he  is  recorded  as  possessing  blue  eyes 
and  fair  hair,  whereas  the  son  of  Louis  XYI.  and 
Marie  Antoinette,  Louis  Charles,  Prince  Royal, 
Duke  of  Normand)"  and  Dauphin,  really  possessed 
drozuji  eyes  and  dj'ozjn  hair.    Here  then  discrepancy  ni-crcpancy 

■^  ;ind  niter- 

arises.      How  could  this  unfortunate  lad  have  been  '■^s'ltory. 
the   Dauphin,  if  the  identity  did  not  correspond  ? 
Indisputably  the   son   of  Louis   XVI.  and   Marie  coionr or 

^  '  the  hair  of 

Antoinette  possessed  luxuriant  brown  hair,  which  ^°"''-'^''^' 
fell  in  abundant  ringlets  about  his  shoulders.      As 
there  v;as  such  a  profusion,  a  dclective  eyesight, 
having  seen  the  }'oung  Dauphin  in  his  happy  days 
in  the  garden   of  \'ersaillcs,  could  not  have   mis- 
taken it  for  fair  hair.      In  \\\(i''A2iicd)ioc[rapJiyof'^''\'}':'-''''r. 
Louis  XVII i^  there  is  a  special  chai)ter  de\-otcd  ?".-;'■ ''' 
to  the  colour  of  the  eyes  and  hair  of  the  Dauphin-  i''':\ii:^^ 
king,    which,    on     due    consideration,    appears    ot  cv--^\uKr 
great   importance,   as   the   following  interrogator)- 


li.ur. 
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Inter-        bcars  proof.      Would  it  be  possible  that  a  lad, 

rogatory.  ■■■  ■*■ 

eight  years  of  age,  who  possessed  brown  hair, 
"  presuming  he  was  neglected  and  confined  for 
six  months,"  for  the  same  to  change  its  colour  to 

Answer.  fair  hair  ?  The  answer  is  obvious  :  If  the  hair 
changes  at  all  at  that  age,  by  the  law  of  nature  it 

Affirmation,  would  take  a  darker  and  not  a  lighter  hue.  Had 
the  question  been  asked  even  in  the  Royal 
Family-circle  itself,  what  colour  the  Dauphin's 
eyes    were,    discrepancy    doubtless    would    have 

Q^'-o-.  arisen.  In  proof  of  this  theory,  let  the  present 
reader,  after  consideration,  answer  what  coloured 

Remark,  eycs  his  most  intimate  friends  have.  Hesitation  in 
many  instances  will  precede  the  reply,  and  then  its 
derivation,  instead  of  being  positive,  will  rest  its 
authority  on  no  other  foundation,  than  conjecture. 

Thecoiourof      Thc  discrepaucv  in  the  colour  of  the  eyes  and 

the  eyes  and  '■  •'  ^ 

hair  of  the  Captive  of  the  Temple,  of  July,  1794, 
is  of  special  importance,  inasmuch,  as  it  shows  an 
exchange  at  the  Temple,  by  some  means  or  other, 
had  been  accomplished,  and  thus  constitutes  one 
of  the  many  crucial  tests,  rebutting  the  supposed 
authenticity  of  Louis  XVI  I. 's  death  at  tlie  Temple. 
Cause  of  the  In  pac-e  270  of  the  i\Ieves  "'  Louis  XVII.  Auto- 
r'e"peai,'";|'    dlograpky,"  the  following  appears  :  — "  The  reason 

tlio  colour  of  .  ,    .  ,  , 

the  eyci,  and  Louis  Charles,   the   Dauphm,   has   been   m  some 

hair.  '  J-  ' 

instances  represented  as  having  possessed  blue 
eyes  and  fair  hair,  is  this — he  has  been  confounded 
with  his  elder  brother,  the  first  Dauphin,  '  Louis 


hair  con 
.stitute  a  cru 
cial  test. 
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debcriptioii. 


Joseph  Xavlcr  Francois,'  who  had  bkic  eyes  and 
flaxen  hair,  or,  with  the  Captive  of  the  Temple, 
after  October,  1793.  Louis  Charles,  Prince  Royal, 
Duke  of  Normandy,  the  second  son  of  Louis  XVL, 
possessed  brown  hair  and  brown  eyes." 

Lamartine,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Giivndists"  |-i'"-'"in= 
represents  the  Dauphin,  the  second  son  of  Louis  xvn!" 
XYL,  as  possessing  chcsniLt-colourcd hair,  descend- 
ing in  thick  curls  on  his  shoulders,  and  blue  eyes. 
Beauchesne,  an  indefatigable  collector  of  Louis  1 
XVI L  particulars,  who  devoted  much  time  and 
considerable  effort  in  endeavouring  to  prove  the 
bond-Jidc  character  of  the  Dauphin's  death  at  the 
Temple,  (as  public  opinion  was  not  unanimous  in 
ratifying  tlie  1795  certificate  of  death,)  chronicles  : 
- — "  At  rather  more  than  four  years  of  age  the 
Dauphin  possessed  dark  chcsnut  Iiair,  which  fell  in 
ringlets  on  his  shoulders,  and  blue  eyes,  fringed 
with  long  chcsnut  lashcsi'  The  Ro)"al  Academi- 
cian, E.  r\I.  Ward's,  celebrated  historical  picture  of  km. ward^ 

'  '  ^^  R.A.,  hi.-to- 

The  Royal  Family  of  France — "  Louis  XVL  and  "f'^i'l'^.ff ''^ 
Marie  Antoinette  in  the  Prison  of  the  Temple  in  Mari'/A,,- 

t'Uiicitc  ill 

1792,'"'  represents  the  Dauphin  as  possessing  dark'^^]:^^:^^' 
brozi'Ji  hair,  hanging  in  abundance  on  his  shoulders,  '"" 
and  the  eyelashes  and  cj'cdro:es  of  the  same  hue. 
The  eyes  are  downcast — nevertheless,  from  the 
tint,  they  rellect  a  dark  hue.  The  above  picture 
was  exhibited  at  the  Great  Exhibition  of  Lidustry 
and  Arts,  at  Paris,  in   1855.      The  Royal  Acade- 
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A. Eimorc-s  iTiician,   A.  Elmore's,   historical  picture   of  "The 

R.A.,  lu>to-  •■• 

of iL^'Auadc  Attack  on  the  Tuileries,  the  20th  of  June,  1792," 
which  picture  was  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Academy 


leries,  the 
ac5th  June, 
179-- 


of  Arts  in  i860,  and  at  the  International  Exhi- 
bition of  1862,  represents  the  Dauphin  as  possess- 
ing brozuji  hair  and  broiun  eyes. 

Remarks.  Doubtless     the    two    above-named    renowned 

English  artists  have  portrayed  the  features  of  the 
Royal  Family  and  the  colour  of  the  eyes  and  hair 
from  the  most  authentic  sources ;  if  not,  the 
pictures  would  be  valueless  as  historical  represen- 
tative portrait  pictures. 

Accept  the  above  authorities'  several  descrip- 
tions as  correct,  the  inevitable  conclusion  follows, 
the  July,  1794,  Captive  of  the  Temple  was  not 
Louis  XVTI.,  but  a  substitute,  and  investigation 
will  assuredly  prove  he  was  Augustus  Meves,  who 
really  commenced  his  Temple  career  under  the 
tutelage  of  Simon,  "  the  shoemaker."  Madame 
Simon  herself,  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  in 
1819,  asserted  and  re-asserted  that  Louis  X\'II.\s 
deliverance  had  l^een  effected  from  tlic  I'emplc 
during  her  husband's  term  of  office,  and  whatever 
different  interpretation  may  be  endeavoured  by 
interested  political  parties  to  be  placed  on  her 
revelation,  the  accuracy  of  the  fact,  is  :  never- 
theless, bond-fide. 

Arirou.,         A     curious    letter    appears    in    tiie    pretender 
NaiindorfPs  published  life,  and  if  genuine,  throws 
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considerable  light  on  the  deaf  and  dumb  boy  sub- 
stitution, it  is  as  follows  : — 

"  General, — Your  letter  of  the  6th  inst,  reached 
me  too  late,  and  the  first  plan  has  been  executed 
because  it  was  time.  To-morrow  his  newofuardian 
IS  to  enter  on  his  office,  he  is  a  republican,  named 
Cosmier,'''  a  worthy  man  according  to  what  Barras 
says,  but  I  have  no  confidence  in  persons  of  that 
sort.  I  am  much  embarrassed  how  to  get  food  to 
our  prisoner,  but  I  shall  take  care  of  him,  and  you 
may  be  at  ease  ;  the  assassins  are  cleared  off,  and 
new  municipal  guard  do  not  the  least  suspect  that 
the  little  dumb  child  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
infant  king.  Now,  the  only  business  is  to  get  him 
out  of  this  cursed  tower,  but  how  ?  Barras  has 
told  me,  that,  on  account  of  the  strict  watch,  he 
can  undertake  nothing.  If  it  were  necessary  to 
remain  there  long,  I  should  be  uneasy  with  regard 
to  the  health  of  the  little  one,  for  he  has  very  little 
air  in  his  hiding-place,  where  the  God  Himself 
would  not  find  him,  if  He  were  not  Almighty. 
And  he  has  promised  me  to  die  rather  than  betray 
himself  I  have  reasons  for  believing  him.  His 
sister  knows  nothing  about  it,  and  prudence 
obliges  me  to  talk  to  her  of  the  little  dumb  bo)', 
as  if  he  really  was  her  brother.  The  unfortunate 
child  is  very  happy,  and,  without  knowing  it,  plays 
his  part  so  well  that  the  new  guard  is  perfectly 
persuaded  that  he  will  not  speak,  so  there  is  no 
danger.  Send  back  speedily  the  faithful  bearer  of 
this,  for  I  have  need  of  your  assistance.  Follow 
the  advice  vvhich  he  will  give  )'ou  by  word  of 
mouth,  for  it  is  the  only  wa)'  to  succeed. 

"  Laurexz. 
'    ''TowKR  OF  THE  Temple,  ith  Xovcmhcr,  1794." 

*  Should  be  Gomin. 
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Laurent  and      Tlic  IecI  who  caiTie  uHcler  Laurent's  charofc,  In 

oPth^'i''nr  J^^Y'  1794.  was  not   Louis   XVII.,  but  Augustus 

^'*  Meves.     As  he  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  the 

Dauphin,   the   inference    is,  he    neither  had    any 

knowledge  an  exchange  had  been  accomplished, 

and,  therefore,  naturally  accepted  his  charge,  as  the 

son  of  Louis  XYI. 

Laurent  and      Rcspccting   tho   substltutlou   of   the   deaf  and 

the  deaf ; ml  --  . 

dumb  bov.    Jumb  boy,  apparently,  that  was  effected  subsequent 

to  Laurent's  appointment. 
Laurenf.re-      lu     Octobcr,    1794,   Laurcut,    considering    the 
coiieasuc.    duties  too  ouerous,  officially  requested  a  colleague 

might  be  added. 
GominVap.       Ou  thc  Qth  Novcmbcr,  Laurent's  request  was 

pointmenl  at 

the  Temple,  gr^ntcd,  whcu  ono   "  Gomin  "  was  added  to  the 

Laurent's     Tcmplc  servlce.     Mark  the  singular  interrogatory 

ircomm'?    placed  by  Laurent  to  his  colleague,  on    his  first 

entering  on  his  duties  :  "  '  Have  yoic  ever  seen  thc 

Prince  Royal .^'     '  No'  he  replied,  ' /  Jiave  never 

seen  him'     ^ In  that  casei  said   his   interlocutor, 

^  it  will  be  some  time  before  lie  loi II  say  a  word  to 

yon. 

The  Cap-         Thc  following  will  explain  Laurent's  notification. 

tivc's  health.  .,,,,., 

1  he  captives  health  becommg  very  critical,  an 
official  representation  was  made  to  thc  authorities, 
which  ended  in  one  Ilarmand,  "  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  General  Safety,  who  was  attaclied 
to  the  rolicc  Section,"  being  appointed  to  visit, 
with  two  colleagues,  the  )'oung  prisoner,  and  make 
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out  a  detailed  report  of  his  condition.     In  Feb-  ""j;;^"^- 
ruary,   1795,  Harmand  and  colleagues  visited  the  cLiwr 

,  ,  .  C'^l  visit  at 

Temple  captive.     The  following  is  an  abridged '^'^'^ '='»'''•-■ 
account  of  Harmand's  published  report : — 

"  Havinof  arrived  at  the  doors,  the  bolts  of^f.™^"!^ 
which  confined  the  innocent  boy,  the  only  son  of '^<^p°"- 
our  King  himself,  w-e  entered  the  room  in  which 
he  was  confined,  and  found  him  amusing  himself 
with  a  pack  of  cards.  He  did  not  give  up  play- 
ing when  we  entered.  I  (Harmand)  approached 
him.  While  I  was  addrcssinof  him,  he  recrarded 
me  steadfastly',  without  any  change  of  position, 
and  listened  apparently  with  the  greatest  attention, 
but  vouchsafed  not  one  luord  in  reply.  I  promised 
him  toys,  &c.,  but  he  still  stared  with  steady  and 
vacant  indifference,  and  to  all  questions  asked,  he 
neither  answered  hy  gesture,  expression,  nor  zuord. 
I  then  tried  peremptory  command,  after  which  I 
proposed  a  physician  should  be  sent  to  him,  and 
trusted  he  would  consent  to  answer  him.  I  then 
requested  him  to  make  a  sign  whether  it  would  be 
agreeable  or  otherwise.  He  neither  answered  by 
sign  nor  zuord.  I  then  desired  him  to  walk,  to 
w^hich  request  he  remained  silent  on  his  seat,  his 
elbows  resting  on  the  table,  his  features  did  not 
change  for  an  instant ;  not  the  least  mark  of  sur- 
prise in  his  eyes  ;  not  the  least  emotion  apparent ; 
his  demeanour  was  just  as  if  the  deputation  had 
not  been  present  and  I  had  not  spoken.  Rever- 
chon  and  Mathieu,  (my  colleagues,)  said  nothing, 
but  looked  at  each  other  in  amazement.  We  were 
advancino-  towards  each  other  to  exchano-e  reflec- 
tions,  when  the  captive's  dinner  was  brought  in, 
at  whicli  we  expressed,  by  our  looks  to  the  keepers, 
(Laurent  and  Gomin.)  our  astonishment  and  indig- 
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nation.  We  made  a  sign  for  the  keepers  to  retire 
with  us  to  the  ante-room.  We  there  expostulated 
with  them  on  the  inhuman  system  pursued  towards 
a  helpless  child,  and  ordered  such  vile  treatment 
should  be  changed  for  the  future,  and  that  fruit 
should  be  given  to  the  boy.  Having  given  all  the 
necessary  orders,  we  returned  to  the  room,  and 
found  he  had  eaten  all  that  had  been  brought  him. 
I  (Harmand)  then  asked  him  whether  he  was 
satisfied  with  his  dinner  ?  No  anszucr.  Whether 
he  wished  for  some  fruit.  N^o  anszucr.  Whether 
he  liked  grapes  ?  Still  no  anszoer.  Grapes  were 
then  placed  on  the  table,  which  he  ate  without 
speaking.  I  then  requested  to  know  if  he  wished 
for  more  ?  No  anszucr.  Finding  all  my  efforts  in 
vain  to  induce  him  to  speak,  I  added  that  my 
colleagues  and  self  should,  in  consequence,  propose 
to  the  Government  to  send  other  commissioners, 
who  mio^ht  be  more  agfreeable  to  him.  To  these 
threats  he  neither  chancred  his  look  nor  o'ave  an 
anszucr,  or  any  indication  of  such.  Do  you  wish 
that  we  should  withdraw?  He  still  remained 
nmte,  and  we  then  withdrew." 

Kxpianahon  Evidently  the  prisoner  of  the  Temple,  of  Feb- 
in''?"tifeT<'m.  ruary,  1795,  ^^^'^'^  Harmand  and  colleagues  saw, 
^ """""'■  Avas  no  other  than  the  deaf  and  dum.b  boy  ?^Irs. 
IMevcs  had  taken  to  Paris,  to  rescue  her  son  from 
the  Temple.  This  explains  at  once  why  I  larmand 
and  colleagues — Laurent  andGomin,and  those  who 
approached  the  captive  at  this  date,  were  unable 
to  gain  any  response.  That  a  boy  of  nearly 
ten  years  of  age,  having  the  faculties  of  speccli 
and   hearing,  could,  through  sheer  obstinacy,  have 
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remained  entirely  silent  is  beyond  credence  to  enter- 
tain, for  kindness  such  as  Harmand  exhibited  to- 
wards the  unfortunate  captive  was  of  that  descrip- 
tion, that  would  have  exacted  an  answer  in  token 
of  thankfulness  had  he  possessed  the  faculty  of 
speech;  but,  as  the  February,  1795,  prisoner  of 
the  Temple  Avas  really  a  deaf  and  dumb  boy,  it 
was  jDhysically  impossible  for  him  to  answer  the 
commissioners,  or  understand  them.  His  charac- 
teristics are  compatible  with  the  deaf  and  dumb 
bo\-,  but  emphatically  incompatible  with  the  son  of 
Louis  XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette, 

The  following  particulars  in  the  ''Aiitobiography  Reque-tc.r 
of  Louis  XVI ir  have  a  material  sjo-nihcance.   The  du.nbu,y\ 

-^  •->  iiiotiier  to 

mother  of  the  deaf  and  dumb   bo)-,  "  Mrs.  ?^Ieves  -'"'''•  •^''='*'' 

had  taken  to  Paris  in  January,  i  794/'  before   her 

decease,  sent  for  ^Irs.   Aleves  and   requested  her 

to  be  kind  to  her  daughter.     She  acceded  to  the 

request,  and  thus  reads  her  will  in   favour  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb  boy's  sister  : 

'•  London,  April  nth,  1820, 
"  High  Street,  Marvlebone. 

"  Beino-  in  my  perfect   senses,  I  make  my  Will  Mr-Movr.'s 
and  Testament,  giving   and  bequeathing  all  I  die  -f  |';r;-;.;' 
possessed  of — clothes,  &c.,  &c. — to  Caroline  Read,  i-y^-^fr. 
proclaiming  her  my  sole  heir,  as  witness  my  signa- 
ture. "  Mariaxxe  Cruwlev  Mlve.s. 

Witness — "  Elizabeth  Collins/' 

Laurent  resigned  his  position  at  the  Temple  the  ^y;;' vv- >'■- 
30th    Alarch,    1795.      He     subse(]^ucntl}'    died    at  [h/i.:-"./'.-. 
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His  death  at  Caveiine, — rumour   says,   a   victim,   as   he   knew 

Cayenne.  •'  •^ 

certain  secrets  concerning  Louis  XVII.,  which 
made  his  presence  disagreeable  to  the  authorities 
in  France.     Cayenne  has  a  significance  that  State 

Joimme.Tat  poHcy  had  an  interest  in  his  safe  keeping.  One 
empc.  L^gj^g  \\\(tvi  succeeded  to  the  duties  of  keeper  of 

Hi< state-     the  captives*  on  the  31st  March,  1795.     He  hke 

inent 

K^me.  '^^'^^^  corroborates  the  same  singular  peculiarity  that 
Harmand  has  so  graphically  narrated,  for,  says  he, 
"  Notwithstanding  ail  my  attentions ,  I  had  not  been 
able  to  extract  a  single  ivoi'd  from  the  Dauphin 
during  three   weeks   I  had  been  at  the    Temple.^' 

Mute  or  not  Thcse  rcitcrated  admissions  about  no  speech  have 
a  vast  importance,  and  appertain  solely  to  the  deaf 
and  dumb  boy,  that  furnishes  the  solution  to  Har- 
mand'*s  report  and  the  Temple  keepers'  (Messrs. 
Laurent,  Gomin,  and  Lasne's)  asseveration  that 
the  Temple  captive  was  speechless. 

Desauitand       lu  IMay,  1795,  Dr.  Desault  was  selected  to  pro- 

tlie  Temple  .  ,  ..  _  .. 

Captive.      fessionally  attend  the  Captive.     vVithm  a  lortmght 

Sudden  r    ^    •  '  ill  11  1 

ij'^csaukand  °^  ^^^^  appoHitmeut,  both   he  and  the  apothccar)', 

wMt''     "Choppart,"    suddenly   died.     Rumour   says    the 

aunbutaue.  Jq^^j-qj.  j^^^j  exprcsscd  himsclf  that  the  capti\-c  of 

the  Temple  the  authorities  had  entrusted  to   his 

care  was  not  the  son  of  Louis  X  VI.  and  Jllarie 

Antoinette,    and    death,    that    efiicacious    silencer, 

MouMcur     stopped  his  doubts.     M.  Abeille,  a  medical  pupil 

A  be i lie  ^   '■ 

re^pecliii!^ 

death."'  *  iMarie  Thcrl-sc,  daughter  of  I.ouis  X\'I.  and  Marie  Antoi- 

neUe,  being  also  a  prisoner  at  the  '1  emple. 
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under  Dr.  Desault  at  the  time  of  his  death,  has 
declared  in  France  and  the  United  States  that  the 
death  of  Dr.  Desault  immediately  followed  the 
report  he  made  : — "  Thai  the  boy  to  whom  they  had 
introduced  him  in  the  Temple  was  not  the  Dauphin, 
as  he  knew  Lonis  XVI.'s  son  perfectly  luclir  It  is  Ronoction. 
a  singular  coincidence  that  both  the  physician  and 
apothecary  should  die  almost  simultaneously  whilst 
the  captive  was  under  their  medical  care.  This 
strange  fatality  gives  plausibility  to  the  rumour,  and 
adds  significant  force  to  W.  Abeille's  statement. 

A    remarkable    anomaly    is    asserted   to     have  a  remari:- 

able 

taken  place  all  of  a  sudden  with  the  captive  of  the  a.iomaiy. 
Temple,  after  Doctor  Desault's  death.     No  one 
up  to  that  date,  as  admitted   over  and  over  again 
by   the    immediate    keepers,    and    all    those    who 
approached  the  young  prisoner,  were  able  to  gain 
any  speech   from   him  ;  however,  the   keepers,  if 
they  are  to  be  believed,   state  :  the   captive,  just  statement. 
previous   to  his  decease,   suddenly  became  quite 
garrulous — he  was  perseveringly  communicative. 
If  such  really  were  the  case,  it  gives  authority  to  p,obabk- 
a  statement  advanced  in  the  pretender  Nailndorffs  "'''>^ 

J-  ;ui'jnKi.y, 

narration,  that  the  deaf  and  dumb  boy  was  re- 
moved from  the  Temple  after  Desault's  death, 
and  a  rickety  boy  from  one  of  the  hospitals  in 
Paris,  in  the  last  stage  of  life,  substituted,  who 
enacted  the  final  part  of  Louis  X\TI.  at  the 
Temple.      Did  the  keepers   speak   the  truth,  the 
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Quco'-       rickety  boy  explains  the  anomaly  ;  if  the  untruth, 

they  were  suborned. 
Doctors  On  the  sth  June,  a  surwon  succeeded  Desault 

Pellctan  and  O  J  i  i> 


Dumangin 
at  the 
Temple- 


^tthe        at  the  Temple,  "a   Monsieur  Pelletan  ;"  but  he. 


not  wishing-  to  incur  the  sole  responsibility,  desired 
the  co-operation  of  another  member  of  the  pro- 
fession.    On  the  7th,  M.   Dumangin  was  added. 

The  prisoner  On  thc  8th,  death  terminated  the  captive's  suffer- 
er the  ■•• 

hiTasnet"  lUgs ;  who  died,  according  to  the  testimony  of  his 
keeper,  '  Lasne,  m  his  arms,  at  hall-past  two  m 
the  forenoon. '■■ 

Gominin-         Gomlu    Informod   the    Committee   of   General 

forms  the 

!^f"e.'af    Safety  of  the  captive's  decease.     On   his  ^•isiting 
captives      the  remains  in  the  cveninij,  he  thus  describes  the 

decease.  .       , 

c.omin's       appearance    of    the    young   victim  ; — "  His    eyes, 

tTe^capdve-s  whlch  whlle  suffering  had  half-closed,  Avere  then 

open,  and  sJicViC  as  piirc  as  ilic  bhic  Jicavtii,  and  Ids 

bcaiiiifiil  fair  Jiair  fell  like  a  fravie  arowid  his 

facei'^ 

Reflections         Jt  wlll  bo  wcll  liero  to  seriously  consider  the  real 

on  tlie  •' 

,'.eiun«s       value  that  should  be  attached,  as  an  intrinsic  boiia- 
fidc  document,  to  the  certificate  of  Louis  XYlI.'s 

"■■'  l.asne  died  at  Paris  in  1841,  aged  84  years.  From  his 
arccssion  to  office  at  tlic  Temple  till  the  captive's  decease,  was 
nine  weeks. 

t  Clcmin  accompanied  the  Princess  l\.o}al  by  her  own  re- 
quest to  the  frontier,  on  her  release  from  the  Temijle  ;  and,  on 
the  Restoration,  in  1S14,  tl^e  Princess,  tlicn  Duchess  of  An- 
poulOme,  appointed  liim  jiortcr  (,[  the  Chateau  of  ]\Ieud(<n. 
lie  died  at  Pontoise,  in  1841,  aged  84  years. 


jiiemuy. 
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death,  obtained  from  the  medical  men.  Doctor 
Pelletan's  medical  duties  extended  simply  to  three 
days'  attendance,  and  Doctor  Duman^in's  to  one 
day  "^;//)',"  before  the  captive  Louis  XVII.  or 
otherwise  substitute  decease,  actually  took  place. 

The  identification  of  the  body,  as  beinc,^  that  of 
Louis  XYIL,  rests  upon  the  two  above-mentioned 
doctors,  who  were  only  professionally  called  in  as 
the  last  spark  of  life  was  departing'  from  the 
Temple  captive,  and  two  other  medical  professors, 
who  were  present  at  the  autops\".  Reflection  on 
this  point  will  not  be  out  of  place,  as  the  only 
guarantee  the  official  certificate  furnishes  testifying 
the  deceased  lad  was  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.  and 
Marie  Antoinette,  is  :  the  constituted  authorities 
at  the  Temple,  and  those  who  appointed  the 
doctors  for  this  special  purpose,  informed  them 
that  such  was  the  case.  The  following  extract 
from  their  joint  Certificate  A\'ill  here  suflice  : 


ite  of  t!,^ 


''  Havino-  all  four  arrived  at  eleven  o'clock  a.m.  'h- 

O  <..ltC     >   M      t  ,1- 

at  the  outer  gate  of  the  Temple,  we  were  received  ■';"."'''/:'j^ 
there  b)"  the  commissaries,  who  admitted  us  into 
the  Tower.  On  attaining  tlie  second  floor  we 
found  on  a  ])ed  in  the  second,  a  suite  of  roonis 
there,  the  dead  bod)'  of  a  child,  apparently  about 
ten  years  old,  zuhic/i  the  conniiissarics  declared  to 
be  that  of  the  son  of  the  late  /.on is  Capet,  andiehieh 
tiuo  of  onr  nnniber  recognised  as  that  of  the  child 
they  had  been  attendino-  for  several  days.'' 

On   this  questionalDle  authoritx"  Louis   X\'l  l.\s ''];■;;!;'_:." 
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decease  in  1795,  according  to  several  distinguished 
literary  savants,  is  considered  duly  ratified  ;  but 
earnest  reflection  will  repudiate  the  conclusion  as 

Reiteration,  superlatlvely  superficial.  The  proccs-vcrbal  dis- 
tinctly records  ;  "The  June,  1795,  doctors  recog- 
nised the  remains  as  those  of  Louis  XYII., 
"  only"  from  what  the  commissaries  and  interested 
parties  declared,  which  is  open  to  the  gravest  sus- 
picion— yes  !  the  gravest  suspicion,  as  they  but 
affirmed  his  decease,  "  as  requested,"  but  certainly 
not  his  identity. 

Interment  of      On  the  evcniug  of  the  loth  June  the  supposed 

the  captive.  ...  ,    .  ,  , 

rcmams  01  the  young  kmg  were  borne  to  a  des- 
unccrtainty  tluecl    spot    and    there    interred.      Whether  they 

as  to  the  _  .  ,        .  _  .  , 

'''••^^=°*'       remained    in    their    first    restinp--ijiacc,    or   were 

sepulchre.  o    i 

removed   to   baffle   any  search  that  might  subse- 
quently be  made,  is  a  question.      The  reports  are 
very  contradictory  where  indeed  the  remains  of  the 
June,  1795,  Temple  captive  actually  repose.     More 
than  one  spot  is  assigned  in  the  cemetery  of  Saint 
IMargaret's  ;  one  in  the  cemetery  of  Clamart,  and 
another  in  the  grounds  of  the  Temple. 
Pciict.anand       Aftcr  thc  Tcstoratiou  of  the  Bourbon  d3-nasty, 
icmpie^       in  the  person  of  the  Count  de  Provence,  as  Louis 
XVIIL,    Doctor   Pellctan,  in   a  deposition  before 
j\L  Pasquier,   Keeper  of  tlie  Seals,  stated,  that  at 
the  post-mortem  examination  of  tlie  defunct  pri- 
soner of  the  Temple  of  June,  1795,  whilst  he  was 
r(.;-adjusting  the  remains,  he  secreted  the  heart  of 


i;aptiv 
i;art 
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the  victim  for  his  own  individual  possession,  which 
he  preserved  in  a  jar.  When  Louis  XVIII.'s 
rrovernment  were  endeavourin;/  to  ascertain  some 
ckie,  where,  indeed,  the  remains  of  Louis  XVIL — 
■ — "  meaning  the  Temple  victim" — were  interred, 
in  order  to  have  them  transferred  to  Saint  Denis, 
Pelletan  offered  the  relic,  surreptitiously  obtained, 
to  Louis  XVI IL 

However,  Lasne,  in  whose  arms  the  1 70:;  i.i>.nc-,,tatc. 
Captive  of  the  Temple  died,  interposed,  and 
directly  contradicted  Pellctan's  avowal,  stating,  he 
was  present  during  the  whole  time  of  the  post- 
mortem examination  and  re-adjusting  of  the 
remains,  and  however  inattentive  Pelletan's  con- 
freres may  have  been  after  the  examination,  whilst 
Pelletan  was  re-arranging  the  body  he  was  not  so, 
as  he  had  never  taken  his  eyes  off  the  body  or 
Pelletan  during  the  whole  operation,  and  that  no 
such  appropriation  of  the  heart  could  ha\e  been 
accomplished,  as  stated,  without  his  personal  know- 
ledge, consequently  :  Pelletan's  statement  was  a 
scandalous  fabrication. 

Louis  XVIII.   accepted  Lasne's  statement  and  xvi",,-, 

1  1  1  y  .  -v-T  TT  T  T         1  1   '■.Itiniatiini. 

rejectetl    the    physicians."        Louis    Avill.    Jiad  ,,tfK;ai::'. 
likewise   directed  an  official   inriuirv   to  be  made  t'i>'-r'c.ir^ty..f 

J-  -'  the  TciniMe'- 

as    to  the   exact    spot  of   sepulchre  of   the  June.  ^:;|','^.r''' 

■"■  For  full  particulars  see  I'xkartl's  •"  Maiioii'cs  Ifisfivit/ucs 
sur  J.oiiis  XVI/.,"  p.  309:  or,  Ucauchcsnc's  '"Louis  XT//.,'' 
p.  472,  vol.  2,  lin'j^lish  Kdition. 
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Diverse 
opinions. 


Statement. 


Interroga- 
tory. 


I.ouis 
XVI 1."^ 
remains. 


1 795,  Captive  of  the  Temple,  with  the  ostensible 
intention  of  transferring  the  remains  to  Saint 
Denis.  The  information  officially  obtained  was 
so  various — inconclusive  and  contradictory ;  one 
authority  asserting  such  a  place,  another  a  different, 
and  another  still  a  different,  and  as  it  became  a 
question  under  the  circumstances  of  paramount 
importance  which  authority  to  credit  and  which 
discredit,  terminated  in  wherever  the  remains 
of  the  June,  1795,  victim  of  the  Temple  reposed, 
so  they  remained  undisturbed.* 

Louis  XVIII.,  the  Duchess  of  Angoulcmc, 
Charles  X.,  Bonaparte,  Louis  Philippe,  Louis  Na- 
poleon, and  the  Allied  Powers  of  18 14,  were 
well  aware  Louis  XVI I. 's  evasion  had  been 
effected  from  the  Temple,  and  that  substitutes 
personated  royalty  in  captivity  in  the  Temple 
from  after  October,  1793,  till  the  8th  June,  1795, 
and  the  gravity  of  their  combined  offence,  is  :  of 
the  most  reprehensible  nature. 

The  question  after  the  above  naturally  follows, 
what  then  became  of  Louis  XVII.,  and  where 
repose  the  remains  of  this  regal  scion  ?  The 
mortal  remains  of  Louis  XV^II.  really  repose  in 
Brompton  Cemeter)-,  London,  England.  No 
ostentatious   funeral  pageant  retinue  on  the  da}-  of 

'■■■  For  full  parliculars  see  J-xkard'.s  "  Miinoiirs  Histci-iqins 
siir  Louis  Xl'II."  p.  305;  or,  Ijcauthcsne'.s  '^  Louis  XJ'JI.,' 
J).  339,  vol.  2,  T'Jiglish  Edition. 
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interment,   ''  16th  ^lay,    1S59,"  announced  to  the 
casual     observer     the     sombre     famih'ar    hearse, 
in    higubrious    motion,    was    conveying    all    that 
remained    mortal    of    the    once    prisoner   of    the 
Tower  of  the  Temple,  at  Paris,  "  Louis  XV  I'l.," 
to  its  resting-place.      Two  mourning  carriages  fol-  i'^- ■'■■'■■-/ 
lowed,  containing  Louis  X\TL's  family,  number- 
ing  five   sons   and    two    daughters.     Since   then 
time    has   lessened  the   number.     Louis   XVII.^s '.^,'"';i^j;^''^'*'' 
\oungest  daughter,  who  in  life  so  much  reminded ""'""'""' 
one    of    the    beauteous    Marie    Antoinette,    has 
passed  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
leaving    in    the   memor)-    of   the    household    she 
adorned,  love  and  admiration,  for  her  man)'  excel- 
lent qualities.      Likewise,   his  eldest  son,  v/ho,  to  ncmi-cf 
his     honour,     rendered     homage     to    his    father's ' '"■ 
memor\-,  in  doing  his  dutv,  in  furtherance  of  his 
cause. 

Durino-  the  incarceration  of  the  Princess  Royal '"^'^ ^""^^'^ 
at    the    Temple,    she    repeatedly   supplicated  the  ^ccT/r' '" 

brother. 

authorities  to  be  permitted  to  see  her  brother,  but 
without  avail — the  order  was  imperative  that  no 
meeting  should,  under  any  pretence,  be  allowed. 
Several    commissaries    desired    to    relax   the   un-  iv-cnr/iory 
natural  restriction,  but  the  prohibition  was  peremp-  i,,,,  p,:,,, ,,, 
lor\'."'     "  T/ic  last  time  the  Princess  Royal  sazu  //t  r  mecttaj; -.vuh 

iicr  '...r^i'.icr 

brother  ill  the   Temple  luas  the  ^th  October,  1793,  t^.;;,:';... 

*  Sec  ''  Autobu\;raphy  of  Louis  XVLL,;'  p.  15S. 
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although  he,  or  a  substitute,  was  eonfined  there  till 
ytine,  1795,  and  biU  one  storey  separated  them 
during  the  twenty  dreary  months  that  mark  the 
duration  of  his  stifferinos!' 
Reflections.  Had  it  becii  the  young  king  in  reality  confined 
in  the  Temple,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity 
to  have  enforced  so  rigidly  the  rule,  but  as  it  was 
a  substitute,  that  created  the  decree.  If  the 
diurnal  history  of  the  Dauphin  and  Princess  Royal 
is  closely  studied  after  October,  1793,  it  wull  be 
but  too  apparent  that  an  unusual  and  unnecessary 
degree  of  severity  and  routine  were  enforced,  par- 
ticularly towards  the  boy,  as  thence  he  lived  a 
totally  secluded  life  :  first,  with  the  sinister  Simon, 
the  hireling  Goth,  that  scowled  on  young  inno- 
cence as  his  evil  genius  ;  secondly,  under  the 
Hebert-Chaumette  regime,  which  adopted  solitary 
confinement ;  and  thirdly,  under  the  regime  of 
selected  keepers,  obeying  orders  from  without 
i^b°scrve^d  to-  the  Temple.  The  routine  observed  towards  the 
Captive  by    Captivo  till  hls  dcccasc  amounted  almost  to  solitary 

nis  mime-  ■'-  ' 

d.atekecpers.  confinement,  as  it  was  only  permitted  to  visit  him 
at  certain  hours,  namely,  at  nine  in  the  morning 
for  breakfast,  after  which  he  was  left  alone  till 
dinner-time,  "  two  o'clock."  Then  again  till  sup- 
per-time, "  eight  o'clock,"  when  a  lamp  was  left 
lighted  in  the  front  room,  the  glimmer  from  which 
reflected  a  liirht  through  a  i/lass-wlndow  into  his 
bedroom,    and   thus    he   remained   alone    till    the 
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mornincr  call.  This  was  the  routine  observed,  and  ^ociors  i-ci- 
of  which  Doctors  Pelletan  and  Dumangin  ex- demand'?"' " 
pressed  their  astonishment  on  visiting  the  Captive 
In  their  capacity  of  physicians  in  June,  1795. 
They  at  once  insisted  that  this  cruel  order  of 
solitary  confinement  should  be  rescinded,  and  the 
lad  allowed  a  nurse.  The  request  was  granted, 
but  death  obviated  its  necessity. 

The  followino-   i:)articulars  have   important  si''-  i.aVciKi'c 
nificance    regarding    the     date     of    the    Temple  conN'c"ul.n. 
victim's  decease  : — 

''  Several  members  of  the  Convention,  who  had  ^^2'''' 
not  voted  for  the  death  of  Louis  XV^I.,  were 
employed  in  carrying  on  negotiations  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  Catholic  and  Royal  Army  for  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities.  The  published  Articles  of  the  ^'-"""" 
Armistice  stipulated  that  the  \^endcans  should  be 
allowed  the  free  exercise  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
that  the  sequestrations  imposed  on  the  estates 
of  the  insurgents  should  be  taken  off,  and  that  the 
Republican  Government  should  reimburse  notes  to 
the  amount  of  two  million  francs,  mostly  bearing 
the  head  of  Louis  XVI L,  which  had  been  signed 
and  circulated  b)'  the  chiefs  of  tlie  Royal  Army. 

"At  the  conclusion  of  this  suspension  of  arms,  f;|5i;[.'",-'.''''' 
several    chiefs  of  the  Vendeans,  having  at  their  K"yaii*^t!^r.t 
head   the   celebrated    Chevalier    de    Charette.    re-  ^ ""''=- 
paired    to    Nantes,    Avhere    they    assisted    at    the 
Assembly,  wearing  their  white  cockades  and  ro)al 
uniforms.    All  was  to  remain  thus,  until  the  secret 
articles    settled   between    the    Vendeans    and   the 
Deputies  of  the  Committees,  had  been  ratified  by 
tlie  Convention. 


Qucbtion. 


AiioV 
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Arranse-^         "  THcsc    Articlcs   also    stipulated    that    Louis 

"^he^'^ri'mier  -^^"^^'  ^^^  Madamc,  liis   noble  sister,  should   be 

of  the         given    up    to  the    Catholic   and    Royal  Army  of 

thei'rincess  Vendec  and  Brittany,  and  that  the  re-establishment 

of  the   Catholic  religion  should  be  proclaimed  in 

France  before   the    15th   June." — Eckard's  ''  Mc- 

moircs  Historiqiies  siir  Louis  XVII.,'^    p.   435  ; 

Beauchesne's  ''  Louis  XVII.''  vol.  ii.,  pp.  303  and 

367;  and   Hue's   ''Last  Years  of  the  Reign  and 

Life  of  Louis  XV 1. 1'  p.  501. 

The  15th  of        Death  forestalled  the  carryingf  out  these  stipu- 

June,  1793,  JO  i 

nXt'ed!""'  lations.  The  question  naturally  arises,  was  there 
an  object  in  the  death  of  the  prisoner  before  the 
15th  of  June,  1795  ?  The  answer — a  too  obvious 
one.  The  decease  and  the  interment  mystery  of 
the  June  1795  victim  furnishes  the  conclusion 
that  all  was  duly  considered,  and  thus  ended  the 
final  sacrifice  of  a  political  ruse,  carried  on  :  since 
October,  1793. 

Rcnections.  It  is  cviclcnt  hasty  conclusions  should  not  be 
formed  adverse  to  Louis  XVIL's  deliverance, 
until  material  evidence  is  produced,  substantially 
supporting  the  thesis.  Truth  gains  strength  with 
impartial  scrutiny,  as  the  torrent,  impetuosity  :  its 
course.  Fact  should  prevail  over  expedient.  One 
withstands  the  crucial  test,  the  other  fears  its 
ordeal.  What  necessity  was  there  for  such  unex- 
ampled caution  witli  the  prisoner  of  the  Temple 
after  Simon's  resignation,  were  he  the  son  of 
Louis    XYL    and    Marie    Antoinette  ?      As   the 
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Dauphin's  liberation  was  effected  during  Simon's 
tenure  of  office,  of  what  avail  is  the  testimony 
of  the  subsequent  gaolers,  the  evasion  having 
been  effected  previous  to  their  appointment  at  the 
Temple  ?  This  fact,  renders  whatsoever  they 
advance  of  no  real  importance  as  affecting  actually 
the  son  of  Louis  XVI.,  for,  from  their  installation, 
whilst  fulfilling  their  subordinate  duty,  they  had 
only  to  do  with  a  lad  personating  the  Dauphin's 
rule. 

Certainly,  the  demise  of  the  Dauphin  in  the 
Temple  is  open  to  grave  objection,  when  the 
evidence  on  which  it  is  supposed  to  be  established, 
is  equitably  considered. 


37 
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LOUIS  XVII.'S  CAREER  FROM  1793  TILL  1836. 

Resumed  j-^-  continuing  "from  page  16"  the  Dauphin's 
Incidents  carcei*,  after  his  arrival  in  England,  many  incidents 
Sr°'''''  "^  the  ''Autobiography''  are  related  that  occurred 
at  the  Wandsworth  School,  and  his  being  brought 
thence  during  the  vacation  by  Mrs.  Moves,  and 
donTiTho.    seeing  the   illuminations  given   "  for  three  conse- 

nnurofLord  .  ,,.,  ^T  ITT  )• 

Howe's       cutive  days     m  honour  01  Lord  tiowe  s  victory,  m 

Victory,  -'  ^ 

June,  1794. 

After  finally  quitting  the  school  at  Wandsworth, 


His  atten- 
dance at  a 

City.'  '"  '   he  attended  a  da)'  school  in  the  City,  and  from 


t"ei!hino-''''  that  time  practised  the  pianoforte  most  assiduousl)'. 

Thus  passed  his  time  till  the  year  i  797. 
a!u;pl's't!r        -^li'-  AVilliam  ?ile\'es,  in  whose  charge  the  Dau- 
ah'iis'.m;.  °  phind<;ing  had    been   directly  placed  at    Paris,  in 

October,    1793,  adopted  him    thenceforth   as    his 
M.ve,-i  son.      Mr.    Moves    followed  the    profession   of  a 

miniature  painter,  and  at  times  speculated  at  the 
I.'^"ji  .^      Stock  Exchange.      In  the  year  r797,  Mr.  Moves 

took  a  fulldength  portrait  of  his  adopted  son,  with 


'Urbuil^ 


|,.a-trail 
tal.':i,  l>v 
Mr.  .M.JV 
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a  gun  in  his  hand,  which  portrait  the  Dauphin 
subsequently  recognised,  pubHshed  as  an  engrav- 
ing, under  the  title  of  "  L'espoir  des  Francais." 

The   Dauphin  havino;  made  considerable  pro-Lomsxvn 

A  <~  i  Iii.iKcs  his 

gress  as  a  pianist,  he  was  taken  to  Edinburgh  in  '^^a^"1^ 

o  -1  "1  1  111  Kdinliur^li 

]8o2,  b)'a  musical  gentleman,  and  played  at  many  u.  ainam.t. 
of  the  nobility's  parties,  also  at  the  George  Street 
Assembly  Rooms,   under  the    name  of  "  Master 
Augustus."       He  met  with  a  most  encouraging 
reception.     The  following  encomium  appeared  in  ^,"1°^^,",^. 
an  Edinburgh  paper  : 

"  Master  Augustus,  the  pianoforte  concerto 
player. — This  young  gentleman's  fine  touch,  taste, 
and  execution  is  only  to  be  equalled  by  the  great 
'Mozart.'"'^ 


nee 

iments 

_nita 

king 


One    evenino-,    after   he  had   played   Steibelt's  The  count 

o'  I.         J  cle  1  rovenc 

concerto,  "  The  Storm,"  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  \\^\^^^, 
the  Count,  (brother  of  Louis  XVI.,  subsequently 
Louis  XVIII.,)  and  Countess  de  Provence,"  who 
had  assumed  the  title  of  the  Count  and  Countess 
of  Lally,"  highly  complimented  him  on  his  playing. 
On  his  return  to  London,  it  would  seem  but  a  loi'i^ 

'  XVI 1.'^ 

natural  inference,  as   so  much   promise  was  fore-  ^'naon? 
shadowed,    that    Mr.    Meves    would     have   been 
elated  at  the  reception   his  adopted  son  had  re- 
ceived, and  endeavoured  to  further  his  progress  in 
the   art.      However,  no  sooner  had   he  returned,  ^.^^T^'''' 

■■■•■■   Sec   ^-  Bio\;i-aphical  Dictionary  of  Musicians"  for  Meves. 
"  Augustus,"  or  '■'Autobiograf'Iiy  of  Louis  XJ'II.,''  p.  31S. 
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than  he  was  placed   in  the  counting-house  of  a 
:^'Krdr.nsLm  friend  of  Mr.  Meves's.     This  novel  employment 
l.hin-king."    clid    not  altogether  suit  the   taste  of   the  young 
musician  ;  its  monotony,  compared  with  the  charm- 
ing study  of  music,  determined  him  in  preferring 
the  artistic  to  the  commercial. 
Inference.         T\\c  rcasou  attributed  for  Mr.  Meves  adopting 
so  unexpected  a  course,  is:  "As  a  public  character, 
the  real  status  of  the  young  musician  might  have 
been  discovered ;  whereas  :   the  seclusion  of  the 
counting-house  in  a  crreat  measure  obviated  it." 
Loui.;xvn.      'phe  Dauphin  acquainted    Mrs.    Meves   of  his 

resumes  the  i  -i- 

muMc."^  dislike  to  his  new  vocation,  and  she  secured  his 
retreat;  and  being  "herself"  an  accomplished 
musician,  was  enabled  to  introduce  him  to  John 

His  progress  Broadwood,  who  became  his  kind  patron,  and,  at 

;ina  reccp-  •*■ 

Luety.  whose  establishment  his  masterly  playing  gained 
him  many  friends  and  introductions  to  the  con- 
versaziones of  the  aristocracy.  The  young  mu- 
sician was  held  in  high  estimation  by  the  Dowager 
ivlarchioness  of  Lansdowne,  and  thus  was  passing 
his  life. 

■..u';"T  i\Ir.  j\leves,  however,  took  a  great  dislike  to  liis 

\is!ting  such  societ)-,  reniarking,  he  woukl  never 
gain  money  by  it ;  and,  desiring  he  should  have  a 
settled  income,  purchased  a  teacliing  connection, 
which  ke[)t  him  incessantly  occupied. 

,v^ '■'"''  Subsequent  to  his  return  from  Edinburi'"]!  he 
entered  the  Saint  James's  Volunteers,  and  in  1809 


LOUIS  XVIi:S  CAREER  EROM  1793  TILL  1S36.  41 

joined  the  Loyal    British  Artificers  as  an  officer. 
In  181 1  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain. 

In  iZi'X  he  retired  from  the  musical  profession,  He  retires 

^  J-  '  from  th.,- 

on  account  of  the  weary   monotony  of  teaching-,  }""/;!;',■'';,;;';'■ 
and  became  a  speculator  at  the  rotunda  of  the  specukao,. 
Bank  of  Eng;land. 

In    1814  he  visited   Calais;  but  the   return  of Hi,vi,it to 
Napoleon     Bonaparte,    in    1S15,    prevented    him 
going  to  Paris. 

In  1815a  visit  to  the  Old  Argyle  Rooms,  Regent  ■'>^ZfyT 
Street,  where  I'^ench  plays  were  performed,  is  Ko':?.ns 
recorded.  jNIrs.  ]\Ieves  and  her  reputed  son 
occupied  front  seats  in  the  boxes.  During  the 
performance  r\Irs.  ]Meves  left  the  box;  but  before 
doing  so,  requested  him  to  remain  till  her  return. 
In  her  absence  he  observed  a  lady  scrutinising 
him.  After  the  performance,  on  his  going  down- 
stairs, he  saw  sc\eral  ladies  and  gentlemen  bow 
and  curtsey  to  this  same  lad\-.  On  inquiring  who 
the  lady  was,  he  was  informed  it  was  the  Duchess 
of  Aneouleme.  At  the  time  he  attached  no  im- 
portance  to  the  circumstance,  however  ;  in  after 
years  his  opinion  was,  that  he  was  intentionally 
taken  to  the  Old  Argyle  Rooms,  so  that  the 
Duchess  might  see  him. 

In  1S16  he  visited   Paris,  having  a  letter  of  in-  jf".;'";;:- 
troJuction   to  Talma,  the   celebrated   actor.      Me  '"" 
also  became  acquainted  with  Herold,  the  operatic 
composer. 
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His  visit  to       He  thus  describes  his  visit  to  the  Palace  of  Ver- 

the  Falace 

of\ersaiiies.  g^jjigg  .  u  Having  procurcd  an  order  of  admittance 
in  the  courtyard  of  the  Palace,  I  entered,  and 
viewed  the  various  grand  apartments,  and  particu- 
larly observed  the  exquisitely  painted  ceilings  by 
Le  Brun.  An  old  Swiss,  attached  to  the  service 
of  the  Palace,  attended  me.  From  La  Grande 
Salle  des  Ambassades  I  viewed  the  maQ-nificcnt 
gardens.  The  attendant  then  conducted  me  to 
the  Grand  I'Escalier  des  Ambassades,  the  stairs  of 
which,  are  of  the  most  exquisite  and  rare  marble. 
Whilst  looking  over  the  balustrade  of  the  stair- 
case, and  attendino-  to  the  narration  of  the  old 
Swiss  guide,  Avho  was  recounting  the  attack  the 
populace  made  on  Versailles,  the  5th  and  6th  of 
October,  1789,  instinctively  I  looked  around  very 
attentively  ;  when  it  appeared  to  my  recollective 
powers,  that  the  ceiling,  the  stairs,  and  the  hall 
below  were  somehow  familiar,  and  seemed  to  cor- 
respond with  the  surroundings  of  a  place,  which 
had  often  in  m)'  life  been  recalled  to  memor\-, 
where  :  in  my  infancy,  I  was  in  the  lap  of  a  lad\-, 

'Tnenced.  -'^"d  licard  a  military  band  play  in  the  hall.  Wliat 
liad  so  impressed  the  circumstance  on  my  retentive- 
ness  was,  seeing  a  man  with  a  kettledrum  fixed 
on  his  back,  and  a  musician  beating  the  drum. 
Having  inquired  of  the  guide  h()V\-  it  was  that  one 
of  the  stairs  was  of  a  different  kind  of  marl)le,  he; 
re[)]ied  :  '  i\s  the  populace,  in  October.  1780,  was 
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forcing  its  way  in  from  the  doors,  entering  the  hall, 
the  ofuards  in  defendins:  the  staircase  with  their 
muskets,  destroyed  one  of  the  stairs,  and  the  marble 
being  of  so  rare  and  expensive  quality,  another  kind 
of  the  same  colour  had  been  substituted.'  I  then 
visited  the  Theatre  of  the  Palace.  After  which, 
when  left  to  myself,  I  reflected  on  what  I  had  seen, 
and  the  more  I  reflected,  the  more  I  felt  assured 
'  L'Escalier  des  Ambassades '  was  somehow 
familiar  to  me  ;  likewise  :  the  '  Salle  du  Theatre,' 
it  appearing  as  being  identical  with  a  place,  where; 
in  my  childhood,  I  had  been  much  caressed,  and 
seeinir    fireworks    displayed    by    soldiers."     The  hi- leisure 

t>  L  J  J  tunc.  \v>K 

Dauphin  frequcntl}'  visited  the  principal  Theatres  u^hiut'-u 

l';iri>. 

during  his  stay  at  Pans. 

On  visitintr  the  Palace  of  the  Tuileries  nothinof  Heviu.the 

•^  '^    'luilerie^. 

specially  attracted  his  notice  as  being  familiar  to 
him,  except ;  a  large  painting  in  the  room  of  the 
Garde-du-Corps.     On  his  return  to   Eno-land  he  "i^/ct'^n, 

J-  &  to    l.ll^l.ll.l 

resumed    the    musical   profession,    and    published'"''^''"''""'" 
several  compositions,  which  became  very  popular; 
and   at   times   made    trilling    speculations    at    the 
Stock  Exchange. 

An     incident,    happeninsj-    to     Mr.    !\Ieves     on  An  in,;.;-:,! 
''Change,"    called    forth   his  ado[)tcd    son's    inter- i^;; ';;;;.;  ■ 
ference.  His  conduct  pleased  Mr.  Moves  \er)-  mucli,  ''  '"'^' 
and  in  recognition  he  placed  ,C^ooo  in  their  joint 
tiames  at  i\\v.  Bank  of  England  ;   and  add(?d  mmn' 
other  kindnesses,  as  an  earnest  of  his  admiration. 


kill,  and 
rcvel.itii)ii 
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Demise  of         Jn    1818  Mt.    Mcvcs  dicd  from  the  effect   of 

Mr.  Meves. 

Reading  of  cliolera.     On   Mrs.    Meves  readino-  his  will,  she 

Mr.  Meves  s  c>  ' 

Mi-l'Mcvess  exclaimed  to  her  adopted  son  :  "  What  could  have 
induced  Air.  Meves  to  make  such  a  ivill  as  this,  dis- 
gracing me  by  naming  you  as  being  his  7iatural 
reputed  son,  and  making  yo2i>  appear  to  be  his  ille- 
gitimate son  ?  You,  my  dear  Auoustus,  are  the 
fruit  of  laiuful  n'cdlock ;  you  are  not  the  son  of  tJie 
late  Mr.  Meves,  nor  are  you  my  son  ;  you,  Augicstus, 
oiue  your  existence  to  the  ^unfortunate  Marie  An- 
toinette, Queen  of  France.  Site  was  your  mother, 
zuho,  in  your  infancy  intrusted  you  to  my  care ;  and 
I  have  done  more  than  a  mothei^'s  duty  to  you. 
For  you  I  have  becoine  estranged  from  society  ifi  my 
determination  to  protect  you,  and  have  lost  every  one 
that  ivas  dear  to  me.  Never  let  this  disclosure 
escape  your  lips  ivhilst  I  am  living.  Renumber 
tzuo  attempts  Jiave  been  made  on  your  life,  zvhich 
nearly  took  fatal  efject,  and  tlie  tJiird  might  be  de- 
cisive. The  circumstance  of  your  conveyance  to 
England  is  known  to  the  ArchbisJiop  of  Pat  is, 
and  should  it  be  hereafter  reqiiired,  your  identity 
can  be  proved  as  positive  as  the  S7in  at  noon-day. 
The  late  Mr.  Meves,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life, 
went  to  Paris,  and  obtained  an  interview  with 
the  Oitecn  of  P^rance  in  the  prison  of  the  Concic)-- 
gerie,  where  lie  made  the  Oiiccn  a  promise  regard- 
ing you,  luhich  he  kept  to  the  latest  hour  of  his 
existence^ 
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This  disclosure  naturally  unsettled  and  per- '^.fr="  "f '^e 
plexed  the  Dauphin,  for  his  early  recollections 
were  but  vaguely  defined.  After  the  disclosure, 
not  feelino-  satisfied  as  to  the  real  cause  of  Mr. 
Meves's  decease,  he  obtained  an  order  for  the  dis- 
interment of  the  bod}',  so  as  to  ascertain  precisely 
and  satisfactorily  the  cause  of  death.  The  oppo- 
sition he  met  with  and  other  circumstances  causing- 
his  resolution  laid  him  on  a  bed  of  illness,  and 
through  incautious  treatment  he  remained  in  a 
precarious  state  for  some  time,  it  being  two  years 
at  least,  before  his  health  was  fully  re-established. 

Antecedent  to  the  disclosure  of  Mrs.  Mevcs,  all  i<cncca.,n>. 
the  actions  of  the  reputed  Augustus  Meves  were 
compatible  with  the  sphere  in  life  in  wliich  he 
moved,  and  in  no  way  prior  to  that  revelation  had 
he  identified  himself  as  being  any  other  than  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meves.  Certainly  no  one 
could  have  known  better  than  INIrs.  Meves  her- 
self, whether  he  was  her  own  son  or  that  of 
another  person. 

In  1 82 1  the  Dauphin  became  a  speculator,  and  ,';;!',•; .^^^^"■ 
experienced  its  vicissitudes.  s:'t..a,.unr. 

Just   antecedent  to    Mrs.    ^Meves's   decease,    in  ,^J,'' i^^'^^'f ' 
1S23,  she  rec[uested  of  her  reputed  son  the  sum  of -"'i^^'^'r^' 
,-^100  to  present  to  an   attendant.      This  lie  did ''■"''^''^''''^-■ 
not  altogether  consent  to,  but  said  he  would  make 
a  suitable  present  in  accordance  with  his  means  ; 
but  whatever  was   required  for  her  own  personal 
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comfort  and  services,  he  would  have  happiness  in 
providing.  He  then  took  about  ^20  from  his 
bureau,  which  he  gave  to  Mrs.  Meves.  Whether 
this  refusal  to  comply  fully  to  her  wishes  may  have 
deterred  her  from  addincf  more  than  she  had 
already  stated,  is  an  open  question,  as  she  but 
reiterated  her  revelation,  with  advice,  namely  : 
I'iev-eration  "  T/idt  Jic  zuds  710  otJicr  tkau  the  second  sou  of 
Meves  and    Mavic  Antoinette  ',  and  sJiotdd  he  ever  have  occasion 

advice. 

to  write  to  the  Duchess  of  Angonlanc,  alt  he  had  to 
state,  zuas ;  that  he  had  on  the  instep  of  his  left  foot 
a  cicatrice,  ivhicli  was  occasioned  by  a  pro7ig  of  a 
buckle  wounding  Jiini  when  a  child  zuit/i  her  in 
France;   adding,   ^  Mind,  Align stns,   not   to  enter 
into  any  particulars,  for,  if  y oil  do,  you  luill  be  lost. 
N^ cither  be  induced  to  read  any  private  memoirs  of 
the  Queen  of  France,  as  it  will  only  set  your  mind 
zuoo leathering  :  for  hozu  is  it  possible  that  circum- 
stances can  be  knozvn  to  historians,  zvhich  are  neces- 
sary to  be  kept  secret  f  " 
ordinary"  Subsequcntly  a  singular  incident  occurred  at  his 

his  banker.',  banlvcrs'.  Havinfj  left  his  bank-book  for  certain 
entries  to  be  made,  on  its  return  he  found  a  sum 
of  money  placed  to  his  credit,  amounting  to  ^4750, 
of  which  he  had  no  knowledge.  Upon  making  in- 
(juiryof  his  bankers — 'Messrs.  Remington, Stephen- 
son, and  Toulmin' — Mr.  Remington  said,  "That 
sum,  Sir,  has  been  placed  at  our  firm  to  }our  account, 
and   we    have  entered    it  on  our  ledger."      Mr. 
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Toulmin  then  remarked,  "  Do  you  not  expect 
money  to  be  placed  to  your  account  from  Mrs. 
Jane  Higginson  ?  ^1000  was  paid  in  here  from 
Messrs.  Hoarc,  Barnett,  and  Co.  to  your  credit." 
He  answered,  "  That  is  all  right  ;  I  inherit  that 
sum  under  my  sister's  will,  being  part  of  a  mort- 
gage of  ^3000  on  ?^Irs.  Davenport's  estates  in 
Shropshire;  and  certainly  I  am  entitled  to  the  whole 
of  Mrs.  Higginson's  property,  but  she  is  alive 
and  well ;  however,  as  regards  this  ^4750,  I  am 
really  quite  ignorant  of  its  source."  "  Well,  Sir,  we 
can  only  say  the  money  has  been  placed  here  in 
the  name  of  Augustus  r\Icves  ;  and  you  can  write 
whatever  cheques  you  may  require  in  your  specu- 
lations in  the  funds,  and  we  shall  be  proud  to 
honour  them." 

Some  time  after  he  left  his  bank-book  to  have 
various  sums  placed  to  his  credit,  and  his  cheques 
returned.  On  receiving  his  book,  Mr.  Rowland 
Stephenson's  confidential  clerk  came  down  to  the 
counter,  and  said,  "Sir,  we  have  made  inquiry 
respecting  the  ^4750  placed  to  your  credit,  and 
fmd  it  is  an  error." 

The  following  particulars  are  given  as  the  pro-  inference 

after 

bable  source   whence    this   money    was    derived  :  "-c'lccti^n. 
The  reputed   ls\i\  Augustus   ?\Ieves,  whose  cause 
several  French   noblemen   of  Charles   X.'s  part)", 
"  some  years  subsequent  to  the  banking  incident," 
thought  highly  of;   and   as   two   gentlemen   con- 


48  LOUIS  XVirS  CAREER  FROM  1793  TILL  1836. 

ncctcd  with  the  French  RoyaHst  party,  were  about 
proceeding  from  London  to  Edinburgh  on  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  Duchesse  de  Berri,  these 
gentlemen  he  intrusted  with  a  message  to  the 
Duchess  of  Angouleme.  On  their  return  to 
London,  amongst  other  observations,  the  follow- 
ing appears  in  the  "■  A^Uobiography  of  Louis 
XVI ir :  "  Pray,  sir,  did  you  not  shortly  after  the 
decease  of  your  reputed  mother  receive  a  large 
sum  of  money  ?"  He  replied,  "  No,  gentlemen,  I 
did  not."  They  then  informed  him  that  the 
Duchess,  considering  he  might  possibly  have  some 
claim  on  her,  had  directed  a  sum  of  money  should 
be  so  placed  where  it  was  certain  to  come  into  his 
possession.  He  then  informed  them  he  had 
never  received  a  sum  of  money  from  such  a  source 
as  alluded  to  ;  nevertheless,  he  did  not  doubt  the 
kind  intentions  or  the  goodness  of  heart  of  the 
Duchess  of  Angouleme. 

On  after  reflection  the  Dauphin  was  under  the 
impression  the  sum  of  money  that  had  been  placed 
to  his  account  at  his  former  bankers',  and  the  sum 
forwarded  as  stated  for  liis  use  by  the  Duchess  of 
Angouleme,  were  one  and  the  same.  Ten  \-ears 
having  elapsed  since  the  banking  incident  and 
the  interview  with  the  Royalist  gentlemen,  and 
in  the  interim  the  banking  firm  of  Messrs.  Stephen- 
son and  Co.  failed,  and  Mr.  Rowland  Stephen- 
son, himself,  having  fled  the  country  on  account  of 
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his  defalcations,  which  conduct  impressed  the 
Dauphin  into  the  beHef  that  Mr.  Stephenson, 
finding  he  was  in  perfect  ignorance  from  what 
source  the  '^4750'  had  been  placed  to  his  credit, 
and  his  refusing  to  draw  cheques  on  the  amount, 
had  appropriated  the  money  to  his  own  use. 

Lord  William  Pitt  Lennox,  thus  writes  of  Row-  '"'i' ^''^". 
land  Stephenson,  in  his  ''Fifty  Years  Biographical'krXi^l^^^.'l, 

the  banker. 

Reminiscences',^  published  in  1S63  : — 

"  That  Rowland  Stephenson  carried  on,  under 
the  cloak  of  religion,  respectability,  and  morality, 
the  most  nefarious  transactions,  and  made  away 
with  money  intrusted  to  his  care  cannot  be  denied. 
A  more  plausible  or  agreeable  an  acquaintance 
I  never  had,  and  although  I  could  not  help  feeling 
gratified  that  an  exposure  had  been  made  which 
would  warn  others  from  placing  any  confidence 
in  such  men,  I  was  grieved  when  I  heard  that  he 
had  been  compelled  to  flee  the  country.  Had  I 
been  possessed  of  wealth,  so  implicit  was  my  faith 
in  him,  that  I  should  probably  have  lost  my  whole 
fortune.  He  once  asked  me  to  remove  my  account 
from  Cox  and  Greenwood  to  his  house,  but  as  I 
believed  the  balance  was  on  the  wrong  side,  I 
gratefully  declined  his  offer." 

The    Dauphin,     from    old    servitors    of    Mrs.  f^'^n '.n ?n  ".■' 
Meves's,  made  inquiries  respecting  her  early  life, -Moves"''" 

family. 

movements  and  occupation,  and  thus  gained  her 
history. 

Time  passed  till  the  year  1S30  without  anytliinc: 
important  transpiring. 

4 
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Anj"^>dent  Frcqucntly  on  returning  from  the  city  the 
^^^^'  Dauphin  dined  at  a  French  tavern  in  the  Strand. 
On  one  occasion  whilst  there,  a  Monsieur  Lassleur, 
who  he  had  observed  on  several  previous  occa- 
sions, introduced  himself  by  throwing  a  French 
silver  coin  on  the  table,  and  saying : — *'  Que  cet 
gentilhomme  ressemble  a  Louis  Seize."  This 
observation  was  taken  up  by  other  French  gentle- 
men present,  a  conversation  then  ensued,  and 
before  the  Dauphin  left  the  tavern,  he  invited  the 
party  to  pay  him  a  visit  at  his  residence  in  South- 
ampton Street,  Strand.  They  accepted  the  invi- 
tation, and  after  visiting  the  Dauphin  a  time  or 
so,  Monsieur  Lassleur  made  the  following  pro- 
A proposal,  posali — "Sir,  would  you  have  any  objection 
accompanying  us  to  France  ?"  The  answer  was  : 
He  had  no  objection,  but  being  in  negotiation 
about  selling  an  Estate  he  possessed  in  Kent,  and 
the  lease  of  his  house,  likewise  having  only 
recently  become  a  father,  it  was  his  duty,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  make  arrangements  for  his  child's 
welfare  and  happiness,  and  until  such  business  was 
settled  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  entertain 
the  proposal.  He  then  remarked  : — "  Gentlemen, 
supposing  I  were  to  go  to  Paris,  wliat  are  your 
intentions  ?"  "  Sir,"  they  replied,  "  our  intentions 
are,  on  your  arrival  to  provide  you  with  a  suite  of 
apartments,  where  you  will  have  everything  you  may 
require,  and  in  return,  all  we  have  to  request  is,  that 
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you  will  remain  as  silent  regarding  yourself  as  you 
possibly  can,  and  not  enter  into  any  conversation  or 
explanation  with  any  persons  except  ourselves,  for 
the  proof  of  your  identity  must  rest  with  us ;  we 
know  perfectly  well  who  you  are,  as  your  proof 
exists  on  your  own  person,  and  we  are  fully  con- 
vinced you  are  the  true  Louis  XVII.;  moreover, 
when  you  were  in  Paris  in  1816  the  great  resem- 
blance you  bore  to  Louis  XV I.  caused  much 
conversation."  In  continuation  they  said  : — "  Our 
plan  is  to  take  you  on  some  particular  evening  to 
the  Theatre,  when  it  will  be  well  filled  with  our 
adherents,  you  will  be  seated  in  a  conspicuous 
box,  when  some  one  will  rise  in  the  pit,  and 
observe  to  his  friend,  "  Que  cet  gentilhomme  res- 
semble  a  Louis  Seize !"  When  his  friend  will 
answer :  "  Comme  deux  gouttes  d'eau."  This 
will  be  repeated  and  re-repeated,  when  an  old 
French  orentleman  of  the  his^hest  rank  in  France 
will  be  appealed  to  for  his  opinion  ;  he  has  a 
knowledge  of  your  person  and  is  sure  to  be  at  the 
Theatre  the  niirht  we  intend  takinij  you,  and  if 
he  answers,  after  well  observing  you,  he  belives 
you  to  be  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.,  the  true  heir  to 
the  throne  of  France,  we  shall  at  once  raise  the 
cry  of  "  V' ive  Louis  XVH.  !"  and  endeavour  to 
carry  our  point,  as  the  wholj  of  Paris  at  the  present 
moment  is  ripe  for  a  change  of  government. 
The  rcpU'to  the  abo\-e  proposition  was  :  --"  Gentle-  ■ 

4  ■-- 
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men,  to  tell  you  the  positive  truth,  I  assure  you 
I  have  no  ambition  to  die  the  death  of  Prince 
Murat.  The  greater  chance  would  be  were  I  to 
go  to  France  with  you,  that  I  should  be  either 
destroyed  or  incarcerated,  where  no  one  would  be 
able  to  trace  me,  and  I  assure  you  I  am  too  fond 
of  my  personal  liberty  to  risk  it  on  the  chance  of 
such  a  scheme.  No,  no,  gentlemen,  this  will  never 
do  for  me ;  what  I  desire  is  to  be  invited  to  France 
by  influential  persons,  when  I  will  at  once  arrange 
my  affairs  in  England  and  come  to  France  as 
speedily  as  possible.  I  am  ready  to  do  my  duty 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  do  not  think,  I 
am  so  incautious  of  myself  as  you  imagine,  or 
that  I  shall  act  in  a  manner,  or  countenance  any 
attempt  that  might  make  the  French  Nation  think 
lightly  or  indifferently  of  my  character."  Monsieur 
Lassleur  then  said  :  "  Tres  bien,  monsieur,  mais 
la  plus  belle  Trone  de  1' Europe  ne  veut-elle  pas 
vous  tenter  ?"  The  answer  was  : — "  Gentlemen, 
I  assure  you  no  temptation  in  the  world  would 
induce  me  to  leave  a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty. 
Here  I  am  happy,  contented  and  independent, 
and  have  the  full  enjoyment  of  social  liberty ; 
what  more  can  I  desire  on  earth,  so  long  as  I 
have  the  means  of  supporting  myself  indepen- 
dently ?" 
The  French       The  days  of  July  being  critical   in  France,  the 

)iarty  leave 

French  party  left  the  hotel  in  the  Strand. 


Kn>;!nnd  fo 
1'  ranee 
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A  letter  was  then  written  to  the  Marquis  of  (f""  to  the 

■^  Marquis  lie 

Lafayette  and  to  Prince  Perigord  de  Talleyrand,  a,?dX'nce 
stating  the  existence  of  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.  T^'i'eyrand 
and  Marie  Antoinette  and  his  place  of  residence. 
Charles  X.  quitted  France,  then  followed  the  in-  Abdication 

■■■  of  Charles 

surrection,  and  soon  the  son  of  the  regicide  Due  ^' 
d'Orleans,  (Egalite  Philippe,)  ascended  the  throne,  Duke  of 
as  Louis  Philippe,  King  of  the  French.  Throne.'^" 

The    ex-royal    family   took    refufje    in    Great  Am vai  of 

^  ■^  ^  the  ex-Royal 

Britain.     During  its  stay  the  Dauphin  wrote  the  Pra^ceT/ 
following  to  the  Duchess  of  Angouleme  : —  '"^''" ' 

"To  the  Duchess  of  Angouleme, 
Luhvorth  Castle. 

"  S^ptcmbcr  27id,  1830. 

"Your  Royal  Highness, —  Circumstances  Letter  from 
having  arisen  which  emboldens  me  to  address  to  the ''^^"" 
your  Royal  Highness,  an  imperative  duty  seems  to  AnRouil" 
impel  me,  which  I  hope  your  goodness  will  pardon, 
when  I  call  your  attention  to  the  following  memo- 
rial. 

"It  was  my  misfortune  to  lose  my  good  father 
in  the  year  18 18,  and  in  reading  over  his  will  to 
my  mother,  after  some  bequests  to  his  relatives  in 
Brunswick,  he  leaves  the  remainder  of  his  property 
to  me,  as  his  reputed  son,  Augustus  Meves.  That 
my  father,  to  whom  I  had  ever  shown  the  most 
affectionate  duty,  should  have  thus  named  me  in 
his  will  as  his  reputed  son  affected  me  greatly, 
Avhen  my  mother  overcame  my  affliction  by  stating 
what  I  now  write,  and  humbly  request  your  serious 
attention  to, — namely  :  'Augustus,  Mr.  Meves  was 
not  your  father,  nor  am  I  your  mother,  but  you 
owe  me  a  greater  duty  than  if  I  were  your  mother. 


me. 
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For  you  I  have  been  estranged  from  society  in  my 
determination  to  protect  you,  and  have  lost  every 
one  that  was  dear  to  me.  Y021,  Augustus,  were 
born  in  France,  and  ozue  your  existence  to  the  un- 
fortunate JMaric  Antoinette^  Queen  of  France.  She 
was  your  mother,  and  the  circumstance  of  your  being 
conveyed  to  England  is  known  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Paris.  Remember  two  attempts  have  been  made 
on  your  Hfe,  which  nearly  proved  successful,  the 
third  may  be  entirely  so,  therefore  be  cautious, 
and  never  let  this  disclosure  escape  your  lips  so 
lono:  as  I  am  livinsf.  Should  it  hereafter  be  re- 
quired,  the  circumstance  of  your  being  alive  is 
known,  and  your  identity  shall  be  proved  as  plain 
as  the  sun  at  noon-day.' 

"  This  disclosure  greatly  affected  me,  which,  to- 
gether with  my  severe  loss,  brought  me  into  a  high 
state  of  fever,  so  much  so,  that  I  could  not  ad- 
minister to  my  father's  effects  for  nearly  two 
months  after  his  decease.  During  this  melancholy 
period,  my  mother  possessed  herself  of  my  father's 
letters,  as  my  medical  attendants  stated  to  her  that 
some  circumstances  connected  with  my  father's 
decease  weighed  heavily  on  my  mind. 

"In  January  1823  I  lost  my  amiable  mother. 
Word  was  brought  me  that  a  Miss  Powell,  a  friendly 
attendant  of  hers,  was  crivinof  directions  for  the  re- 
moval  of  her  trunks  to  the  Hanover  Square 
Rooms.  Upon  my  arrival  at  her  residence  in 
Conduit  Street,  Miss  Powell  stated  to  me,  that 
Mrs.  Mcves's  wishes  were,  '  that  no  papers  of  hers 
should  be  opened  until  after  her  interment,'  and 
that  in  obedience  to  her  desire  she  had  taken  Mrs. 
INIevcs's  trunks  under  her  care,  and  in  due  time  they 
should  be  returned  to  me, — through  which  means 
I  have  hitherto  never  been  able  to  ascertain  the 


LOUIS  XVinS  CAREER  FROM  1793   TILL  1836.  55. 

particulars  of  my  mother's  residence  in  the  Court 
of  France,  from  written  documents. 

"  I  have  since  learned  that  my  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Marianne  Crowley,  shortly  after 
my  birth  went  to  France,  under  the  name  of 
Schroeder,  which  name  is  my  deceased  father's 
maternal  family  name,  Meves  being  the  paternal 
family  name,  which  circumstance  I  never  ascer- 
tained till  very  lately.  Likewise  ;  that  to  Madame 
Schroeder's  care  was  entrusted  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  that  the  Queen  of  France  had  the 
greatest  esteem  and  confidence  in  her,  and  intro- 
duced her  to  the  Princesse  de  Lamballe  when  she 
came  to  England  in  July,  1787. 

"  What  I  know  concerning  myself  is  this :  I 
remember  in  my  early  youth  having  been  ex- 
tremely unwell,  and  that  during  a  severe  illness, 
on  my  arrival  in  England,  where  persons  about 
me  appeared  as  strangers.  That  on  my  recovery 
I  was  placed  at  a  Messrs.  Thornton's  boarding- 
school,  at  Horsham,  in  Sussex,  about  the  year 
1 790 ;  and  I  well  remember  my  unhappiness  in 
not  being  able  to  understand  what  was  said  to  me, 
as  I  only  understood  the  French  language  at  that 
time.  Here  I  remained  for  nearly  two  years,  and 
was  kept  at  school  during  the  holidays.  On  my 
return  to  the  care  of  my  father,  in  1792,  I  had 
lost  all  knowledge  of  the  French  language,  which 
my  father  completed  by  teaching  me  the  German 
language.  I  have  lately  found  a  paper  containing 
the  baptismal  register  of  Augustus  Meves,  to- 
gether with  some  light-coloured  hair,  and  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  moles  and  marks  about  his  person,  '  7iot 
one  of  iK-'Jiich  moles  or  viarks  I  have'  The  moles 
and  marks  about  my  person  are  a  mole  below  the 
chest,  'on  the  middle  of  the  stomach,'  and  a  cicati"ice 
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on  the  instep  of  my  left  foot,  which  my  mother 
said  was  occasioned  by  the  prong  of  a  buckle 
wounding  me  when  a  child  in  France.  Should 
any  of  these  circumstances  here  related  bring  any 
recollection  to  the  mind  of  your  Royal  Highness, 
and  should  you  be  pleased,  on  due  reflection,  to 
allow  me  the  honour  of  an  interview,  I  shall,  on 
the  receipt  of  your  commands,  wait  on  you,  and 
whatever  the  result  may  be,  I  hope  your  goodness 
will  pardon  my  presumption  in  thus  addressing 
you,  as  I  cannot  help  believing  that  my  mother 
was  too  honourable  to  have  deceived  me,  as  to 
my  knowledge  the  strength  and  ability  of  her 
mind  were  ever  pre-eminent. — I  remain,  with  the 
most  profound  feeling  of  respect,  your  Royal 
Highness's  devoted,  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Augustus  Meves. 

"  P.S. — A  variety  of  occurrences,  and  conver- 
sations with  persons  who  were  acquainted  with  my 
mother  in  early  life,  w^ould  be  better  related  than 
communicated  by  letter,  and  should  your  Royal 
Highness  condescend  to  permit  me  an  interview, 
it  would  at  once  set  the  matter  at  rest." 

Not  having  received  any  answer  to  the  letter, 
and  as  the  ex-royal  family  were  about  quitting 
England,  he  again  wrote  to  Her  Royal  Highness 
as  follows  : — 

*'  To  Her  Royal  Highness 

The  Duchess  of  Angouleme, 

"  London,  June  Gt/i,  1 83  r. 

xvi'i'.  **  Having  lately  read  in  the  newspapers  a  report 

..con-j  letter  |-|^^|-  y^^j.  j^Qy^]  Highncss  is  about  to  quit  England, 

Duc)ic«^  of 
Angoultir.c 
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to  reside  on  your  estates  in  Hungary,  and  under 
the  impression  tliat,  by  some  mischance,  a  letter  I 
addressed  to  Lulworth  Castle  may  not  have  reached 
its  destination,  and  some  circumstances  relating  to 
me  may  still  remain  unknown  to  your  Royal  High- ' 
ness,  I  therefore  at  once  recur  to  the  object  of  my 
addressing  you,  and  hope  your  kindness  and 
urbanity  will  pardon  me. 

"At  the  death  of  my  father,  in  August,  1S18, 
my  mother  disclosed  to  me,  that  I  luas  not  the  son 
of  Jllr.  ]Villiani  Schrocdcr  Mcvcs,  or  her  son,  but 
that  I  was  the  son  of  the  uiifortttnate  Alarie 
Antoinette,  Queen  of  France,  the  Queen  having,  in 
viy  infancy,  confided  me  to  her  care,  and  the  circum- 
stance of  my  being  conveyed  to  England  zuas  knoivn 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Paris ;  and  that  she,  in  her 
determination  to  protect  me,  had  been  estranged  from 
her  family.  Within  a  feiu  days  of  Mrs.  Mevess 
death,  in  faiiuary,  1823,  she  again  more  fully 
related  to  vie  the  fact,  that  the  Queen  was  the  mother 
of  tzuo  male  children,  the  Dauphin  and  the  Duke 
of  Noi'mandy,  the  latter  of  whom  was  still  living ; 
and  she  then,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  declared 
to  vie,  that  I  was  that  person.  She  reminded  me  of 
two  attempts  that  had  been  made  on  my  life,  and  of 
a  singular  circumstance  that  happened  to  me  in 
Paris,  where  I  was  for  a  short  time,  in  the  year 
1816. 

"  I  have,  since  her  death,  been  informed  that, 
shortly  after  my  birth  in  1785,  she  went  to  Paris 
under  the  name  of  Schroeder,  and  was  engaged 
by  the  Queen  of  France  to  nurse  a  child  the 
Queen  had  at  that  time  given  birth  to  ;  and  that 
she  received  a  pension  from  the  French  Court  till 
1792;  and  that  the  name  of  Schroiider  was  the 
family  name  of  my  father,  on  the  female  side. 
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"  In  the  month  of  June,  1830,  when  I  resided 
at  38,  Southampton  Street,  Strand,  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  several  French  gentlemen,  who 
were  very  urgent  in  their  invitations  for  me  to  ac- 
company them  to  Paris.  They  remarked  upon 
my  great  resemblance  to  the  Bourbon  family,  and 
that  my  likeness  to  Louis  XYI.,  was  such  :  that  I 
should  excite  the  greatest  attention,  from  the 
resemblance  I  bore  to  that  unfortunate  monarch. 

"  A  French  officer.  Colonel  de  Bigault  Des- 
foucheres,  who  was  introduced  at  my  house,  w^as 
pressing  in  his  polite  attentions  to  me. 

"  A  Captain  d'Oliviera,  whose  father  had  been 
ambassador  to  England  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XV., 
on  my  making  some  inquiries  of  him,  stated  :  that 
he  had  been  Page  of  Honour  to  the  Princesse  de 
Lamballe,  and  that  he  well  remembered  Madame 
Schroeder,  and  that  the  Queen  introduced  her  to 
the  Princesse  de  Lamballe,  to  accompany  her  when 
she  came  to  England,  in  July,  1787. 

"  I  lately  had  occasion  to  write  to  Shropshire,  to 
Mr.  Davenport,  and  he,  in  a  letter  to  me,  states 
that  Mrs.  Meves  went  to  P^ ranee  in  the  name  of 
Schroeder,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Countess 
of  Harrington.* 

"  I  cannot  suppose  my  mother  deceived  me,  as 
she  was  a  lady  of  the  highest  capacity,  and  honour  ; 
and  this  belief,  joined  with  corroborative  evidence, 
makes  me  imagine  that  some  peculiar  mystery 
surrounds  me. 

"  On  my  own  part,  I  can  trace  my  being  in  Eng- 
land to  the  year  1790,  when  I  was  jjlaced  by  my 
parents  at  Messrs.  Thornton's  school,  at  Horsham, 
where  I  remained  for  at  least  two  years. 

*  See  ''  Antobii^rapliy  Louis  XVII."  page  43,  for  Mr. 
Davenport's  letter. 
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"  The  extraordinary  events  which  have  lately 
taken  place  lead  me  to  consider  it  a  solemn  duty 
to  inform  your  Royal  Highness  of  these  circum- 
stances;  and  could  an  interview  be  brought  about, 
or  some  confidential  person  be  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  affair,  some  clue  would  doubtless  be 
found,  and  the  happiest  result  be  the  consequence." 
— I  remain,  with  the  most  profound  respect  towards 
your  Royal  Highness,  your  respectful  and  humble 
servant, 

"  Augustus  Meves. 

"  8,  Bath  Place,  New  Road." 

Certain  anachronisms  occur  in   the  correspon-  An^chro- 
dence,   which   require    explanation.      In    the    first 
letter,  dated  2nd  September,  1830,  viz.  : — 

**  I  remember  in  my  early  youth  having  been 
extremely  unwell,  and  that  during  a  severe  illness, 
on  my  arrival  in  England,  persons  about  me  ap- 
peared as  strangers.  On  my  recovery  I  was 
placed  at  a  Messrs.  Thornton's  boarding-school 
at  Horsham,  in  Sussex,  about  the  year  1790,  and 
I  well  remember  my  unhappiness  in  not  being  able 
to  understand  what  was  said,  as  I  only  understood 
the  French  language  at  the  time.  Here  I  re- 
mained for  nearly  two  years,  and  was  kept  at 
school  during  the  holidays.  On  my  return  to  the 
care  of  my  father,  in  1792,  I  had  lost  all  know- 
ledge of  the  French  language,  which  he  completed 
by  teaching  me  German." 

In  the  second  letter,  dated  June  6th,  1S31, 
viz.  : — ■ 

"On   my  own  part,  I   can  trace  my  being  in 
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England  to  the  year,  1790,  when  I  was  placed  by 
my  parents  at  Messrs.  Thornton's  school,  at  Hor- 
sham, where  I  remained  for  at  least  two  years." 

ftiiuxpuna-  The  above  anachronism  is  entirely  attributable 
anachro-''  to  misinformation.  The  reputed  Mr.  Aug^ustus 
Meves's  recollections  were  of  facts,  not  precise 
dates.  The  statements  referring  to  dates  when 
he  wrote  to  the  Duchess  of  Angoulcme  and 
during  the  period  he  was  surrounded  by  the  ad- 
herents of  Charles  X.  till  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Marquis  of  Bonneval  were  adapted,  from  in- 
formation received.  The  reminiscences  of  his 
early  life,  as  regard  impression  and  action,  are 
correct,  the  dates  and  stated  places  of  action,  alonc^ 
are  incorrect,  which  deferential  errors  are  solely 
attributable  to  the  sources  whence  they  arose. 
The  true  Augustus  Meves  had  been  placed  at  a 
boarding-school  at  Horsham,  about  the  year  1790, 
and  it  is  through  this  school  the  errors  respecting 
dates  and  place  arise,  for  that  circumstance  enabled 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meves  to  directly  confuse  and  de- 
ceive their  reputed  son,  "  the  Dauphin,"  on  account 
of  its  representative  similarity,  coinciding,  in 
many  respects,  with  the  Tower  of  the  Temple, 
the  Horsham  school  having  formerly  been  a 
county  prison.  In  the  course  of  the  Dauphin's 
life,  when  he  has  adverted  to  certain  incidents 
that  had  happened  to  him,  in  reality  at  the  Tower 
of  the  Temple,  Mr.  and    Mrs.    Meves   have   ac- 
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counted  for  them  occurring  at  this  school,  and 
incidents  prior"  as  having  taken  place  at  public 
entertainments,  and  thus  it  was  that  all  reminis- 
cences in  connection  with  his  early  career  referring 
to  dates  were  incorrect,  for  he  unconsciously  appro- 
priated the  dates  and  place  pertaining  in  reality  to 
Augustus  Meves,  in  England  ;  and  till  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Marquis  of  Bonneval,  in  the 
year  1835,  he  specified  the  incidents  that  had 
happened  to  himself  "  as  the  Dauphin  "  whilst  in 
the  palaces  of  Versailles  and  the  Tuileries,  and 
the  Tower  of  the  Temple,  as  having  occurred  in 
England.  His  only  actual  errors,  equitably  con- 
sidered, were;  in  s?Ly\ng  England  instead  of  France, 
and  the  pseudo  dates  and  place.  The  reminiscences 
themselves  were  perfectly  accurate. 

The  1 789  anachronism  is  fully  and  precisely 
explained  in  pages  196,  197,  and  200  to  202  of  the 
^'  Aictobiographyy  To  briefly  state  the  particulars, 
the  brother  of  the  reputed  father  of  the  supposed 
Augustus  Meves,  who,  when  the  latter  named 
questioned  him  respecting  what  he  knew  of  his 
early  life,  stated  : — That  his  brother  was  a  painter, 
and  in  1789  left  London  for  Lord  Stamford's  on 
professional  business,  but  previous  to  going  he 
placed  his  son  Augustus  under  the  care  of  a  nurse 
at  Battersea.  During  his  absence,  Mrs.  Meves 
got  possession  of  the  boy  and  took  him  with  her 
to   France.      After  the   attack    on    the    palace  of 
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Versailles,  in  1789,  Mrs.  Meves  returned  to  Eng- 
land and  placed  her  son  at  a  school  at  Horsham, 
in  Sussex,  where  he  remained  till  1792. 

As  the  Dauphin  was  only  four  years  of  age  in 
1 789,  and  Augustus  Meves  the  same,  whether 
Dauphin  or  Augustus  Meves,  precludes  him  being 
accepted  as  an  authority  on  his  own  sole  respon- 
sibility. However,  that  being  the  period  he  was 
given  to  understand  Mrs.  Meves  returned  to  Eng- 
land from  France,  and  his  recollection  of  her  reve- 
lation and  injunctions,  just  previous  to  her  decease, 
namely  : — ''Mind,  Augicstics,  not  to  oiter  into  any 
partiailars,for  if  you  do,  you  zuill  be  lost.  Neither 
be  indueed  to  read  any  private  memoirs  of  the  Queen 
of  Fra7ice,  as  it  will  only  set  your  mind  wool- 
gatheri7ig,for  how  was  it  possible  that  circumstances 
could  be  known  to  historians,  which  were  necessary 
to  be  kept  secret.''  Likewise  her  statement  on  read- 
ing Mr.  William  Meves's  will: — ''Augustus,  the 
circumstance  of  your  conveyance  to  England  is 
known  to  the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  and  should  it 
hereafter  be  required,  your  identity  can  be  proved  as 
positive  as  the  sun  at  noon-day''  The  above  and 
a  concatenation  of  circumstances  made  him  adopt 
the  date  of  his  supposed  arrival  as  coinciding  with 
information  received,  the  sole  authority  which  led 
him  into  this  error,  "  this  egregious  error,"  being 
the  Meves  information,  but  as  antecedently  stated, 
the  boy  and  all  that  transpired  in  England  up  to 
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October,  1 793,  appertains  individually  to  the  true 
Augustus  Meves,  so  far  as  refer  to  specified  in- 
accurate dates  and  place. 

Three  years  after  writing  the  letters  to  the 
Duchess  of  Angoulcme,  the  Dauphin  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Marquis  of  Bonneval,  who  averred 
he  guarded  the  carriage  that  contained  the  fugitive 
Dauphin-king  as  far  as  the  coast  of  Normandy, 
in  the  month  of  October,  1793.  In  one  of  the 
conversations  between  the  Dauphin  and  the  Mar- 
quis, the  following  interrogatory  was  placed  by 
the  latter : — "  What  do  you  recollect  of  your 
arrival  in  England,  and  when  have  you  been  led 
to  suppose  you  first  came  under  Mr.  Meves's 
care  ?  He  replied,  "  He  was  led  to  believe  he 
first  came  under  Mr.  Aleves's  care  in  1792,  from 
a  boarding-school  at  Horsham,  which  school  had 
formerly  been  a  county  prison,  but  as  to  his  own 
individual  recollection,  he  was  positive  of  being 
placed  at  a  boarding-school  at  Wandsworth,  where 
he  remembered  his  school-fellows  leavinc:  during 
the  holidays,  and  he  remained  until  rsirs,  Meves 
came  and  took  him  away  to  her  residence,  from 
where  he  saw  some  illuminations.  IMrs.  Meves 
Jiad  informed  him  tJiese  illuminations  had  taken 
place  in  the  year  1792  ;  hoz^'ever,  they  n'ere  actual  I  v 
those  green  in  honour  of  Lord  Ilon'e  s  victory,  in 
fujie,  I  794,  which  lasted  three  consecutive  days." 
This  fact,  again,  accounts  for  the  error  of  the  i  792 
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date,  the  event  being  described  as  happening  two 
years  before  it  actually  took  place.  Thornton's 
school  at  Horsham  is  the  authority  acquired  from 
tracing,  nevertheless  it  answered,  in  reminiscence, 
the  Tower  of  the  Temple  at  Paris,  both  as  re- 
garded time  and  in  many  respects  recollection ; 
but  Tempest's  Wandsworth  school  was  the  actual 
personal  reminiscence  of  the  Dauphin's  experience, 
as  being  the  school  at  which  he  attended,  shortly 
after  his  arrival  in  England  in  1794.  Wherever 
error  in  date  and  place  have  occurred  on  the 
Dauphin's  part,  its  originating  source  has  been 
through  adhering  to  the  systematic  plan  of  in- 
tentional misdirection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meves  and  the  particulars  furnished  by  Mr.  George 
Meves  in  adopting  the  date  of  the  Dauphin's 
evasion  having  been  effected  after  the  attack  on 
the  palace  of  Versailles  in  October,  1789,  when, 
as  stated  in  page  62,  Mrs.  Meves  returned  to 
England  from  France  and  placed  her  son  at  the 
Horsham  school. 

It  is  apparent  the  Dauphin  relied  too  much  and 
adhered  too  strictly  to  the  information  received 
instead  of  ascertainincr  from  authentic  records  the 
given  history  of  the  events  connected  with  the 
royal  family  of  France  till  the  year  1795.  When 
this  explanation  is  maturely  considered,  it  will  be 
found  the  recollections  and  statements  are  compa- 
tible and  substantiallycorrect  on  the  Dauphin's  part. 
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The  daiii>hter  of  Louis  XVI.  remained  in  cap-  "^vhe'-cwher, 

o  1       and  now  tnc 

tivit}'  at  the  Tower  of  the  Temple  till  December,  Koyanfrst 
1795.     All   had  been  surmise  on  her  part  as  to  f^'-j  ^^_[^'|i^ 
the  real  fate  of  her  mother,  her  brother,  and  her  ""'^'' 
aunt.      Madame    de  Chantereine,    who  had    been 
appointed    to  attend   the    Princess  a   few   months 
prior   to    her   release,    conveyed    the    unpleasant 
intellii^ence  :  — "  Madame     has     lost     both     her 
parents."       "  And     my    brother  ?"'     inquired     the 
innocent  girl.     "  You   have  no  brother  now,"  was 
the  response.      "  And  my  aunt  ?"     "Your  aunt  is 
no  more." 

Thus  the  youno'  Princess  learnt  the  loss  of  those  Politic!  po. 
so  dear  to  her.  No  passing  thought  suggested  Royai  hi 
itself  that  all  revealed  was  otherwise  than  stated. 
W  h)-  in  the  gloom  of  the  prison-house  in  1 795 
c|uestion  the  authenticity  of  the  young  King's  as- 
serted fate  any  more  than  her  mother's,  or  her 
aunt's  }  At  an  age  when  the  heart  is  free,  pure, 
alfectionate  and  devoid  of  the  artificial,  the  princess 
accepted  her  fate  with  resignation. 

On  the  marriao'e  of  the  Princess  Royal  with  the  ^"'''^^■of'''* 

i>  -'  Princess 

Duke  of  Angouleme,  (the  eldest  son  of  the  Count  Du'chcsso? 

Aiigoulemc 

d'Artois,  )'oungest  brother  ol  Louis  XV 1.,  and 
subs;:f[uently  Charles  X.,)  her  [)o]ic\,  "politicalh" 
considered,"  was  thenceforth  •  directl)'  xestcd  in 
Charles  X.'s  family.  Whatever  came  to  her 
knowledge  subsequent  to  her  release  trom  the 
Temple   to   her  marriage,  and   from   then   till  her 

5 
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decease  respecting  her  brother's  evasion  from  tlie 
Temple  and  existence,  peremptorily  commanded 
her  secrecy.  Had  she  openly  proclaimed  her  belief 
in  Louis  XVI I. 's  existence,  Louis  XVI I L  and 
Charles  X.'s  regal  powers  would  havebeen  rendered 
untenable,  and  the  grandson  of  Charles  X.,  "the 
Duke  de  Bordeaux,"  (now  known  as  the  Count 
de  Cham,bord,)  succession  de  jure,  would  have 
collapsed. 
I;'?"'^     ,       Thus  the  policy  dictated  by  Louis  XVIII.  and 

X\  1 1 1,  and  ■•■  -'  ■' 

ukfma'um.'  Chades  X.  imperatively  commanded  the  Duchess 
of  Angouleme's  obedience  to  their  wishes,  which 
was  the  repudiation  of  her  brother. 

A  French  Aftcr  Charlcs  X.'s  abdication  (in  favour  of  the 

newspayier  \ 

fuLoiidol    Duke  of  Bordeaux),  and  arrival   in   Great  Britain, 
Visit  of  the    '^i   French   newspaijer  was  established  in  London, 

Count  r  on-  1       i- 

rea'TtoLou'is  entitled,  'Lc  Prccitrsciiv!  One  mornini'"  one  of  its 
editors,  Le  Comte  Fontaine  de  ]Moreau,  called  at 
the    Dauphin's   residence  and  requested  an   inter- 

ori^-niofthe  A^-i(.^v.  Ou  lils  belug  reccived  by  the  Daupliin,  he 
said,  "  Do  I  see  the  gentleman  wlio  has  commu- 
nicated with  her  Ro)-al  Flighness  the  Duchess  of 
Angoulenii,  at  Mol)rood  ?"  The  reply  was  : — ■ 
''  Yes,    I    am    the    gentleman."       A    conversation 

punwnof    then   ensued,    wlien    the   Count    said,    "Will    you 

ihc  \ibit.  "^ 

allow  me,  Sir,  to  examine  )0ur  hands  ?"  Com- 
plying with  the  request,  the  Count  then  remarked, 
"  By  what  means  did  the  scar  on  the  wrist  <^{  your 
left  hand  occur  .^"     Tlie  repl)-  was  :   "  Upon   my 
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word  and   lionour  I   do  not  know,  but   I  imagine 
from  some  tumour  in  childhood," 
The  real  origin  of  the  scar  was  : — 

"On  the  morning"  of  the  execution  of  Louis 
X\^I.,  the  Dauphin,  his  voice  lost  in  sobs,  rapidly 
traversed  the  outer  apartment,  descended  the  stairs 
without  any  one  being  able  to  stop  him,  and 
reached  the  courtyard  of  the  Temple.  He  there 
addressed  the  guards  in  the  most  pitiful  terms  of 
supplication,  his  hands  clasped,  and  throwing 
himself  on  his  knees,  exclaiming :  '  Laissez-m.oi 
passer,  messieurs,  laissez-moi  passer  que  je  me 
parle  au  peuple,  le  supplier  de  ne  pas  faire 
mourir  mon  pere.  Au  nom  de  Dieu,  laissezmoi 
passer.'  '"'•■ 

His  entreaties  were  vain;  and  in  despair  and 
excitement,  he  accidentally  struck  his  left  wrist  on 
the  point  of  one  of  the  guards'  bayonets.  This 
fact  being  known  to  the  Ro}al  Family,  occasioned 
the  Count's  recjuest  to  examine  the  asserted  Dau- 
phin's hands,  to  see  whether  he  possessed  such  a 
scar,  as  of  necessit)"  must  have  existed  on  the  son 
of  Louis  XVI.  The  Marquis  of  Bonneval,  to 
whom  the  Daiq)hin,  "subsequent  to  knowing  the 
Count  I'ontaine  de  "Morcaii,"  h.ad  been  introduced 
b\'  the  Abbe  I'rince  Charles  de  Broglic,  attached 
great  importance  to  the  scar  on  the  wrist.      (See 

*  Neckei"  on  ilic  ''  Rtroliiii'.!/!,'  vol.  i.  ]>.  106;  Eckarcl,  \k 
ijy,  '•  Mcmoires  Jlis'oriquis  sur  Louis  XILJ.;''  Bcauclicsne, 
v.  S,  vol.  ii.,  ••  Louis  XV IL' 
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page  77).*     In  resuming,  the  Count  desired  to  be 
permitted  to  see  his  bosom.      To  this,   says  the 
Dauphin,  I  objected,  and  said  I  had  some  blood- 
spots  on  my  chest,  and  a  dark-coloured  mole  on 
my  right  breast,  and  that  his  seeing  them  could  not 
possibly  be  of  particular  consequence.      He   then 
remarked,   "  You  will  pardon  me,  Sir,  when  I  tell 
you  I  am  like  Saint  Thomas,  I  must  see  before  \ 
believe,"      He  then   took  off  his  neckcloth,  and 
allowed  the  Count  to  examine  the  dark-coloured 
mole    on    his    right    breast,    and    his    bosom,    on 
which    were    several    singular    small    blood-spots, 
resembling   in  appearance   a  constellation   in  the 
Reflections.   Heavens.-'^"    The  son  of  Louis  XVI.  was  known  to 
have   possessed  these  singular  marks,  and  as  no 
allusion   in  the  letters  written  to   the  Duchess  of 
Angouleme  had  referred   to   these   particulars  of 
identity,   this   was    an    efficacious  way  of  testing 
the     bond-fide     character     of     the     claims     pre- 
ferred. 

Before  leaving  the  Count  gave  the  Dauphin  an 
invitation  to  an  evening  part}-,  and  remarked  he 
would  there  meet  Le  Comte  de  Jouffro)-,  a  gentle- 
man of  the  highest  talent  as  a  political  writer, 
also  the  Clievalier  de  X'ernieul,  and  possibl)-  Lc; 
Comte  de  Crouy,  who  was  attaclied  to  the  ser\-icc 
of  Charles  X. 

*  For  official  medical  ceniticates,  see  pp.  109,  wz,  115  and 
118. 


Kc^ult  of  tlic 
Count's  \iiit. 


LOUIS  XVI/.'S  CAREER  EROM  1793   TILL  1836.  69 

The  Count,  having  fulfilled  his  mission,  must  inference, 
have  been  highl}-  impressed  as  to  who,  in  reality, 
the  writer  of  the  letters  to  the  Duchess  of  An- 
gouleme  was.  The  visit  was  not  undertaken  in 
favour  of  the  asserted  Dauphin,  but  antagonistic 
to  the  claim.  The  demands  were  precise  and 
formal,  and  of  most  important  moment.  With 
the  Duchess  of  Angouleme  and  ex-Royal  Family 
of  France,  the  existence  of  the  congenital  and  mis- 
adventure scars,  constituted  weighty  significance. 
As  the  Count  had  ocular  demonstration  of  the 
special  marks  existing  on  the  reputed  Augustus 
]\Ieves,  he  personally  entertained  a  very  high 
opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  claims  preferred, 
and  perceived  the  claimant's  personal  ignorance  of 
the  transcendent  importance,  attached  to  their 
existence,  as  an  infallible  means  of  identifica- 
tion. 

At   the  evening  part}-,    sa)-s   the    Dauphin,    to  ,^°"<id2d"' 
which  tlie  Count  Fontaine  de  Moreau  Invited  him,  x.-*; ad'-'" 

.       1 .  herenti. 

he  was  entertained  with  great  hospitality,  and  was 
introduced  to  Le  Comte  de  Jouffroy,  also  to  Le 
Chevalier  de  Vernicul.  Upon  another  occasion 
he  was  introduced  to  L(i  Comte  de  Crouy.  The 
da\'  after  the  part)'  Le  Comte  de  Jouffroy  visited 
the  Dauphin,  and  before!  lea\ing  invited  him  to 
his  residence.  He  was  subsequent!)-  introduced 
b)'  tlic  Count  de  Jouffroy  to  the  Abbe  Prince 
Cliarles  de  BrogHc. 
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The  Count        Oil  ooc  occasioii  when  Le  Comtc  dc   Touffrov 

de  Jouffroy  s  j  j 

rcspmW    visited  the  Dauphin,  he  said,  "  Sir,  upon  due  re- 

the  Allied        n  '  •••1T«-'1/-- 

Povyersand  fiection,  mv  ODHiion  IS,  the  liritish  Government  is 

their  policy  •'         J- 

JoLoZ'"  perfecdy  well  aware  at  Bath  Place  lives  the  true 
son  of  Louis  XVI.  ;  but,  Sir,  the  danger  is  in 
acknowledging  you,  as  from  the  energy  of  your 
character,  you  might  put  the  whole  of  Europe  in 
a  state  of  fermentation  :  as  you  are  not  only  King 
of  France  in  right  of  birth,  but  also  heir  to  Maria 
Theresa,  Empress  of  Germany.  You  thereby  see 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  that  might  occur  were 
you  acknowledged  the  rightful  heir  to  the  Throne 

Louis _       of  France."     The  Dauphin  thus  replied,  "What 

opinion.  ^.Q^  g^^,^  Count,  possibly  is  the  case  ;  however,  I 
think  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  settle  what 
authority  Louis  XVI L  would  be  entitled  to,  were 
such  a  circumstance  to  take  place  as  my  being 
acknowledcfcd   the   rightful   heir  of  Louis   XVI." 

Ji'jSffroy's  The  Count  then  observed,  "  .Sir,  I  see  no  means 
so  ready  to  make  your  claims  known  as  the  Press. 
You  should  therefore  devise  some  means,  and 
publish  a  work  on  the  subject,  when  I  will  com- 
mence a  disputation  on  it,  which  doubtless  will 
raise  the  question  as  to  the  existence  of  Louis 
XVII.  Likewise,  I  advise  you  to  leave  London, 
and  make  a  sojourn  at  Jersey  as  soon  as  )-ou  con- 
veniently can,  and  there;  see  the  different  P'rench 
parties,  as  their  coming  to  London  and  seeing  you 
would  be  of  little  a\ail,  on  account  of  you  being 


d. 

advice. 
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known  there  for  so  many  years  as  a  professor  of 
music,  and  your  habits,  associations,  and  manners 
beini^-,  in  consequence  of  )-our  professional  career, 
so  much  at  variance  with  so  important  a  character, 
as  that  of  Louis  XYII.  It  would  therefore  be 
greatly  to  your  advantage  to  see  persons  in  Jersey, 
where  they  are  totally  unacquainted  with  )-ou,  and 
consequently  Avould  judge  by  seeing  you  per- 
sonally ;  there  being-  thousands  of  French  families 
in  La  Vendee,  Normand)',  Brittan}',  and  Gascony 
who  fully  believe  in  the  existence  of  the  son  of 
Louis  XVL,  they  knov/ing  perfectly  well  the 
Prince  Ro3'al  of  France  did  not  die  in  the  Tower 
of  the  Temple  ;  therefore  the  striking  resemblance 
you  bear  to  the  Royal  Family  of  France  and  the 
marks  and  scars  which  are  known  to  have  existed 
on  the  person  of  the  Princes  Royal,  being  found 
to  exist  so  accurately  on  you,  these  will  constitute 
a  con\incing  argument  as  to  who  you  really  are." 
Respecting  the  incidents  and  accidents  that 
occurred  to  the  Prince  Rc>\'al  during  the  period  of 
his  captivity,  these  are  all  dul)'  registered  and 
known  ;  therefore;  it  is  inipossible  for  any  pre- 
tender to  gain  credeiice.  There  were  many 
youths  and  boys  residing  within  the  precincts  of 
th(;  Temple  at  the  time  the;  Ro\-al  Family  were 
confined  there,  who  could  (;asih-,  if  necessary, 
assume  the  character  and  pass  thenisclves  off  as 
b(jin'>-   Louis   X\  II.      Mcbert  had  two  sons,  who 
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resided  with  him  in  the  Palais  du  Temple  ;  these 
youths  and   many  others  must  have   known   the 
Tower  of  the  Temple,  much  better  than  the  un- 
fortunate captive  Prince. 
Message  to       Whilst  the  cx-  Royal  P'amilv  of  France  were  stay- 

the  Duchess  ^  •'  •' 

god6rae.  ing  at  Holyrood  Palace,  the  gentlemen  connected 
with  the  'Preciirseur  newspaper  gave  the  Dauphin 
an  introduction  to  two  gentlemen,  who  were  about 
to  proceed  to  Edinburgh  on  business  connected 
with  the  Duchesse  de  Berri,  who  offered  to  take 
any  message  he  might  wish  to  the  Duchess  of 
Angouleme.  The  Dauphin  availed  himself  of  the 
offer. 

Reply.  On  their  return  to  London  they  called  on  the 

Dauphin,  when  Captain  Curten  thus  addressed 
him,  "  Monsieur,  votre  nom  est  en  bon  odeur  a 
Holyrood."  He  then  stated  the  communication 
he  had  to  make  did  not  come  direct  from  the  lips 
of  the  Duchess  of  Angouleme,  but  from  the  Car- 
dinal de  Latil,  "  Confessor  to  Charles  X.,"  who 
said  the  Duchess  of  Angouleme  desired  him  to 
state,  that  the  gentleman  who  had  written  to  her 
Avas  mistaken  when  he  asserted  an  exchange^,  had 
taken  place  in  October,  1789,  as  she  was  quite 
positive  it  was  her  own  brother  who  got  into  the 
carriage  with  her  when  the  Royal  Faniil)'  lett 
Versailles,  and  tliat  she  had  never  lost  sight  of 
him  from  that  time  till  their  unfortunate  separa- 
tion in  the  Tower  of  the  Temple.     The  Duchess, 
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however,  assures  the  gentleman  who  wrote  to  her, 
that  nothing-  on  earth  could  afford  a  greater  con- 
solation to  her  heart  than  to  know  her  brother 
was  still  in  existence  ;  but  she  believes  he  died, 
and  that  his  death  was  accelerated  by  poison. 
She  admits  not  seeing  him  in  death,  but  the  proof 
was  so  positive,  as  not  to  leave  the  slightest  doubt 
on  her  mind. 

The  origin  of  the  1 789  anachronism  being  fully  F-M^i-Tiauou. 
explained,  from  page  60  to  64,  renders  any  com- 
ment here  superfluous. 

The  Dauphin  had  desired  Captain  Curten  and  ');'^'^^;,, 
Monsieur  Rogiers,  amongst  other  subjects,  to  in- 
form the  Duchess  of  Angouleme  of  his  recollection 
of  having  once  broken  a  small  enamelled  box, 
which  he  believed  belonged  to  Her  Royal  High- 
ness. Captain  Curten  said,  "  The  Duchess  of  An- 
gouleme recollected  such  an  incident  as  mentioned  ;" 
but,  observed  the  Capfein,  "  very  probably,  Sir, 
you  may  have  heard  of  the  circumstance  from 
Mrs,  Meves."  "  Oh  no,"  was  the  reph',  "  it  comes 
entirely  from  m)'  own  recollection.  When  a  young 
man,  I  spoke  to  my  reputed  mother  respecting 
the  circumstance,  and  she  stated,  'Augustus,  that 
must  havci  occurred  when  you  were  at  the  Messrs. 
Thornton's  boarding-school,  and  \-ery  likeh'  the 
enamel  box  belonged  to  one  of  the  Miss  Tliorn- 
tons.  for  Avhich  no  doubt  }'ou  were  punislied."  " 
The   reply  vas,  "  No,   I  was   not  punished,  for    I 
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remember    putting   the    Hd   of  the  box   into  my 
pocket,  and  the  box  part  I  threw  over  a  high  wall, 
and  the  circumstance  occasioned  much  distress." 
Mr>.  Meves       Captain    Curten    and    Monsieur    Roc^iers   then 

in  the  senice  i  o> 

ttineur '^"' Stated  the  name  of  Marianne  de  Courville  Schroe- 
der  was  known  in  the  ex- Royal  Family  circle  at 
Holyrood,  who  remembered  such  a  lady  in  the 
service  of  Queen  Marie  Antoinette,  in  whom  the 
Queen  placed  the  greatest  confidence. 

R^ccapituia-  Particulars  referring  to  Mrs.  Meves,  ''ndc  Crow- 
ley,"andtheinfluencetowhich  she  owed  her  appoint- 
ment in  the  service  of  Queen  Marie  Antoinette, 
have  been  antecedently  explained,  (see  page  13). 

Derivation        Llkcwlse   corroboratlve  evidence  appears  in  the 

of  the  name  ■'■  -^ 

lasknowT  ''Autobiography I'  (pages  49 — 193,)  respecting  the 

by  at  the  roi  i  1  ••  T\/ri\/r 

Court  of      name  of  Schroeder,  where  it  is  seen  Mr.  Meves, 

\  ranee. 

when   he  followed  the  profession  of   a  miniature 
painter,  called  himself,  William  Meves  von  Schroti- 
der. 
A  sum  of         At  this  interview  it  was  that  Captain  Curten 

money  from  -i 

of  Angou-"''  a-ri<i  Monsieur  Rogiers  alluded  to  the  sum  of 
money,  (previously  mentioned,  see  page  47,)  the 
Duchess  of  Angouleme  had  forwarded  into  such 
hands  that  would  sure  to  have  reached  him. 

i,atour's  Durincr  Mrs.  Mevcs's  life  she  had  informed  her 

statement  re-  "-^ 


m^s^m'^cvcs.  reputed  son  that  a  Monsieur  Latour  knew  many 
circumstances  regarding  him.  (Latour  held  tlie 
position  as  pianist  to  the  Prince  Regent,  afterwards 
George  IV.  of  England.)     Accordingly  he  called 
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upon  Latour,  who  stated,  that  Mrs.  Moves  was 
called  Marianne  de  Courville  at  the  Court  of 
France,  being  one  of  the  ladies  in  attendance  on 
Queen  Marie  Antoinette,  at  the  Petit  Trianon. 
On  his  questioninq-  Latour  when  and  where  it  was  i^atour-. 

■••  '-'  statement 

he  first  saw  him,  he  replied,  he  first  saw  him  in  the  A^'unt'tuf 
year  i  794,  and  he  then  knew  he  was  not  Augustus 
Moves,    as   he   had    previously   given    instruction 
on   the   pianoforte  to  Mr.   Meves's  son,  when  he 
lived  in  Bloomsbur)'. 

Latour   then     narrated    he    was    in   his    youth  Latour  re- 

"'  counts  his 

attached  to  the  service  of  the  chapel  of  Versailles,  tur«"^'^""" 
and  attended  the  priests  in  their  duties  ;  however, 
he  took  a  dislike  to  the  life,  and  entered  the  office 
of  Monsieur  Calonne,  "  Minister  of  Finance/'  in 
1786,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  his  private 
secretary.  On  Necker  succeeding  Calonne  as 
Minister  of  Finance,  he  came  to  England  with 
Calonne.  In  1793  he  went  to  Paris,  and  Beur- 
nonville  advised  him  to  enter  the  National  Guard, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  at  the  Tower  of  the 
Temple  he  did  duty  as  a  sentinel,  so  likewise 
at  the  prison  of  the  Conciergerie.  At  the  Con- 
ciergerie  he  came  on  duty  in  the  passage  near  the 
door  of  the  chamber  where  the  Queen  was  con- 
fined, Beaugcrard  was  at  tlu'  gate,  and  he  passed 
word  into  the  Queen's  room  for  her  to  make  ht.T 
escape,  but  she  declined  unless  accompanied  by 
her  children.      The  request  was  an  impossibility. 
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The  Queen  might  have  escaped,  had  she  availed 
herself  of  the  opportunity  offered.  She  then 
requested  Latour  to  conceal  about  his  person  pen, 
ink  and  paper  when  he  came  on  duty  again.  The 
Queen  then  gave  him  a  pen  ;  the  nib  part  was 
of  gold  and  the  quill  portion  of  crystal,  with  a 
gold  top  to  secure  ink.  When  he  next  went  on 
duty  he  concealed  the  pen  and  paper  and  gave 
such  to  the  Oueen,  who  then  commenced  writino- 
and  when  the  ink  was  expended  she  punctured 
her  arm  and  drew  sufficient  blood  to  finish  the 
letter,  after  which  she  presented  him  with  the 
pen.  The  Dauphin  asked  Latour  what  became 
of  the  letter,  when  he  replied  : — "  I  brought  it 
to  England,  and  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  ex-Royal  Family  of  France  now  at  Holy- 
rood." 
imended  The  ex-Royal  Famllv  belnof  about  leavln^  Great 

visit  of  Loiii';  J  J  Q  f-> 

ex-Royir  "  Britain  for  Germany,  it  was  arranged  the  Dauphin 

Family  ^t  .  .   ,  ,  .^      . 

Hoiyn^ori.  should  proceed  to  Edinburgh  with  Le  Comtc: 
Fontaine  dc  Moreau,  who  promised  to  procure 
him    a    proper    introduction     to    the    Duchess    of 

.":'."■/""■  Angouleme.  ]\lr.  George  r\Ie\-es  was  much 
against  the  proposed  visit,  and  finding  he  could 
not  dissuade  him  from  it,  had  recourse  to  the 
expedient  of  procuring  an  order  for  his  detention. 
This  was  (easily  obtained  on  the  plea  of  its  b(;ing 
required  against  a  person,  supposing  himself  to  be 
a  king,  who.  to  the  anno)'ance  of  his  friends,   had 


trated 
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resolved  on  travelling-  to  lulinbiircrh  with  the 
ostensible  purpose  of  preferring  his  claim.  Un-  c^ihuc. 
c[uestionably  Mr,  George  Meves's  presumption 
was  unpardonable  ;  nevertheless,  he  personally 
believed  he  was  befriending  his  brother's  son. 
Thus,  then,  was  the  proposed  interview  frustrated. 
.In    1832    Charles   X.   and   suite   left    England  for  J^!';j..^f,,, 

^-.  Illilv  of 

(jermany.  '>■•''";•; 

In    1835    the  Abbe  Prince  Charles  de  Broglie  '•"-'■'"^■ 
introduced  the  Dauphin  to  the  Marquis  of  Bon-  t^.,j'';j!';, 
neval,    who,    on    a    visit   of  the    Dauphin's,    said,  oriJji'incvai. 
"Sir,  durino'the  process  acrainst  Louis  XVI.,  L'He-  'Jii'-,>''^r- 

'  ^  l  i>  '  qui-,  >  sl.iJo- 

ritier  passed  from  the  tower  of  the  Temple  into  La  opi'iion.'''  ' 
Rue  du  Temple,  and  the  guards  who  were  stationed 
at  the  gate  presented  their  muskets  in  order  to 
prevent  him  passing  into  the  street,  when  he 
cried  out,  '  Laissez-moi  passer,  laissez-moi  passer, 
pour  que  je  me  demande  grace  pour  mon  pere,' 
and  in  his  agitation  he  accidentally  struck  his 
left  wrist  on  one  of  the  points  of  tlie  bayonets  of  the 
guards  at  tlie  gate.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  extraordinary, 
but  you  have  on  \()ur  left  wrist  a  scar  correspond- 
ing with  such  that  must  necessarily  exist  on 
L'l  Icriticr. *  This  scar,  and  particular!}'  )"our 
features  and  general  appearance  whicli  so  exacth' 
curres[K)nd  with  those  of  Lllcriticr,  are  to  me  t!i(.' 
most  convincing  proofs,  and  not  }'our  conversation, 
as   a])parentl\-  you   are   ciuile   ignorant  of  tlie  cir- 

*  I'oroHk-ial  medical  ceiiiricate>,  sec  pp.  109,  113,  ii-;  aiul  i  i3. 
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The  Marquis  cumstanccs  which  reo'ard  yourself."     The  Marquis 

iiKerrogatcs  o  j  i 

Louis  XVII.  ^j^^^  said,— "What  do  you  recollect  of  your 
arrival  in  England,  and  when  have  you  been 
led  to  suppose  you  first  came  under  Mr.  Meves's 

The  reply,  care  ?"  The  Dauphin's  reply  has  antecedently 
been  given.  To  avoid  tautology  the  reader  is 
referred  to  page  63. 

The.M.ir.         fhe    Marouis    then    requested    him    to    write 

qu;s  4  re-  i  J- 

''"'"■''■  a  Narrative  of  what  he  had  been  led  to  believe, 

,    .  and  orive  it  to  the  Abbe  Prince  Charles  de  Bro^jlie. 

^.n.'piiance.  Hc  compHcd  wltli  the  proposition.* 
Aituhmcnt       "fhe     Marquis    of     Bonneval     perceived     the 

,ind  stale-  i  ■!■ 

'Nh.rq.l'to"  Dauphin  had  been  misled,  and  being  convinced  of 
the  bona-fide  character  of  the  pretensions,  became 
greatly  attached  to  him.  On  one  occasion  he  re- 
lated the  followincr : — "  That  he  had  emi^Tated  to 
England  in  1791,  and  in  1793,  during  the  time 
the  Queen  of  Erance  was  confined  in  the  prison 
of  the  Conciergerie,  he  accompanied  an  English 
lady,  "  a  Mrs.  Atkyns,"  to  Erance.  She  proceeded 
to  Paris,  and  he  for  safety  took  refuge  at  his 
mother's  chateau  in  Normand)-,  as  he  was  fearlul 
of  being  recognised  in  Paris.  The  cause  of  Mrs. 
Atk)'ns  going  to  Paris  was  to  aid  the  Oueen  of 
krancf-'  to  escape  trom  the  Conciergerie  and  make 
lier  way  if  possil)le  to  h^ngland.  The  (Jueen 
declined  the  ofTer  unless  she  could  be  accompanied 

••■'  Fur  Narrative,  sec  '^  /liitobio:.:;raphy  Louis  XVII. ^'  Notcl., 
r-  3-5' 
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by  her  children,  which  was  impossible   to    accom- 
pHsh.      Mrs.  Atkyns  then  returned   to   England."'" 
The  party  to  which  the  Marquis  belonged,  find- 
incr  their  endeavours  ineffectual  in   releasini^  the 
Queen,  determined  to  use  every  effort  to   liberate 
the  heir.     Access   was    obtained   to    Simon    and 
Hebert,    who    were    bribed. f     The    escape    was 
effected,  and  he   had  guarded  the  carriage  which 
contained  the   royal   fugitive,  with  a  guard  of  un- 
doubted courage,  through  a  certain  pass  in  Nor- 
mandy, and  on  arriving  at  the  coast  he  wished  the 
young  king  God-speed  and  returned  to  his  mother's 
chateau,  and   shortly  afterwards  came  to  England. 
The   Dauphin  then  said  :  "  r\Iy  dear  Marquis,  at  \^^'i-^ . 
what    time    did    this     occur,  and    where    did    the  ^at"'n- 
carriage    proceed?"     He    replied:  "During   the '^''■'^  f-; '>• 
proccs  against    the    Queen,   and  the  carriage  pro- 
ceeded to  La  X'endee,  for  Charette  to  certify  the 
identity."'     The  Dauphin  then   asked  the  ?\Iarquis 
whether  he  looked  into  the  carriage.      He  replied, 
he  did  not,  but  he  knew  perfectly  well  it  contained 
the    Heir,    with   a  guard   of    undoubted    courage. 
On    another    occasion     the    Marcjuis    asked     the  '''t",'":",,,,! 
Dauphin     whether     he      hael     read     the    trial     ol  fr'n/ih^ ' 
Mathurin  Bruneau,  or  that  of  the  Baron  de  Riche- 

•''  See  \)\).   75  and   ic6,  on  tliis  siubjecl:,  and  Toulan's   pre- 
vious essay  at  the  'I'ower  of  the  Temple  and  result,  p.  97. 
t  See  foot-note,  p.  10,  and  Remusat's  statement,  p.   11. 
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mont.  The  answer  was,  "No,  Monsieur  le  Mar- 
([uis,  I  have  not,  nor  any  works  of  that  kind.'"'  The 
Marquis  then  gave  him  two  French  newspapers 
containing  two  clays'  trial  of  the  Baron  de  Riche- 
mont,  and  observed  : — There  was  a  paper  pub- 
lished at  Paris,  established  by  a  person  the  name 
of  "  Thomas,"  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  any 
evidence  concerning  the  Prince  Royal,  Dauphin 
of  France,  and  that  an  aged  person  had  given  the 
followino-  information  at  the  office  :  "  That  he  had 
been  in  the  service  of  Her  Royal  Highness 
Madame  Adelaide  at  Versailles,  and  had  fre- 
c|uently  been  in  the  apartments  of  the  nurses  and 
held  the  Prince  Royal  in  his  arms  when  the  nurse 
was  washing  him,  and  had  observed  the  Prince 
Ro)'al  had  an  appearance  on  his  right  breast 
resembling  '  iuo  Icais^  The  ^Marquis  then  said  : 
"  wSir,  have  }'ou  an)'  such  mark,  as  it  will  be  a 
i^ouis  singular  proof  ?''  The  reply  was :  ''  I  certainly 
■•-ply-  have  many  singular  marks  on  my  chest,  but  not 
two  teats  on  ni)'  right  breast,  iicvcrthcless  :  over  Ihc 
nipple  is  a  kind  of  mole,  ivhich  in  viy  youth  may  have 
g  rea tl) '  resembled  tiuo  tea ts. " '"' 
i;!no^-,.,fihc  Sliortlv  aftcr  tlie  Dauijhin  paid  a  \isit  to  tlie 
Abhc  Princ(;  Charles  dc  Proglie,  who  informed 
hini  tlie  ?\Iarquis  of  I'(jnric.\al  had  been  seized 
1  iiH.wii.  with  a  fiL  of  ])ara1\'sis.  ( )n  IcavinL!'  the  Abl)c 
.N!.,rr;„,.      pi-ince  lie  went  direct  to  the    ?darf[uis's    residence 

*  lor  ofllcial  medical  certificates,  see  \}\).  ic;,  112,  115  and  i  iS. 
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and  made  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  his  heakh,  and 
was  informed  he  was  in  a  dying-  condition,  the  fit 
having-  rendered  him  speecliless.  I  le  was  shown 
into  the  bedcliaml)er  and  found  the  i\Iar(|uis  in  a 
deplorable  state.  He  said,  "  Dear  ?ylan[uis,  I  am 
sorry  to  see  you  suffering,  and  have  come  to  oft'er 
you  m)-  sincere  gratitude  for  your  interest  and 
kindness  towards  me."'  He  seemed  to  understand 
perfectly  what  I  said.  I  took  from  the  side  of 
the  pillow  his  handkerchief  and  wiped  his  mouth. 
I  then  made  inquiry  whether  he  had  sulficlent 
medical  advisers,  and  was  ansv^eied  in  the  affirma- 
tive. I  then  took  my  last  adieu  of  the  kind 
old    JMarquis,    as    when     next    I    called,    he    v\-as  ncmiso -f 

'  ■  the.Maniui, 

deceased.  ^''  j-j:'"^v.;i. 


The  ^^larquls's  testimony  convincing  tlie  Dauphin  xvn  .< 

rcsL'IuiiL'n. 


I 

of  the  fallacy  of  the  anachronism  he  had  adopted, 
resulted  in  his  repudiating  the  data  obtained  frcm 
his  reputed  parents.  He  tlicn  considered  tb.e  cir- 
cumstances of  his  life,  as  really  pertained  to  him- 
self, and  wrote  his  ''A  iitobiography','  which  estab- 
lishes in  ever\-  line  his  intec'"rit\-  and  likewise  liis 
identification,  as  being  the  son  of  the  mart\-rs 
Louis  X\'L  and  ?»*Iarie  Anloinctte. 

Subsc(|ucntl\\  t]i(;   I)au]>liin  was    introduced    tor. -.:. wii 
the   Pretender,  llerr    Naiindurff,  and   had   sevc^ral . ',,'■;;,. ''-• 

interviews  with  liim  in  tlie  society  of  tlie  part)"  wlio 

supported  his  pretensions.   The  conclusion  he  canie  ai-r; ;;,;,;, 
to,  was  :  "  That  if  Naundorff  was  in  any  way  wliat-  [:':,^, ■,',?'■ " 

6 
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ever  connected  with  tlie  events  of  the  Temple,  it 
must  liave  been  in  the  character  of  "  Ani^ustus 
Meves,'"'    as   his    description    in   niany   particulars 

and!,?-""'  coincided  with  Mr.  Ivleves's  son.*'  •'  //  vnist  be 
distinctly  understood  the  inference  rests  solely  on 
supposition^  If  he  were  indeed  the  son  of 
!Mr.  Meves,  that  would  account  for  the  part  he 
adopted. 

"^!nl'^'  Respecting  the  several  aspirants  to  the  dignicy 
of  Louis  XVII.,  what  do  their  pretensions  em- 
phatically suggest  ?  That  the  revolutionary 
government's  official  report  respecting  Louis 
XYII.'s  demise  in  the  Temple,  was  not  believed, 
but  considered  merely  as  a  political  expedient. 
Imposture  generally  has  an  originating  source, 
founded  on  something  resembling  a  possibilit)''. 
Although  pretenders  have  dared  presume  to  the 
dignity  of  Louis  XVII.,  whose  imposture  have 
been  unmistakably  proven,  that  has  not  altered  the 
fact  of  the  actual  realisation  of  Louis  XVI I. 's 
deliverance,  for  tliat  fact  withstands  the  most 
crucial  test.  It  is  one  thing  to  unmask  an  im- 
postor, but  another  to  dispnn'c  the  rectitude  of 
facts  that  have  slimulaied  and  emboldened  to  tlieir 
respective  parts  such  adventurers  as  those  wlio 
have,    at   tlie  bar  of    b'rance,  dared    essay   Louis 

*  See  pnye  .S.>,  "  Jiiiohio^rapliy  ,'/  J.onis  X!'//.,"  and  ])[).  Sr 
lo  SS  for  conversations,  thai  U"<ins[)irecl  be'.ween  Naundortl' and 
the  Dauphin. 
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XVII.,  impositions.  Let  the  subject  meet  fair 
consideration,  and  the  artificial  must  <^dve  place  to 
the  real. 

The  voice  of  France  since  June,  T795,  has 
echoed  and  re-echoed  its  belief  in  the  liberation 
of  Louis  XV'II.  from  the  Temple,  which  has 
aroused  both  diplomatists  and  adventurers.  The 
former  to  raise  obstacles  ag'ainst  the  truth  trans- 
piring-, whilst  the  latter  hazarded  attempts,  either 
lor  imaginary  fame,  or  for  what  the  chance  of  cir- 
cumstances might  have  opened. 

Beauchesne,  an  indefatigaljle  collector  of  what 
transpired  at  the  Temple  from  the  incarceration  ;'iLiinyr" 
of  the  Royal  Family  till  the  release  of  the  Princess 
Royal,  published  a  work  in  1352,  with  the 
ostensible  purpose  ot  proving  the  decease  of 
Louis  X\TI.  in  1795,  as  public  opinion,  at  that 
distant  date,  "' Jifly-scvai  years  ajlcr^,^  was  far  Irom 
beinii-  unanimous  on  the  subject.  Mis  eiforls  were  .^'"-""-.fui 
a  signal  failure  ;  for  those  v;ho  v\"cre  tlien,  and  are 
now,  ac(|uainted  with  the  intricacies  of  the  Teniple 
routine  from  1792  till  i  793,  respectively  ;  repudiate 
accepting  the  authentlcit)"  of  the  Reijuljlican 
announcement,  for  It  is  obx'Ious,  all  circumstances 
duly  considered,  that  Louis  XXII.'s  escape  was 
accomplished,  alter  October,  1793,  and  thence- 
fordi  a  substitute,  or  sul^stltutes  ;  enacted  the 
m}sterIous  role  at  the  Teniple. 

6—2 
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Bcauchcs-         In    Bcauchesne's   work  there    is    an    incessant 

nc  s  prcia- 

m.irua;-.a    sti'Lici-^ie    to    obviatc    approaching'    seriously    the 
opiiuun.       questionable  portions.      It  is  apparent  the  author 
"•himself"  was   in   the   same  dilemma   he    repre- 
sents public  opinion  in   the  preface  of  his   work, 
namelv  : — 

"  We  discovered  at  the  commencement  of  our 
researches  how  it  was  that  public  opinion  had 
never  been  dehnitcly  fixed  upon  the  point,  appa- 
rently imperceptible,  but  in  reality  considerable, 
of  the  death  of  Louis  X\'II.  Botli  T' ranee 
and  Juirope  witnessed,  but  from  a  distance,  the 
drama  of  the  Tower  of  the  Temple  ;  they  saw 
not  all  the  scenes,  they  only  learned  the  lamentable 
catastrophe  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  them  to 
doul)t  its  realit)'.  Before  the  veil  zj/iie/i  enveloped 
I  lie  tragie  ciiel  of  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.,  loe  are 
not  eistonishcel  to  hear  it  said  uith  the  luarnith  of 
firm  eonz'ietion  that  the  youn'^  victim  issued  alive 
from  his  prison  ;  men,  indeed^  admitted  that  a  child 
re.rl/y  died  in  the  Temple,  but  they  added,  that 
whet/icr  it  loas  the  son  of  our  d^iug'  no  one  can 
prove,  that  the  physicians  indeed  affwDicd.  his  death 
out  not  his  identity,  that  as  it  zuas  never  h/iovn 
hozj  the  man  in-  the  iron,  mask  came  into  the 
zeorld,  so  it  zoo u Id  never  be  Icnozon  hozo  the  child 
of  the  Temple  had  quitted  it,  and  that  the  tomb  of 
one,  must  remain  as  mysterious  as  the  cradle  oj  the 
otherP 

iv.;,nrh",-         Bcauchesne's  vrork  is  puldished   both  in  hh'cnch 

and  i-Li\L;lisii,  and  is  an  elaborate  consideralion  ot 

T- ^rcv.•s   the  (iUe.->tioii.      The   ?\le\'e.-.  ''Louis  XI' J  I.  Auto- 

xv[i,\  An- /;/^Kr;'^7A/^i,  ■'  i^  1  )ul;h',-5hed   in  EiT'-lish.  and   ex])lains 
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fully  those  points  Beauchcsne  was  fearful  of 
honourably  discussing-,  and  in  the  hands  of  the; 
critical  historical  student  will  be  invaluable  in 
bringing  a  correct  solution  to  the  mysterious 
doings  at  the  I'emple,  in  connection  with  the 
Captive. 

Beauchcsne  has  likewise  incorporated,  "  Tin-  Rcmarkson 
ackiiozuldiigrd,''  \\\  his  work  Eckard's  "  7^/'(7^7//^^'^••""^^-'"'"■^• 
///i•/<9;7'^//^j•  sur  Louis  ATY/.,"  and  accepted 
tliem  as  realities,  instead;  of  devotion  offered  at  the; 
shrine  of  admiration.  Credulous,  indeed,  the  one 
would  be  who  could  accept  in  toto,  and,  "  au 
scrieux"  the  scholastic  and  ready  repartees  chro- 
nicled by  Eckard  as  emanating  from  the  Daunliin 
as  a  mere  infant,  lie  would  have  Ijecn  a  prodigy 
of  erudition  to  have  given  extempore  utterance  to 
such  traits  of  wit  and  sagene?;s.  .-\s  a  myth 
comprehensible,  but  inccmprchc^nsible,  impos- 
sible and  impracticable  as  a  fact.  They  are 
conspicuoush'  !d(:al.  I'^ckard  in  the  generosity 
of  his  heart  permitted  a  fertile  imagination, 
tlirough  an  excess  of  zeal,  to  overstep  pru- 
dence. Sympathy  acknowledges  tlie  adu.lation, 
but  reason  peremptorily  repu.diates,  mistaking 
sentiment  for  fact."'" 

■■'■'•  ^kTaric  AntoiiK-tle  in  a  luttcr,  tlatccl  zvCw  July,  17S9,  lo 
the  Mari[iii-'e  de  Tourzel,  wlio  siu'cecdcd  ^^hii.iair.c  dc  roli:;i;;;c 
as  governess  to  tiie  ro\-al  cln'dren.  tiuis  writL-s  : — 'OI\-  son 
caniiot  read,  and  lie  is  very  sIo\v  at  learning,  l.-Vit  l:c  is  too 
giddy  to  apply,''  &c.,  v_\;c. 
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ThcResto-       On  the  restoration  in    18 14,  it  should   be    re- 

ratinn  audits  '  ' 

'"'"'■  membered  it  was  the  pohtical  interest  of  the 
acknowledged  Royal  Family  of  France,  to 
acquiesce  in  the  asserted  death  of  Louis 
XVII.  since  the  settlement;  gave  each  its  social 
position. 

condiuons        It  is  importaut  here  to  state  on  what  conditions 

<i:i  which  ■'• 

xvni.  oc-   I-e  Comte   de   Provence  occupied  the  Throne  of 
thnmeor    Frauce,  as  stipulated  in  the  Secret  Treaty  of  Paris, 


IVa 


in  1814,  viz. 


Secret  <<  fliat  altlioufdi  the  hio-h  contractinof  powers™ 

I  reaiy  of  o       _  .t^  o    I 

^^'* '  the  Allied  Sovereigns — have  no  evidence  of  the 
death  of  the  son  of  Louis  XV L,  the  state  of 
Europe  and  its  political  interests  require  that 
they  should  place  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
of  France,  Louis  Xavier,  Comte  de  Provence, 
ostensibly  with  the  title  of  King,  but  being  in  fact 
considered  in  their  secret  transactions  onh'  as  Re- 
gent of  the  kingdom  for  the  two  years  next  ensuing, 
reserving  to  themselves,  during  that  period,  to 
obtain  (;very  possiljle  certainty  concerning  a  fact 
which  must  ultimately  determine  who  shall  be  the 
sovereign  of  P'rance,  &c.,  &c/' 

Rcraaiis.  Assurcdly    this    Secret   Treaty  does   not   inva- 

lidate the  escape  of  Louis  XVI L  from  the  Temple, 
n'jitlier  ;   do  tiie  attempted  personifications.  •■■ 

■■■■  Louis  XVIII.  was  never  pul.ilicl)'  crowned  Kin^,^  of  I'ranrc, 
l)iit  ])ro(;]aimcfl.  T'rom  tlic  accession  of  Thilip  Augustus  to 
tliat  of  Cliarlcs  X.,  I  Icnri  I\'.  and  Louis  X\'III.  are  the  excep- 
tions, who  N\ere  not  solemnly  crowned,  at  Rhcinis. 


III. 


TROMIXEXT  ATTEMTTS  EXTERTAIXED  EOR  RELEASING 
THE  ROVAL  EAMILV  OF  FRANCE  FROM  'VllV.  OUT- 
RREAlv    OF    Tin:    REVOEl'TION    TILE      I  793- 

From    the    outbreak    of  the    French    Revolution  i-.yaii^t 

C-t!)rts  Id 

numerous   projects   were   entertained    for    placing"  free,',''!.'. 'tr 

the  R  i\al 

the  Ro)'al  1- amily  beyond  the  arena  of  its  political  i-'""'>' 
eneniies.      Thus  writes   Madame   Campan   in   her 
'^Memoirs  of  Ularic  ^Intoinctle  :'' — 

"The  palace  of  the   Tuileries  was  a  very  dis- 7'""  ^  •■''' 
aciTeeable    residence    durin''"    the    sumnier.    which  ''"■  ''■''-•''- 
made  the  Oueen  wish  to  go  to  Saint  Cloud.      The  ^'-■'-■• 
remo\'nl  was  decided  on  without  an)'  op[)osition  ; 
tht;    National   Guard  of   Paris  followed  the  Court 
thither.      At  this  period  new  plans  ot  escape  were  ^'':';;"  '  '' 
])resented,  nothing   v»ould    ha\'(:    been  more    eas\- 
at   that   time  than    to  execute   them.      The   King  i-^'' -^'-■'- ■-■ 
had  obtained  leave  to  go  out  without  guards,  anil 
to   l)e  accompanied   onl)'   by   an  aide-de-cam[)   of 
M.  de  La  Fa\ette.     The  Oueen  also  had  one  on 
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duty  with  her,  and  so  had  the  Dauphin.  The 
King  and  Queen  often  went  out  at  four  in  the 
*  afternoon  and  did  not  return  until  eight  or  nine, 
ciitem-  Tlie  following  is  one  of  the  plans  of  emigration 
onhe  Km -li  which  the  Oueen  communicated  to  me,  the  execu- 
""'"■'  tion  of  which  seemed  infallible.  The  Royal  Family 
were  to  meet  in  a  wood,  four  leagues  from  Saint 
Cloud,  some  persons  who  could  be  relied  on  were 
to  accompany  the  King,  who  was  always  followed 
by  his  equerries  and  pages  ;  the  Queen  was  to  join 
him  Avith  her  daughter  and  Madame  Elizabeth, 
these  princesses,  as  well  as  the  Queen,  had  equer- 
ries and  pages  of  whose  fidelity  no  doubt  could 
be  entertained.  The  Dauphin,  likewise,  was  to 
have  been  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  with  Madame 
Tourzel.  A  large  berlin  and  a  chaise  for  the 
attendants  were  sufficient  for  the  whole  family. 
The  aides-de-camp  were  to  have  been  gained 
over  or  mastered.  I'he  King  was  to  leave  a 
letter  for  the  National  Assembly  upon  his  bureau 
at  Saint  Cloud.  The  people  in  the  service  of  the 
King  and  Queen  would  have  waited  until  nine  in 
the  evening,  without  anxiety,  because  :  the  family 
sometimes  did  not  return  until  that  hour.  The 
letter  could  not  be  forwarded  to  Paris  until  ten 
o'clock  at  the  earliest.  The  Assembl)-  vv-ould  not 
be  sitting  at  that  hour — the  President  must  have 
been  sough.t  for  at  his  own  house,  or  elsev/here  ; 
it  would  have  been  midnight  before  the  Asseml)ly 
could  have  l)een  summoned,  and  couriers  could 
\\i\\i\  been  sent  off  to  ha\-e  the  Ro\al  P'amily 
stopped,  but  th(;  latter  would  have  Ijcen  six  or 
seven  hours  i^efc^rehand  a>  they  would  have 
started  at  six  leagues  distance  from  Paris,  and  at 
this  period,  travelling  Avas  not  as  )-ct  impeded  in 
]•" ranee.      The  (juecn  approved  of  tliis  plan,  l)ut  I 


nticip.it'-d 
itcompluli- 
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did  not  venture  to  interrogate  her,  and  I  even 
thought  if  it  was  put  in  execution  she  would 
leave  me  in  ignorance  of  it.  One  evening  in  the  a 
montli  of  June,  the  people  of  the  castle  hnding '!a-nt"!f' 
the  King  did  not  return  by  nine  o'clock  were 
walking  about  the  court)-ards  in  a  state  of  great 
anxiety.  I  thought  the  family  was  gone,  and  I 
could  scarcely  breathe  amidst  the  confusion  of 
my  wishes,  when  I  heard  the  sound  of  carriages. 
I  confessed  to  the  Oueen  that  I  thought  she  had  i.ii^hmcnt" 
setoff;  she  told  me  she  niust  hrst  wait  until  the  "^"' 
King's  aunts  had  quitted  France,  and  afterwards 
see  whether  the  plan  agreed  with  those  formed 
abroad."' 


The  first  actual  attempt  essayed  by  the  Ro)'al  '"jf.j',;!. 
Family    to    quit   Paris    for   the    frontier  was    the  i-!i've France 
night  of  the  20th  June,  1791.     Several  members  Rumcms. 
of  the   Convention   had  previously  informed  Ge- 
neral La  b^ayctte  a  report  was  in  circulation  at  the 
clubs,  that  on   that  especial  night  an  attempt  was 
to  be  made  to  effect  the  Koyal   Famih^'s  deliver- 
ance.      La  Fa)'(;tte  laughed  at  the  rumour  as  he  r'ive,n'v 
considered  its  realisation  impossible.      His  assur-  \l^^C^^^T' 

^  _        _  and  vigilance 

ance,  however,  did  not  appease  his  informers,  who  ■''"'"■''■• 
]3rocured    the     password,    and    repaired    with    all 
diligence   to   the   Tuileries.      During   tlie  evening  ^^'"''■"-'• 
tlie    usual    ceremonies    took    place   at   the  palace. 
After    the    scn'vants    were    dismissed,    the    Ro)-al  ,' ■;. ],;^,. •:;'. 
Family    habilitated    themseK'es    in     all     haste    in  li.oVui^.rL.- 
dresses  corresponding  with  their  assumed  stations, 
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Departure  of  and  at   intcrvals  left  the  palace.     The  Oiieen  led 

Queen  Mane  '■  -^ 

tunnihT"    the  \va)',  leaning  on  tlie  arm  of  one  of  the  body- 

iheQuIen    guard,   Avlth   her  daughter.     Whilst   her  Majesty 

jayeuc.      -^yas  crossittg  the  Carrousel  she  passed  La  L^ayettc 

with    one    or    two    officers   on  their   way    to    the 

Remarks,      palacc.      The    Queen    felt  happy   in    eluding   the 

vigilance  of  that  apostate — that  aristocratic  jailer, 

that  dreamer  of  Utopia  amidst  the  raging  elements 

of  discord,  sedition,  corruption,  dissemblance  and 

ambition,     enrolled     indiscriminately    under    the 

FUzabeth"''  banner    "  Patriotism  !"      Next    followed   IMadame 

fnim'liir     Elizabeth,   in    company  with  one  of  the  guards. 

Tuilerics. 

The  King     Thcu   cauie   the  Kino-  with  the  younsf  Dauphin, 

and  the  '^  -'  t.  i  ' 

bavT'the  Avhile  the  devoted  Count  de  b\;rsen,  (Colonel 
of  the  Royal  Swiss  Regiment,)  disguised  as  a 
coachman,  preceded  his  INIajesty  to  show  him  the 

Marie  An-    way.      The   Ouccn  in  her  confusion  crossed  the 

t  niiettc  ill  a 

ciiiemma.      Pont-Royal  and   entered   the   Rue    de   Bac,  then 

perceiving  the  mistake  had  to  retrace  her  steps, 

Kouteofthe  -^vhilst   tho  K'uvj;  and  the  Dauphin  traversed  the 

'""'""'■     darkest  and  least  frequented  streets, 

Arrivniat         Qu  tlic   arrival  of  the   Kinc^  at  the  appointed 

the  aNsi;;iie(l  *->  >■  '^ 

rendezvous,  the  royal  party  entered  a  coach  that 
was  there  in  readiness,  and  the  Count  de  b\:rsen 
drove  the  royal  fugitives  as  far  as  Bondy,  tlu^  first 
stage  between  Paris  and  Clialons,  where  in  readi- 
ness were  a  berlln  and  a  small  travelling  carriage. 
The  Oueen's  women  and  one  of  the  disguised 
bodv-o'uard  occuijied  the   smaller  carriao^e.  whilst 


rcmlf/vijii 
and  depar 
ture. 


Arr.m',' 
lU'-iit^  :( 
U„ndy. 
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the  King,  the  Queen,  the  Dauphin,  Madame 
Royale,  Madame  Ehzabeth,  and  the  Marquise  d(* 
Tourzel  occupied  the  iDeriin,  one  of  the  body- 
2fuard  sat  on  tlie  box  and  anoth(!r  behind.      TherheCoui.t 

^  <le  Fersen 

Count  de  Fersen   then   kissed  tlie   hands  of  the  |;';;'^,'^f,J':;;'° 
King-  and  Queen  and  l^ade  the  royal  party  God-  jv^reJ'f' 
speed.     The  fugitives   proceeded   on   their  route,  l,''rtv''l i.r 
whilst  the  Count  returned  to  Paris,  and  the   same  -^'>^"-'' '■'''• 
night  set    out   for    Iirussels.      On    proceeded    tlie 
carriage,  reaching  in  safety  the  village  of  Sainte 
Menehould.      Here  the  King  incautiously  put  his  .^,;"!^,''i,^y- 
head  out  of  the  carriage  window,  in   the  expecta- "  ''"'''""'■■ 
tion  of  seeing  some   Iriend  to   explain  the  reason 
of  the  absence  of  the  appointed   detachments   he 
should,  according  to  arrangement,  have  passed  on 
the  road.      This  one  action  caused  his  reco^'nitlon,  Hi.ijentih- 

"->  cation  by 

for  the  son  of  the  postmaster  "  Drouet "'  identified  ^'"'"'"' 
the    King   by  his   likeness   to   the   stamp   on   the 
coins.      After  the  carriages    had  started  on  their  [^i';';'/!'':',,,. 
route,  Drouet  circulated  his  suspicion,  whereupon 
the  National  Guard  opposed  the  departure  of  the 
soldiers,  who  were  there   in   readiness  to  follow  in 
the   track   of    the    King.      k)i;rir:g    tlie    confusion  pu'r'm'."' 
that  ensued,  Drouet   saddled   liis   be;.t   liorse  and 
rode  as  fast  as  possible  througli  the  cross  countr\- 
to  X'arenncs,  to  acquaint   tlie   c'luthorities  with  his 
sus|)icions  and  arou.sc;  the  inhaljitants  to  arrest  th( 
occupants  of  the  carriages,      lie  accomplislicd  hi 
purpose,  the  Royal  Family  through  his   excess  ol 


lis 
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zeal    were   arrested,    and    ultimately   taken    back 
prisoners  to  Paris. 
The  Royal        WHllst  tlic  Roval  Familv  were  captives   at  the 

^alnlly  at  J  J  I. 

the  icmpie   f  ei-,-,p|c    |-^yQ    commissaries,   named    Toulan    and 

1  oiuaij  and  ■■• 

upiirc.  Lepitre,  who  had  been  led  astray  by  the  spirit  of 
calumny,  so  banefully  propagated  against  the 
Royal  House  of  France,  conceived  a  bitter 
enmity  towards   Louis   XVI.  and  the  members  of 

Animosity    his  familv.     In  the    discharcre  of  their  duties  at 

traubformed.  •'  "-* 

the  Temple,  proximity  changed  imaginary  hatred 
into  sincere  devotion, 

Loyalty  at         Thcso  two  commissarics  the  Queen  beheld  one 
empe.  ^__^^^  ^^j|  ^^  |^^^_  ^-^^^  j^^   ^^^  glooui  of  tho  j^risou, 

and    offer  her  a  devoted  attachment,  which   the 

place,   the   peril    and    impending   death    elevated 

above  all  that  had  been   shown  her  in  prosperity. 

^fn--'?        She  accepted  and  encouraijed  their  devotion  and 

Antoinette.  ,^.  ^    .        ^  .       .  .    .  .    . 

To,.ian,and  aave  ioulan  a  lock  of  her  hair,  with  this  device 
Marie  in  Italian  :— *'  He  who  fears  to  die,  knows  not 
;^(',poim"°    how  to   love."      This  was   the  letter  of  credit  she 


tml'ty'agciit.  gavc  Toulau   to  her  friends,  soon  after  she  added 

Marie 
Ant'.inette 


a  billet  in  her  own  hand  to  the  Chevalier  de  Jar- 
xsntcs  to  the  jaycs,  her  secret  correspondent.    "You  ma\- fullv 

e  hi'\a!ier  tie -^      -^      _    .       ,,       ,  .  ■■•  .  .  -'  •> 

jarjayc.      confide,    slic  wrotc,  "  in   the    person   who    remits 
)-ou  this;   his  sentiments   are  well-knoM'n   to   me, 
•Ionian  and  tlicy  liavc  uot  varicd  during  five  months."  Toulan 
h,':''r  doade    aud  Le  Clicvalier  then  cogitated  on  the  best  means 
c'!;).!^.'""'   to    effect    tlie    royal     captives'    escape;     from    the 
It, outline.    Temple.     A  certain    number   of  trusty  Ro)-alists, 
concealed   at   Paris   and   distributed   in   the   ranks 
of    the    National    (Juard,    were    \aguely    initiated 
into  the   plan    of  escape   resolved   on,  which  con- 
sisted in  bribin-';  some  of  the  commissaries  char-'cd 
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with  the  surveillance  of  the  prison,  clrawinL,''  up  a 
list  of  the  most  devoted  Royalists  in  the  National 
Guard,  in  order  that  these  men  mii^dit,  on  a  fixed 
day,  compose  the  majorit)'  of  the  troops  on  c;;uard 
at  the  Temple,  disarm  the  rest  of  the  detachment 
during-  the  night,  set  the  Ro3'al  Family  at  liberty 
and  escort  them  by  relays,  prepared  beforehand, 
to  Dieppe,  where  a  tishing  bark  would  convey 
them  to  England  with  their  principal  liberators. 
Toulan,  intrepid  and  indefatigable  in  his  zeal  ^'^•;|''^ 
and  furnished  with  considerable  sums,  which  a 
word  from  the  King  had  procured  him  from  his 
adherents  in  Paris,  matured  his  plans  in  obscurit}'. 
transmitted  intelligence  of  his  partisans,  sounded 
the  principal  leaders  of  the  Convention,  and  in  the 
Commune  strove  to  obtain  the  aid  even  of  ''ilfarat, 
Robespierre,  and  Daiitoui'  tempting  the  generosity 
of  some  and  the  cupidity  of  others,  and  each  day 
more  fortunate  in  his  enterprises  and  more  certain 
ot  success,  "  already  reckoned  scvei'al  of  the 
f^uardians  of  the  Toiucr  and  fvc  members  of  the 
Coriiiiiuue  a;iioji'^'st  the  aeeoviplices  of  his  perilous 
desij^yisi'  Thus  a  ray  beamed  into  the  hitherto  Anticipation 
darkened  dungeon  and  kindled,  if  not  the  hope, 
at  least  the  dream  of  libert}".''- — Lamartine's 
''History  of  the  Gii-ondistsi' 

The  abaridonnient  of  the  atteMUpt  to  release  the  r„fore=^ri 
royal  capli\-es  was  frustrated  through  the  re-elec- result!"'" 
tions    for    the    Municipality   taking    place,    whicli 
occasi(jned  especial  \'iL''ilance   over  tlie  custodv  of 
tlie  august  prisoners  of  tlie  Temple. 

Still  bold  and  lo\-al   hearts  entered  the  Temple,  r  ■;r.,z-. 
amongst   these   history  will  preserve  the  name  ofc:u'-r^i';i>c/' 
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"  Toulan."  It  was  he  airain  who  conceived  the 
project  of  dehverino'  the  Royal  Family  from  cap- 
tivit)-.  Me  submitted  his  plan  to  the  Queen,  who, 
pleased  with  its  daring,  would  not,  however,  adopt 
it  without  the  previous  sanction  of  a  grave  and 
able  man,  ''the  Chevalier  de  Jarjayes,"  Marie 
Antoinette  sent  Toulan  to  this  general  officer,  wlio 
received  the  trusty  messenger  with  full  confidence 
and  examined  his  plan  with  intelligent  attention. 

After  two  conferences  the  possibility  of  success 
having  been  established,  it  became  indispensable 
to  admit  into  the  secret  another  commissary  of 
the  Temple.  The  reader  has  already  named  the 
person,  "  Lepitre"  was  the  man  who,  at  a  third 
conference  at  which  he  was  present,  the  basis  of 
the  plan  was  adopted. 

j\I.  de  Jarjayes  undertook  to  have  male  attire 
prepared  for  the  Queen  and  Madame  Elizabeth, 
and  the  two  Municipals  Vv'ere  to  convey  this  attire 
secretly  into  the  Tower.  The  two  Princesses 
were  in  this  dis^'uise,  heifditened  bv  the  addition 

•::>  ^  try  ^ 

of  the  tri-coloured  scarf,  to  quit  the  Tower,  fur- 
nished with  the  pass-cards  carried  by  the  com- 
missaries and  all  other  persons  who  had  access  to 
the  Temple. 

So  far  everything  seemed  clear  enough  and  of 
read)"  execution  ;  but  the  escape  of  the  two  chub 
drcn  presented  difficulties  that  seemed  insur- 
moi!ntal)le.  Louis  XVII.,  in  particular,  was  so 
close;!)'  watclied,  tliat  it  was  almost  impracticable 
to  ('ffect  his  deliverance'.  \\\  idea,  howevci", 
occurred  :  tlie  genius  oi  devoli;jn  is  a  great  worker 
of  miracles.  There  was  a  worlliy  man,  named 
"  Jaccjues,'"' who  came  ever)-  morning,  we  know  n(jt 
Vv  hence,  to  clean  the  lam]js,  and  again  every  even- 
ing to  light  them.      I  le  was  usually  accompanied 
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and  assisted  in  his  work  by  two  cliildrcn  of  aljout 
the  same  age  and  size  as  the  Royal  children. 
IVudence  precluded  the  admission  of  this  stranger 
into  the  secret,  who,  in  the  execution  of  his  sub- 
ordinate functions,  silently  ol)e)'ing  his  orders, 
never  exchanged  a  word  with  the  persons  cm- 
ployed  in  the  Temple,  to  whom  consequently  he 
had  remained  almost  wholly  unknown. 

Hut  this  plan  presented  itself:  ''Jacques  was  in 
attendance  at  between  hve  and  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  his  last  lamp  was  lighted,  and  he 
hiniself  departed  from  the  Teniple,  when  at  seven 
o'clock  the  sentinels  were  changed.  After  his 
departure  then,  and  the  change  of  the  sentinels,  a 
man  dressed  like  him  was  to  pass,  by  favour  of  an 
admission-card,  the  first  gatekeeper,^and  on  reach- 
ing the  Queen's  apartment,  his  tin  box  under  his 
arm,  was  to  ])e  soundly  rated  by  Toulan  for  not 
having  come  himself  to  trim  his  lam|)s,  and  for 
having  sent  his  children  to  do  his  work  for  him. 
The  two  Royal  children  were  then  to  be  handed 
over  to  him  scolding]}-,  and  the  pretended  lamp- 
man  and  his  )-oung  apprentices  were  then  to  cjiiit 
the;  l\)\verand  proceed  to  the  corner  ot  the  Boule- 
vard, wherc^  the\'  would  lind  M.  de  jarjayes  wait- 
ing to  receive  them."' 

This  plan  adopted,  it  becanie  necessary  to 
cissociate  v,"ith  it  another  confidant,  worthy  of  ad- 
mission into  this  hob;  conspiracy  and  ot  ])]a\'ing 
tlie  exceedingly  im[)ortcint  ])arL  (^l  lanqj-lighter. 
d Oulan  j)roposed  a  Iriend  ol  his  own.,  a  discreet 
;ind  cciuraijeous  man,  wlio,  on  beini'-  accei)ted 
liimsL'll,  accepted  Avitli  entluisiasm  his  share  el 
danger  and  of  de\'otion.  'Idiis  new  confederatt\ 
ec[uall}"  resolute  willi  the  cliiets  ol  the  d(;sign,  was 
an    inspector    of    the     national    domains,    named 
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"  Ricard.''  Toulan  was  to  have  special  charge  of 
all  the  arran_(j^ements  for  the  escape  from  the 
Tower,  Jarja)es  of  all  those  for  ilight  from  the 
Frcncli  territory.  The  latter  had,  for  this  pur- 
pose, secured  three  cabriolets,  which  at  a  fixed 
place  and  hour,  were  to  be  ready,  with  vigorous 
horses.  The  Oueen  and  her  son  were  to  get  into 
the  first  of  these  carriages,  driven  by  Tvl.  de 
Jarjayes,  Madame  Royale  into  the  second  driven 
by  Lepitre,  and  Madame  Elizabeth  into  the  third, 
driven  by  Toulan.  Ricard,  his  part  acted  and 
his  disguise  laid  aside,  was  to  return  home,  no 
one  being  in  a  position  to  suspect  the  successful 
share  he  had  taken  in  an  event  v;hich  would 
occupy  the  attention  of  Paris,  of  France,  of 
Europe,  while  his  colleagues  would  reach  the 
-frontier  with  the  precious  charge  they  had  achieved 
by  their  liberating  zeal,  liverything  seemed  to 
assure  tlie  success  of  the  enterprise.  The  requi- 
site money  was  provided,  the  passports  read)', 
signed  b)'  Lepitre  himself,  as  President  of  the 
Passport  Dcipartment  in  the  section  of  the  police, 
every  arrangement  was  made,  every  incident  duly 
calculated,  so  that  the  pursuit  of  the  iugitives 
might  not  commence  until  many  hours  after  tlieir 
departure.  It  was  at  first  proposed  to  direct  their 
ste|)s  to  La  \^endce,  where  insurrection  was  already 
(jn  loot ;  but  it  was  considered,  on  matu.re  rellec- 
tion,  that  this  would  onl\^  be  an  as)-lum  in  a  camp, 
and  tliat,  vd^ile  on  tlie  one  hand  tlie  presence  of 
the  Ko\-al  !''am!l\-  would  communicate  a  ]:>o\verful 
impuls'-  to  liie  cnlluisiasm  ol  the  lv(jyalist  army, 
it  would  ;il  tlie  same  time  create  lor  that  ai'm\' 
fresh  difficulties.  ?\1.  de  Jarja\es  pointed  ou.t  these 
objections  U)  the  (jueen  by  the  medium  of  Toulan, 
and    Marie    Antoinette,    inlluenced    by    maternal 
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love  more  than  ambition,  and  who  was  anxious  to 
save  the  head,  rather  than  the  crown  of  her  son, 
at  once  adopted  them.  It  was  then  determined 
to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Normandy,  a  sliorter 
route  and  less  impeded  with  obstacles.  Arrived 
there,  Jarjayes  had  provided  the  means  of  transit 
to  En^c;land  in  a  vessel  which  lay  at  his  disposal 
off  a  point  of  the  coast  near  Havre.  In  short,  all 
the  best  means  calculated  for  frustrating"  mischances 
were  taken. 

The  circumstance  which  prevented  the  accomplish-  ri.f  rc-ecn 
ment   of  the  aforesaid  plan,  was  this  : — The   8th 
March,  i  793,  was  the  da)-  fixed  uj^on  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  plan.      On  the  7th  there  was  in  Paris  an 
almost  universal  rising,  excited  on  the  one  hand  by 
the  scarcity  of  provisions,  and  on  the  other  by  the 
intelligence  just  received  of  the  rapid  progress  of 
the  foreign  armies  into  the  heart  of  France.      Idie  imiractica- 
commotion  that  follov\-ed  rendered  the  practicability  escape. 
of   the    escape    imijossible.      However,   these    in-  in.i.fati:;- 

\  ^  .  .  aiji'j  /■::.!  and 

trepid  Royalists  watched  an  a\ailable  opportunity 
to  carry  their  noble  project  of  deliverance  into 
execution.  Unhappily,  each  day  Ijrought  v.ith  it 
some  event  which  infused  fresh  vigilance  into  tlie 
guard  of  the  Tower,  and  especial!}'  into  the  sur- 
veillance of  the  Prince  Ro\"al.  It  would  ha\"e 
been  imprudence,  madness  in  fact  to  ha\'e  at- 
tempted an  escape  which  had  Ijecome  almost 
impracticaljle.  Tlie  virtuous  consj^irators  did  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  blinded  1)}'  their  vast  desire 
to  ac(.:(,imijl!sh  a  '''ood  ;iCLi'!n.  'l']ie\'  calrnh"  re- 
solveil  to  contmt;  L!i(;ir  enternr!S(;  within  tlu;  limits 
ot  the  possible,  and  to  concentrate  their  ideas  ul 
deliverance  upon  the  Oucen  and  Madame  Eliza- 
beth, whose  exit  irom  the  Temple  presented  dilli- 
culties   of  a  less    insurmouiualjle  character.      But 
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howinduce  these  two  mothers  to  sepamtetheniselves 
The  Princess  both  froHi  theli'  belovecl  cliildren  ?  The  devotion 
exhorts  of  Madame  nhzabeth  was  well  known,  she  em- 
Amuincite.  ploved  the  entire  eloquence  of  her  love  to  per- 
suade her  sister  that  it  was  her  duty  to  profit  by 
the  resources  which  still  remained  at  her  disposal 
for  escaping"  from  her  enemies.  She  impressed 
upon  her  that  her  very  life  might  be  endangered 
by  her  stay,  whereas,  the  lives  of  her  children  and 
'that  of  her  sister  were  under  no  peril.  JNI.  de 
jarja)es  himself  conveyed  his  earnest  supplication 
that  she  would  concur  in  the  execution  of  the  new 
project,  every  feature  of  which  was  carefully  ex- 
plained to  her  by  Toulan.  In  that  new  plan  it 
was  still  the  faithful  Toulan,  and  this  time  Toulan 
alone,  who  undertook  to  effect  the  exit  of  the 
Oueen  and  to  conduct  her  to  a  secure  retreat, 
where  she  would  meet  Jarjayes.  The  latter,  on 
his  part,  had  taken  measures  which  seemed  to 
jjlace  that  august  head  beyond  the  reach  of  assault. 
The  tender  entreaties  of  ]\Iadanie  Elizabeth,  the 
fervent  zeal  of  Toulan,  at  length  produced  their 
effect  upon  the  Oueen,  who  approved  of  the  plan 
and  consented  to  conform  to  it.  The  da)'  fixed 
upon  at  length  approached.  On  the  evening  preced- 
ing it,  the  mother  and  tlie  aunt  were  seated  beside 
the  bed  of  the  sleeping  King.  ?^Iadame  Ro}"ale  had 
also  gone  to  bed,  but  the  door  of  her  chamber 
■\\as  open,  and  the  A'onng  Princess,  intent  ujoon  the 
mournful  and  niediLatixx;  airv.liich  her  UKjtherhad 
A\orn  thnjughout  tlie  day,  had  not  }"et  closed  her 
e\-es.  Thus  it  was  tiiat  she  heard  the  words, 
•which  ;il  a  later  jjericjd  she  repeated.  ResoK'ed 
upon  the  s.'u;i'ilice  demc'uided  at  lier  hands,  tb.e 
Oueen,  as  aljove  said,  Vv.is  seated  b\Tier  son's  Ijcd. 
"  God  grant   that  this   child   ma)'  be   hap[)y,'"  she 
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exclaimed.  "  He  will  be  so,  my  sister,"  replied 
jNIadame  Elizabeth,  pointing-  to  the  open,  candid, 
gentle,  yet  proud  features  of  the  young'  Kin^j;-,  wlio 
seemed  to  smile  as  he  slept.  "  Youth  is  brief  as 
jo)',"  murmured  Marie  Antoinette,  in  heartd^reak- 
ing-  tones,  "  happiness  comes  to  an  end  as  ever\- 
thing  else."  Then  rising,  she  walked  to  and  fro 
in  the  chamber.  ''  iVnd  you,  my  dearest  sister, 
when  and  how  shall  I  see  you  again  ?  No  ;  it's 
impossible,  it's  impossible."  The  youthful  Marie 
Therese  did  not,  at  the  time,  comprehend  these 
words,  the  meaning  of  which  was  explained  to  lier 
afterwards.  The  Oueen  had  made  \\\i  her  mind 
not  to  avail  herself  of  the  door  which  Toulan  had 
undertaken  to  open  for  her  on  the  morrow.  Her 
resolve  was  irrevocable.  Love  for  her  cliildren 
was  more  potent  than  all  other  considerations — 
than  the  prayers  of  her  sister,  than  the  instinct  of 
her  self-preservation,  than  the  promise  she  had 
given  to  the  devotion  of  her  courageous  friends. 
But  reproaching  herself  as  for  a  breach  of  faith, 
for  that  |)romise  given  and  which  she  would  not 
observe,  she  felt  that  she  owed  reparation  to  tlie 
generous  hearts  who  had  resol\-ed  to  imperil  them- 
selves    for    her.      Next    morninij',    the    municiixd  T-iian 

'^,  .  ■  lahhful  and 

Toulan  ])rcscnted   himself,  full  of  emiotion  at  tlic  cjunuciu. 

idea  of  tlie  great  action  he  dec-nied  liirnseli   about 

to   accomplish.      As    soon   as    it  was    possilj'le    to  "I'^i-- 

.  .  »  .        Aiiii 'incite 

speak  with  him  !MarIe  Antoinette  said,  "You  will  ■■^•>raci,.>u 
be  angry  with  me.  but  I  lia\-e  rejected.  There  is\^-rCiv:l::^u 
nothing  but  danger  in  tlii.--.  I'rtler  death  tlian 
rcniorsi;."  Later,  s.lie  Naid  to  liiin  these  words, 
whicli,  Toulan  recalled  to  mind  as  he  ascended  the 
scailold,  on  the  30th  Jimt:.  1794:  "1  sliall  die  un- 
hcippy,  it  I  have  not  hrst  an  oppjrtunit)'  to  prox'e 
to    A'ou    m)-  gratitude."      "  And    I,    Madame,   un- 
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happy  indeed,   if  I  have   not   first  been  aljle  to 

prove  to  you  my  devotion." 
Marie  The  Oiieen  wrote  the  following  note  to  M.  de 

writes  to  the  Tariaves  :  ''  We  have  had  a  pleasant  dream,  that  is 

Chevalier  de  •         -^      "^  .  . 

jarjaycs.  all.  But  thcre  has  been  this  great  gain  to  me  from 
it.  that  it  has  furnished  to  me  a  fresh  proof  of  your 
entire  devotion  towards  me.  My  confidence  in  you 
is  boundless.  You  will  ever  find  in  me  firmness 
and  courage  ;  but  the  interest  of  my  son  is  my 
sole  guide.  However  great  my  happiness  in 
quitting  this  place,  I  cannot  consent  to  separate 
from  him.  I  could  feel  no  enjoyment  apart  from 
my  children,  and  this  idea  leaves  me  without  even 
a  regret  at  my  resolution. 

The  r.aroii  Subsequeutly  the  Baron  de  Batz,  of  whom 
incessant  search  had  been  made  since  his  attempt 
to  deliver  Louis  XVI.  on  his  road  to  martyrdom, 
this  intrepid  servant  of  a'  cause  that  misfortune 
had  rendered  so  noble,  and  which  besides  pre- 
sented the  allurement  of  danger,  irresistible  to  all 
generous  spirits.  The  obstinate  struggle  main- 
tained by  this  man  against  the  fearful  power  that 
oppressed  tlie  nation  is  one  of  the  marvels  of 
those  times.  l:^ver\'\vhere  present,  though  no- 
where to  be  seen,  as  skilful  in  laying  his  own 
snares  as  in  avoiding  those  of  the  enemy,  he  had 
the  most  prudent  agents  at  his  devotion  and  the 
most  active  spies  in  his  pay.  His  words  were 
even  more  insinuating  than  tlie  arguments  of  his 
purse  were  persuasive,  and  with  admiraljle  address 
he  had  gained  (wer  se\-eral  members  of  the  Con- 
vention, who,  il  circumstances  did  not  allow  dI 
their  rendering  him  any  uselnl  assistance,  at  least 
remained  lalthful  to  liim,  b\"  preserving"  invnolal^le 
silence,  upon  his  affairs. 

Unwearied   in    conspirac)',   no    sooner   had   his 
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enterprises    failed,    than    lie    began    again    with 
renewed  ardour,  and  fearlessly  remained  in  a  town 
where  a  price  had  been  set  upon  his  head.      His 
name  was    a   signal    for  serious    measures   being 
taken  and  the  strictest  possible  search  being  made. 
The  trackless  conspirator  had  many  impenetrable 
places  of  refuge  in  Paris  and  its  environs ;  but  his 
most  usual,  and  perhaps  securest  retreat,  was  in  the 
house  of  Cortey,  a  grocer,  in  the  Rue  de  la  Loi, 
whose    reputation   for   civism    had    recommended 
him    to    the    suffrages    of    his    fellow-citizens,    by 
whom  he  had  been  chosen  Captain  in  command  of 
the    National    Guard   of   the    Lepelleticn"    section, 
Cortc)'  also  (Mijoyed  the  friendship  of  Chretien,  a 
member    of    the    revolutionary    tribunal,     whose 
inHuence    was   all-powerful   in   the   committees  of 
that  section.      It  was  in  consequence  of  his  recom- 
mendation that  Cortey  Avas  appointed  one  of  the 
officers  of  the   |)Ost   to  whom    the    guard    of   the 
Temple    was    intrustedj   whenever    a    detachment 
from    their   battalion   formed    part  of   the   armed 
force  tliere.    Sheltered  by  the  revolutionary  renown 
of  his  host,  and   concealed  in  his  house,  Baron  de 
Batz  confided  his  plans  to  him  and  iVIichonis,  and 
in  concert  with  them,  took  all  the  measures  relating 
to  their  execution. 

The    first    time    Cortey    was   on    i^-uard    at  the  t'^*^ '■•"■"'■■ 
Temple    after    this    disclosure,   I^atz    desired    him  '/';■'•'"' 
to  include  him  under  a  fictitious  name  in  the  list 
of  the  men    whom   his  com^jany  furnislied  to  the 
i:)osL.  in  order  that  Ijeing  thus  introduced  into  the 
Tower,  he  might,  as  a  j)re]iminar)'  step,  be  enabled 
to  fi)rm  an  exact  idea  of  the  locality.      Tlic  oluccr  r  m;,;.rK-,; 
yielded  to  his  d(!sire,  and   ha\'ing  put  him  down  on 
the   roll  of  the  men    on    duty  under    th'e   name    of 
"  P'or^'et,"  he  thus   eave    him   admission    into  the 
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Precautions;  'Pe^-jple^  wlicrc  he  mounted  guard.  It  was  also 
necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  plan  agreed 
upon  to  wait  until  Cortey's  turn  on  guard  should 
coincide  with  IMichonis'  turn  on  duty.  The 
mutual  understanding  of  the  two  authorities  was 
indispensably  requisite,  and  several  days  passed 
before  the  Captain  and  the  Civil  Conimissary  were 
on  dutv  toci^ether.  Batz  took  advantage  of  this 
delay  to  secure,  conjointly  with  his  host,  the  assist- 
ance of  thirty  men  of  the  section,  whose  sentiments 
either  one  or  the  other  had  disco\-ered,  whose 
character  they  had  cause  to  appreciate,  or  whose 
discretion  they  had  tried. 

The  good- nature  of  Corte)-  seduced  some,  while 
the  flattering  words  of  Batz  persuaded  others. 
Michonis,  with  his  customary  prudence,  did  not 
appear  in  person  in  this  dangerous  recruiting. 
Ho\ve\'er,  he  reserved  as  bold  a  part  for  himself, 
when,  he  took  upon  him  to  direct  everything 
within  the  Tower. 

r,''ri^'"ar,d  ^i\\v.  cxpected  day  arrived.  The  officer  and 
the  municipal  were  on  duty  at  last  together. 
Cortey  entered  the  Temple  with  his  detachment, 
among  whom  figured  'TJe  Batz"  under  his  assumed 
name.  The  officer  of  the  post  arranged  the  turns 
of  dut)-  in  the  manner  the  most  favourable  for  the 
success  of  the  enterprise.  Twenty-eight  men  on 
whom  he  could  dejjend,  were  to  l)e  on  patrol  or 
sentry  from  midnight  u.ntil  two  o'clock  a.m.,  while 
tlic;  Ci\il  Commissary  on  his  part,  was  to  take 
measures  for  being  on  guard  himself  in  the  apart- 
ment of  the  Ro)al  b'amil)-  at  tlie  same  hour. 
Tl:e  men  on  sentry  on  the  staircase  of  the  Tower 
were  to  wear  a])0\e  their  uniforms  ample  military 
cic.'aks.  ?^lichonis  was  to  take  this  extra  clothing 
frcmi   them  and   dress   the    I'rincesses    in   it,   who 
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under  the  disp^uise  and  with  amis  in  their  hands, 
were  to  be  incorporated  with  a  patrol,  in  the 
midst  of  whom  the  child-King'  would  be  concealed. 
The  sentries  on  guard  in  the  courtyard  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  secret,  would  be  silent  if  the 
night  turned  out  bright  or  the  lamps  not  discreet. 
C"orte\'  was  to  command  the  numerous  patrol  in 
person,  and  have  the  great  gate  of  the  Temple 
opened  for  them.  A  prerogative  which  during  the 
night  belonged  only  to  the  olhcer  comnianding 
the  post.  Once  without  the  walls,  the  safet)-  of 
the  f^oyal  Famihy  was  certain.  Carriages  were 
]:)laced  ready  in  the  Rue  Chariot  to  insure  a  rapid 
th'ght.  1))'  this  street  the  patrol  would  pass,  and 
was  then  to  leave  the  prisoners  together  with  IJe 
Ijatz,  Michonis,  Cortey,  and  several  otliers,  wiio, 
like  them,  had  entered  on  this  forlorn  hope.      The  ^?''.""'^-" 

i  .  iii:;.ity  at 

day  v^'hich  had  passed  over  without  an\'  si'm  of '"•:'•'■  •\ - 
bad  weather  seemed  to  give  hope  of  a  ia\'0ura1jle  v""-^- 
night.  It  was  half- past  eleven  o'clock.  ?*Iichonis 
had  been  some  time  on  duty  in  the  apartment  of 
the  prisoners,  and  his  colleagues  were  resting  or 
playing  in  the  council-room,  with  the  exception  of 
Simon,  who  had  left  tlie  'I'ower  about  an  hour 
before. 

All    the    men    who   were  to    enter    upon   tiieir 
turn  of  duty  at  midnight  were  at  their  post,  when  inJniTu'ui 
suddenly  Simon  arrived,  and  noisily  entering  the  nuumjii- 
guard-room,  he  roughly  ordered  the  roll  of  all  the 
men  present  to  be  called. 

"  I  am  most  happy  to  see  you  here,"  said  he  to 
Cortey,  "  I  should  not  be  easy  witliout  your  pre- 
sence."     M.  de  Batz  savr  that  all  was  discovered,  p..  r.i--. 
and    the    thought    came    into    his    head    to    blow  u',,;"""''"''' 
Simon's  brains  out  and  to  attempt  the  escape  by 
torce.      But   speedily  mastering   his   hrst   impulse. 
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he  reflected   that  the  explosion    of  fire-arms    by 

caiisini^  a  c^cneral  stir,  would   ruin  his  enterprise 

and   probably  agora vate  the  sad  condition  of  the 

Royal   l-'amily.      He    reflected   that  the  posts  on 

the  staircase  and  on  the  Tower  were  not  )'et  in 

his  possession,  and  that  the  very  men  around  him 

on  whom  he  mio-ht  rely  for  passive   co-operation 

would  perhaps  fail  him  if  the  question  became  one 

of  a  strug-gle.  and  after  all,  of  almost  certain  death, 

Batz    remained    immovable    after     the    roll    call. 

Simon  re-     Siuion  wcut  up  to  the   Tower  and  displayed  an 

Midionisat  Order    from    the    Council-General,    commandincr 

the  lerapic.  ]\];iQi-jQi-jjg   j-q   give    over   his   charge  to    him    and 

instantly     repair    to    th(i    Commune.       ^^lichonis 

heard     it    without    surprise,     and    unhesitatingly 

Michonis     obeyed.      He    met    Cortey    in    the    outer    court. 

meets  J  ^  _  V  _ 

curtcy.  "  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?"'  he  said  to 
him.  "  Be  easy,"  replied  the  Captain,  in  a  low 
voice,  "  Forget  is  gone." 

Pro=;encc  of  The  head  of  the  post  had  not  indeed  lost  a 
minute.  As  soon  as  Simon  had  left  him  to  go  up 
to  the  Tower,  he  had,  on  pretence  of  a  noise  in 
the  next  street,  sent  out  a  patrol  of  eight  men,  who 
were  but  seven  in  number  when  they  return(;d. 
The  coolness  of  Batz,  and  presence  of  mind  of 
Cortey,  had  sa\ed  the  lives  of  all. 

Simon  had  not  been  idle  ;  he  had  instituted  a 
strict  search  in  the  apartment  of  the  Princesses  in 
the  Tower  and  in  all  the  outbuildings  witliin  tlie 
enclosure  ;  he  had  examined  all  the  men  on  duty 
— but  all  his  inquiries  w(ire  fruitless.  Nothing  at 
all  suspicious  was  visii)le  witliin  the  Temple 
bounds,  Vi'here  all  was  as  ([uiet  as  usual.  iYshamcxl 
of  tlie  useless  alarm  he  had  occasioned,  Sinion 
tlien  doubled  tlie  number  of  men  on  duty,  en- 
d(;avouring  to  gi\e  weight  to  an   idea  of  danger, 
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in  which  he  no  longer  himself  believed,  by  the 
precautions  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  take. 

Simon  thus  accounted  for  his  sudden  intrusion  :  ^imnn'. 
"A    irendarme   on   duty   at  the   Temi)le   had,   at -•' i''^ 
about  nine   o'clock  that  evening,   found   a   paper,  v-^v^^- 
without  an}' address,  lying-  on  the  pavement  before 
the  great  gate,   within  the  second  fold  of  which 
were  written  these  words  :   '  ]\Iichonis  will  betray 
)-ou  this  evening.     Watch.'  '' 

The  crendarme  havinci'  opened  the  paper,  rrave  ' -^'^'''^  ""• 
it  to  Simon,  the  only  one  of  the  six  commissaries 
with  whom  he  was  personally  acquainted.  Sinion 
repaired  with  this  note  in  all  haste  to  the  Council- 
General,  who  ordered  him  to  reli(;ve  his  colleague, 
and  desire  him  to  repair  without  delay  to  the  bar 
of  the  Commune. 

Obedient    to  the    summons,    Michonis    had    to '^'"'i™-\ 
undergo  a  most  rigid  examination.      He  answered  *"""c>i 

o         _  _   i>  (.ieneral. 

all  questions  skilfully,  refuted  with  authoritative 
honesty  of  manner,  the  testimony  of  an  anonymous 
paper  forged  bysome  politicalenemy,andalso,  which 
was  indeed  the  case,  represented  Simon  to  be  his  per- 
sonal eneni}-.  The  open  countenance  and  apparent 
candour  of  the  accused  had  already  won  him  an 
acquittal  from  his  supposed  crime.  When  next  ? 
(■vening  his  adversary  of  the  previous  night  having  i;'. 
given  an  account  of  the  meagre  results  of  his  mis- 
sion, the  Council-General  remained  impressed  with  ii-^impr 
the  conviction,  that ;  although  Simon  witli  his  rest- 
less temper,  might  be  capable  of  imagining  a  con- 
spiracy, Michonis,  with  his  frank  disj^osition,  was 
([uite  incapable  of  forming  owii.—  ■''  JLckard's  Mc- 
iiioii'cs  Ilisiorigucs  sur  Louis  XVIIi'  and  '•  Bcau- 
cJicsiics  Louis  XJ^LIi' 

Thus   mere   accident  prevailed   over   tlie  v\-ell-  H;-- ;-:: 


tnoM  i 
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orgranised  plans  of  the  intrepid   Royalists,  at  the 
moment,  when  their  heroism  seemed  crowned  witli 
success. 
M.inc  On  Marie  Antoinette's  removal  to  the  prison  of 

Ant  .inette  ■•- 

ciert-orVe!"'   tho    Conciorgeric,    she    found     in    Monsieur    and 
The unrdens  Madame     Richard     (tlie    Avardens    of    the    Con- 

aiid  the  ^ 

^'"'"''""        cierg-erie)  sympathy,  who  alleviated  her  prison  life. 
Whatever  kindness    Madame  could   possibly   an- 
ticipate, she  did  without  hesitation, 
M.idnme  Many   Municipals  joined   secretly  in    plots    to 

!'i".Vh"'""    eff'sct  the  Queen's  escape,  and  Madame  Richard 
favoured  the  introduction  of  these  devoted  men 
into  the  prison.     She  cleverly  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the    gendarmes    on    guard    in   the    ante- 
chamber during  these  rapid  interviews. 
Michonisat       jNIichouis,   a  member  of  the   Municipality  and 
ciersorie.      Admiuistrator  of  Police,  Avho  had  already  proved 
his  devotion  to  the  Royal  Family  in  the  Temple 
at  the  peril  of  his  life,  continued  the  same  devo- 
tion in  the  Conciergerie. 
The  By  his    favour    a    Ro)-alist   gentleman,    named 

Kou^'evjiio    Roueeville,  was  introduced  into  the  cell  of  Marie 

J,',■lm^   Mil-  O  ' 

rh!n')ucl'.V.;  Antoinette,  on  entering  which  the  Chevalier  per- 
R.,n,oviiio  ceived  Her  Majesty  recollected  him.  After  some 
ri!;!^.,',"'"'  ^"^'Oi't^l^  of  no  consequence,  he  pretended  to  believe 
a  pink  he  had  would  be  agreeable  to  the  OuecMi, 
and  pn'sented  it  to  her ;  she  accepted  it,  and 
being  apprised  by  a  look  to  secrete  it,  withdrc'w 
to  a  corner,  and  found  a  paper  and  read  it. 
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Her  Majesty  had  begun  to  trace  witli  a  pin  a  d'f,'.a,;7i,r 
negative,  when  one  of  the  gendarmes  on   duty  at  v.ruin-! 
the  door  of  the  cell  suddenly  entc^red,  and  seized 
the   paper.      The   prison  was   immediately   in   an  •^''■'""' 
uproar,  and  a  denunciation  made  to  the  Commune, 
and  to  the  Committee  of  Puljlic  Safety.      AI.  de  7h  ,• 
Rougeville,  however,  escaped.  vv_a;.c,. 

Thus   loyalty   and   devotion  w(!re   incessant   in  i-'-'y-''ty  •"■'' 
endeavouring    to    accomplish    the    deliverance    of 
incarcerated  rovaltw      No  plan  was  too  darincf  to 
essay,  for  courage  and  determination  foster  hope. 

Although  th.e  above  and  other  attempts  at  de-  ^'^'^^"^'-"'' 
liverance  were   unsuccessful,  such   did  not   render 
unsuccessful    Louis    XX'II.'s    liberation    from  the 
Temple. 

If  the  facts  connected  with  the  Temple  captive, 
from  after  October,  1793,  till  June,  1795,  are  con- 
sidered v;ith  a  spirit  of  impartiality  and  a  desire  to 
ascertain  the  veritable  history  of  Louis  XVIL,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  ignore  the  fact,  of  his  de- 
liverance from  the  Temple. 


IV. 

IDENTITY  AND  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE. 

Urn  hin  ^-^'  connection  with  the  Dauphin  history,  there  is 
very  important  particulars  respecting  identity,  the 
Dauphin  havino^  had  certain  pecuharities,  which 
are  authenticated  b)-  the  most  distinguished  official 
attestation,  existed  on  the  reputed  Augustus 
Meves. 

Hu birth.  Charles  Louis,  the  second  son  of  Louis  XYI. 
and   Marie  Antoinette,  was  born  at  the  Palace  of 

Created  Due  Versailles,  on   the   27th   March,    1785.      He   was 

lie  Nor- 

mandie.  created  Due  de  Normandie.  which  no  son  of 
France  had  borne  since  the  fourth  son  of 
Charles  VI L,  and   was  usually  called    Le   Prince 

He  becomes  Royal.      At  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  in  June, 

JJaiiphiii.  , 

I  789,  he  succeeded  to  the  title  of  "  Dauphin,"  and 
was   thence    styled,    Louis    Charles,    Dauphin    of 
P^  ranee. 
fon-enitai         Louls    XVII.    at    hls    birth    had    a    congenital 

and  arciden- 

^;''//'^''j;):;,;""' appearance    on    his    right    breast,     '' coniuic   deux 
iJaui'iiiiK      niaincllcs^,'  of  two  teats,  otherwise  a  mole  over  the 
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nipple.  /vt  his  inoculation  he  received  a  deep 
wound,  which  left  a  lar^re  scar  on  his  rio;ht  arm. 
During  his  incarceration  in  the  Tower  of  the 
Temple,  upon  attempting  to  pass  the  guards  to 
plead  for  his  father's  life,  he  accidentally  struck 
his  left  wrist  on  the  point  of  one  of  the  guards' 
bayonet,  thereb)'  wounding-  himself.  Also  whilst 
confined  in  the  Temple,  in  October,  1793,  the  in- 
famous Hebert  desired  him  to  sign  a  paper  rela- 
tive to  the  dishonour  of  the  Queen,  and  upon  his 
refusal  to  comply,  this  fanatic  illtreated  him,  from 
the  effect  of  which  he  received  a  wound  on  the 
temple  over  the  left  eye. 

The  above  marks  are   certified  existed  on  the  sutcmcnt. 
reputed   Augustus   Meves — for  proof,  the  follow- 
I-ng  : 

"  I    hereb)'  certify,  that   I   have   examined   ]Mr.  noaoi 
Augustus  Meves,  aged  about  sevent)'-three  years,  Ccniikau:. 
and  that  he  has  a  slight  scar  on  his  left  wrist :  one 
over  the   left   eye,    another  on   the   left  instep,    a 
large  mark  on  his  right  arm   from  the  operation  of 
inoculation,    also    a   mole   over   the   right    nip|)le. 
another  on  the  middle  of  the  stomach,  and  several 
moles  or  blood-spots  over  the  front  of  his  chest. 
"  Edward  Xiavtox,  F.R.C.S. 

'■30,  Fitzroy  Siiuare.  Dccciitbcr  \2,th,  1858."' 

The  sudden  demise  of  tlie  reiDuted  Mr.  Au^iis- Dcnii--nf 

^  *  l...in.  X\I1. 

tus  Meves,  "Louis  X\'II.,"'  occasioned  :\  posf- 
iuoiiciii  examination,  which  v.as  in.trusted  to  Dr. 
Andrew,    of     the    University    College    Hospital, 
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His  sons      London.     Previous    to    the   examination,    Louis 

ri-(nicst  to 

'luiMn''''  XVI I/s  two  eldest  sons  requested  Dr.  Andrew 
to  be  particular  in  examining  certain  marks  and 
scars,  as  indicated  in  Dr.  Newton's  certificate,  "a 
cop}'  being  given  to  Dr.  Andrew,"  as  such  were 
of  particular  consequence  in  proving  deceased's 
identity  to  certain  property  he  should  have  In- 
herited in  France. 

On  the  day  of  inquest,  previous  to  the  coroner, 
"  Mr.  Wakley,"  proceeding  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  death,  the  deceased's  sons  expressed  a  desire 
to  speak  with  him  privately.  On  seeing  I\lr. 
Weakley  he  was  requested  to  interrogate  Dr. 
Andrew  as  to  the  marks  and  scars  existing  on 
deceased,  and  to  draw  up  an  official  certllicate  of 
the  same.  He  inquired  for  what  purpose  the  cer- 
tificate was  required,  or  were  there  any  suspicion 
violence  had  been  used.  The  reply  was,  there 
was  no  reason  to  imagine  violence  had  been  used, 
but  that  the  marks  existed  from  blrlh,  and  the 
scars  had  occurred  from  various  accidents  which 
had  happened  to  deceased  during  his  early  youth. 
Mr.  Wakle)'  being  desirous  of  knowing  the  real 
ol)ject  of  the  request,  and  finding  It  essential  to 
siUlsfy  him,  well  knowing,  had  the  subject  b(.:en 
allov.'ed  lo  ]).is-.,  v.'Ithoiit  directing  official  medical 
attt:rition  t(j  llie  marks  and  sccirs,  it  would  have 
subsequenll}-  been  impossiljle  to  satisfy  public 
credence,    that    such    had    existed    on    deceased, 
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when  their  existence  constituted  material  evidence, 
as  provini^  deceased's  identity  with  the  son  of 
Louis  XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette.  Under  the 
circumstances  the  foHowing'  statement  was  made  : 
"  That  there  was  every  reason  to  beheve,  from  the 
facts  of  deceased's  hfe,  that  he  was  no  other  than 
'  Louis  Charles,  the  Dauphin  of  France,  son  of 
Louis  XVL,  King  of  France,'"  Mr.  Wakley  then 
said  he  would  direct  Dr.  Andrew's  attention  to  the 
request. 

Durinq;  the  inquiry,  Dr.  Newton's  certificate  (>ft-,c;ai 
was  placed  in  Court.  Dr.  Andrew  was  then  ;;fjl|^ 
questioned  as  to  the  existence  of  the  marks  and 
scars  specified,  and  stated,  he  could  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  the  whole  of  Dr.  Newton's  certificate,  ex- 
cept ;  that,  of  the  "  middle  of  the  stomach,''  how- 
ever ;  he  found  a  mark  corresponding",  midway 
between  the  navel  and  pubes. 

Mr.  \Vakle\'  tlien  requested   to   know  whetlier  p';--'';'--'^" 
it  was  desirable  to  make  any  statement,  and,  if  so,  ^"^ ''''^'■^■■■ 
vre  could   retire  and  consider  iipion  it.      Availing 
ourselves  ot   tlie  otter  v.'e  consulted  and  wrote  out 
a   statenient,  which    }-lr.    William    Mcves,   as   the 
eldest   son,  on    re-entering    the    Court    and   feeing 
duh'  sworn,   read,  viz.  : — "  The    deceased    gentle-  .-tau-tnt 
man  Vv\':s   m\-  father,  who  alwaxs  led  us  to  belic\"e, 
from    the  marks  on   his  person  and  other  circum- 
stances, that  he  was   Louis   Charles   de    Bourbon, 
son  of  Louis  XVL,  King  of  1*" ranee,  and  he   had 
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lately  written  his  life,  which  is,  at  the  present  time, 
in   the  hands  of    Mr.    Bentley,  the  publisher,  of 
New  Burlington  Street." 
nr.  Andrew       Qu  callin<'-  on  Dr.  Andrew,  he  observed,  had  he 
aiKiTcart     knowu  thc  certificate  was  required  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, he  would    have    instituted   a   committee    of 
medical  men  to  have  been  present  during  the/^i-/- 
vioi'teni,  and    have  taken    notes   on  the  different 
particulars. 
Re-evamina-      Y)t.  Audrew  ao'ain  examined  the  different  marks 

tiun  ot  the  •-> 

Tcars^y'      iu  cottipauy  with  Dr.  Ringer,  so  as  to  be  able  to 

Di-s.  Andreu- 

and  Ringer,  g^yg  ^  precisc  dcscHption  as  to  their  appearance. 
The  following  is  their  joint  certificate  :■ — 

Their  certiti-  "  Havlug  becn  appointed  by  Mr.  Wakley 
(Coroner)  to  make  7\.  post-inortan  examination  on 
the  body  of  Mr.  Augustus  Meves,  this  gentleman 
having  died  suddenly  while  riding  in  a  cab,  my 
attention  has  been  particularly  called  to  the  follow- 
ing external  marks  :— 

"  Four  scars,  quite  apparent,  but  evidently  of 
considerable  age,  the  colour  being  nearly  that  of 
the  surrounding  skin.  One  of  these,  irregular  in 
outline,  is  on  the  left  instep. 

"  Another,  linear  in  form,  one  inch  in  length, 
and  transverse  in  direction,  is  on  the  front  of  the 
left  wrist,  at  tlic  base  of  the  thumb. 

"  The  tlu'rd,  irregularly  triangular,  one  inch  and 
a  ([uarter  in  leriglh,  is  abo\'e  aiul  lo  the  left  of  the 
lelt  e)c,  extending  inwards  iVom  the  temple,  and 
slightK"  encroaching  on  the  (ix'ebrow. 

"'Die  toui'tb,.  irregularly  ruunded,  about  three 
quarters  of  an  inch   in  diameter,  is   on  the   outer 
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side  of  the  right  arm,  and  at  its  upper  third, 
seemingly  from  inoculation,  but  a  larger  scar  than 
usual. 

"  A  mole,  well  defmed,  about  the  size  of  half  a 
small  pea,  very  dark  in  colour,  situated  above  the 
nipple,  and  about  half  an  inch  from  it ;  in  addition, 
several  blood-spots  are  scattered  over  the  front  of 
the  chest,  and  one  much  larcjer  than  the  rest  is 
placed  midway  between  the  navel  and  pubes. 

"  Similar  statements  to  these  were  made  by  me 
on  oath  before  Air.  Wakley  on  the  day  of  in- 
quest, 

"  EdwyxV  Andrew,  M.D.   Loxd., 
"  Resident  Medical  Oliicer  at  University  College  Hospital. 

'■'Saturday,  May  \^th,  1859." 

"  Having  examined  the  body  with  Dr.  Andrew, 
I  certify  that  the  above  statements  are  quite 
correct. 

"Sydney  Ringer,  M.R.C.S., 

''  Physician-Assistant  at  University  College  Hospital. 
''May  14///,  1S59." 

There  beino-  an  omission  in  Dr.  Andrew's  Cer-  interview 

<->  witn  Dr. 

tificate  as  to  which  side  the  natural  appearance  on  -■^"^'*=''- 
tlie  breast  of  the  two  teats  were,  he  was  seen  on 
the  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  requested  to  Request. 
explain  how,  in  the  first  instance,  the  subject 
respecting  the  marks  had  been  brought  under 
his  notice,  and  for  him  to  state  his  opinion  as 
to  the  probability  how  the  marks  were  occa- 
sioned, that  is,  through  what  agenc}-.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  was  written  to  Dr.  Andrew  :-  - 
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Dr' An'th-ew  "  ^^^' — ^^^  ^^^  tuTiQ  I  deslrecl  a  Certificate  for  the 
marks  on  my  late  father,  I  directed  your  attention 
to  them  through  Doctor  Newton's  Certificate,  it  not 
being  my  intention  then  to  have  made  pubHc 
the  claim,  but  only  to  have  attested  the  Certificate 
officially,  knowing,  had  the  occasion  offered  been 
past,  I  should  never  have  been  able  to  stamp  the 
truth  of  the  identity.  As  you  found  the  marks, 
&c.,  corresponding,  as  stated  in  Doctor  Newton's 
Certificate,  you  not  then  knowing  the  motive  for  a 
Certificate  until  after  the  statement  made  by  you 
before  Mr.  Wakley.  Such  being  the  case,  you 
would  favour  me  by  stating  such,  as  it  will  show 
you  were  not  influenced  or  biassed  by  any  remark 
I  might  have  previously  made,  as  I  merely  observed 
the  Certificate  was  desired  so  as  to  claim  property 
by  identity  in  France.  Likewise,  whether  you  re- 
member what  class  '  mole'  the  one  which  existed 
on  the  breast,  whether  pustulous  or  otherwise,  and 
the  side  it  was  situated,  as  it  is  omitted  in  Doctor 
Ringer  and  your  Certificate,  it  being  necessary  to 
be  critical,  and  to  refer  to  the  '  Photograph'  Dr. 
Ringer  and  yourself  placed  your  signatures  to,  as 
being  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Augustus  Meves,  as  the 
generality  are  apt  to  discredit  statements  without 
they  are  properly  ratified.  Also  to  mention  the 
stature  of  deceased  in  reference  to  cuibonpoijit,  &c. 
And  whether  you  think  the  scar  on  the  right 
arm  was  one  likely  to  be  caused  from  inoculation, 
and  the  one  on  the  left  instep  from  a  wound 
received  by  a  prong  of  a  buckle.  Also,  whether 
the  scar  over  the  left  eye  was  one  likely  to  be 
occasioned  from  being  thrust  against  a  door,  and 
the  mark  on  the  left  wrist  as  one  resulting  from  the 
wound  of  a  bayonet,  or  some  such  similar  instru- 
ment.     Likewise,  whether  such  a  mark  could  be 
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caused  as  the  appearance  on  the  '  right  breast,'  and 
if  ag-e  would  in  any  way  diminish  its  contour,  and 
whether  at  birth  such  might  have  appeared  as 
another  nipple  or  teat. 

"  About  twenty  years  ago  my  father  caught  the 
scarlet  fever,  after  which  he  thoucrht  the  marks 
and  scars  were  not  near  so  visible. — Yours  Truly, 

''  Augustus  Meves. 
"Edutn  Andrew,  j\I.D., 
"  26//;  November,  1859.'' 

Dr.  Andrew's  reply  : — 

"  Being  requested  by  the  sons  of  the  late  Mr. 
Augustus  Meves  to  explain  more  fully  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  official  examination 
of  their  father's  body,  I  may  state,  that  on  May 
the  Qth  I  Avas  summoned  by  the  porter  of  Univer- 
sity Hospital  to  see  a  gentleman,  supposed  to  be 
in  a  dying  state,  who  had  just  been  driven  to  the 
door  in  a  cab.  I  at  once  proceeded  to  the  spot, 
and  found  him  seated  in  a  corner  of  the  vehicle, 
with  his  body  in  an  upright  position,  but  life 
was  quite  extinct,  althour^h  the  body  was  stil' 
warm. 

"  Finding  that  he  had  passed  be)-ond  all  earthly 
means  of  restoration,  I  had  him  at  once  removed, 
and  sent  a  message  in  due  form  to  the  Coroner. 
During  the  period  which  elapsed,  before  I  received 
tlie  necessary  warrant  from  the  Coroner,  the  son, 
Mr.  William  Mev(:s,  called  on  mc;  to  desire  that  I 
would  be  especially  careful  in  noting  any  marks 
jr.esenting  themselves  on  his  lather's  bociy,  as 
these  observations  might  be  very  important  in 
si'.pporting  certain  claims  to  property  to  which  he 
considered   his    father    had    an    undoubted    riu'ht. 


Letter  fr^-m 
1.1  r.  A  re  rev.' 
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At  the  same  time  he  showed  me  the  copy  of  a 
Certificate  given  by  a  medical  gentleman,  a  Mr. 
Newton,  of  Fitzroy  Square.  My  attention  being 
thus  especially  directed,  I  examined  very  closely 
the  surface  of  the  body,  the  results  of  which 
examination  I  have  previously  given  in  a  medical 
Certificate,  and  they  were  also  stated  by  me  on 
oath  before  the  Coroner.  On  reading,  however, 
my  Certificate  a  second  time,  I  noticed  one  defi- 
ciency, which  my  memory  readily  supplied — viz., 
that  with  regard  to  the  position  of  the  large  'mole,' 
which  should  have  been  mentioned  to  have  been 
situated  over  the  'right  nipple.'  This  mole  was 
very  distinct  and  prominent  at  the  post-mortem, 
and  I  can  well  conceive  it  might  have  been  readily 
mistaken  for  a  second  nipple  during  childhood  by 
a  casual  observer,  especially  if  it  presented  such  a 
character  at  that  period  of  life ;  whether,  how- 
ever, it  has  remained  stationary  from  birth,  or 
became  enlarged  proportionally  with  the  whole 
body,  I  should  not  feel  justified,  with  my  present 
experience,  in  offering  an  opinion. 

"  As  to  the  scars,  the  most  probable  inference 
is,  '  that  the  linear  one,'  situated  on  the  left  wrist, 
was  produced  by  a  sharp  cutting  instrument, 
while  those  on  the  instep  and  on  the  temple  w('rc 
caused  by  blunt  agents.  As  to  the  form  or  natun; 
of  these  instruments  it  would  be  impossible  to 
niake  any  trustworthy  statement. 

"Again  as  to  the  height  and  stature:  Mr. 
Meves  was  above  the  middle  height,  rather  cor- 
pulent, with  features  and  hair,  t\:c.,  indicating  the 
aire  which  he  was  considered  to  be  ;  but  all  the 
minute  facts  with  reference  to  tliese  points  may  be 
better  ascertained  by  examining  a  photograph,  to 
which    I   have  placed  my  signature,  after  noting 
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and  observing  the  exact  likeness  to  the  face  of  the 
deceased. 

"In  conchision,  I  may  add,  that  these  various 
statements  and  explanations  have  been  made  by 
me  with  the  only  motive  of  eliciting  the  truth  of 
this  apparent  mystery,  being  perfectly  unacquainted 
with  any  member  of  the  iVIeves  family,  and  being 
influenced  by  no  remuneration,  which  I  have  not 
received  or  desired. 

"  Edwvx  Andrew,   M.D.  Loxd., 

"  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
"  To  Mr.  W.  Meves, 
''December  dth,  1S59." 


Letter  to  Mr.  Wakley  : — 

"Sir, — If    not   troublino;    you    too    much,   you  letter  to 

1  ,  111-  1  .^.     -^  \  -Mr.  Wakley. 

Avouid  much  oblige  by  givmg  an  account,  under 
what  circumstances  the  importance  of  the  marks 
and  scars  existing  on  my  late  father,  were  brought 
under  your  notice  previous  to  the  examination 
before  the  jury,  it  being  then  absolutely  necessary 
to  obtain  Certificates  officially  corroborated,  for  had 
the  occasion  been  passed,  I  should  never  hav(^ 
been  able  to  gain  credence  respecting  their  exist- 
ence, thereby  necessitating  the  statement  made;  in 
order  to  make  the  subject  clear.  Likewise, 
Doctor  Andrew's  cross-examination  respecting  the 
marks.  Also,  during  the  proceedings  when  you 
requested  to  know  whether  it  was  desirable  to 
make  any  statement,  and  what  subsequent  state- 
ment was  placed  in  Court.  i\nd  whether  )ou 
can  recollect  the  appearance  of  the  '  mole"  o\"er  the 
nipple  on  the  right  breast,  and  the  general  appear- 
ance of  my  late  father." 
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"  Would   you    comply   with   the   request,    you 
would    much   oblige,   as    it   is  desirable   to   place 
every  fact  concerning  my  father  beyond  dispute. 
"  Yours  most  respectfully, 

"William  Meves." 
"  T.  Wakley,  Esq., 

"  \Qth  December,  1859." 

The  following  is  the  reply  : — 

liV'^vS:".  ''On  the  1 2th  day  of  May  last  I  held  an 
inquest  at  '  The  Wellington,'  University  Street,  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Pancras,  on  the  body  of  Mr. 
Augustus  Antoine  Cornelius  Meves,  late  of  35, 
University  Street.  Previously  to  my  proceeding 
to  view  the  body,  a  gentleman,  who  stated  he  was 
a  son  of  the  deceased,  requested  me  lo  examine 
particularly  certain  marks  on  his  father's  bod}', 
which  I  did  in  accordance  with  his  desire.  They 
strictly  corresponded  with  the  description  given  of 
them  by  Dr.  Andrew  in  his  evidence  at  the 
inquest." 

"  Thomas  Weakley. 

"Coroner  for  Middlesex. 

"  Office,  T.  Eedford  Street,  Strand,  London, 
"  December  27///,  1859." 


Remark  =: 


In  remarking  on  the  question  of  identity,  is  it 
not  more  than  singular,  it  may  be  said  extraor- 
dinary, that  each  individual  mark  and  scar  attri- 
buted to  the  Dauphin  was  identified  existing  on 
the  reputed  y\ugustus  Meves  ?  Perhaps  not  one  in 
a  generation  would  be  born  with  such  an  extra- 
ordinary a|:>pearance  on  the  right  breast,  as  that 
which    existed    on    the    Dauphin.       This   natural 
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mark  is  of  such  charactenstic   meaning,    that   its 
existence,  alone  ;  is  sufficient  identity  evidence. 

Regarding  the  two   teats  on  the  right  breast,  i^fc'^t'-"- 
the   inference   is,   that  while  the  natural   teat,  as 
common  to  man,   has    enlarged,  the  appearance, 
designated  the  second  teat,  has  remained  stationary 
from  birth,  and  that  its  appearance,  then,  would 
have  been  as  large  as  at  any  period  of  life.      Thus  [tZlllLy. 
the  identity  evidence  establishes  more  emphatically  '<:^~^^- 
than  words  the  truth  of  the  claim  preferred. 

^Faterial 

Whatever  is  material  bearing  on  the  issue  of '^'''^="''=- 
the  deliverance  of  the  Dauphin-king  from  the 
Temple,  is  recorded  in  the  ^  Autobiography  of  Louis 
XVII.^  published  at  Ridgway's,  Piccadilly, 
London.  Names,  "  not  inferences,''  and  every 
possible  information  is  given,  so  as  to  enable  the 
reader  to  arrive  at  a  definite  conclusion  as  to  the 
real  fate  of  Louis  Charles,  Prince  Royal,  Dauphin 
of  France. 


V. 

LOUIS  XVII. 'S  CAREER  FROM   1838 
TILL  HIS  DEMISE. 

LoLiisxvii.  Ix  followino-  the  career  of  the  Dauphin,  he  lost 

ill  1838.  _  '^    ^  •*• 

considerably  in  South  American  j\Iining  Shares 
Ikmhom'"  ^^  1^38.  From  the  year  1840  he  principally  fol- 
1359."  lowed  the  musical  profession  in  arranging  works 
."dauri-''   ^cir  different  publishers.      He  lived  till  the  9th  of 

i\Iay,  1S59,  and  was  held  in  the  highest  regard 
Hi. inter-     for  his  irenial  and  estimable  qualities.      His  inter- 

inciu.  ^-*  ■'■ 

ment  took  place  the  i6th  of  the  same   month  at 
Brompton  Cemetery. 
lact versus       Such,  then,  is  the  true  life  of   the  second  son 

c.vpcdiciU. 

of  Louis  XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette,  although; 
the  revolutionary  expedient,  "  politically  con- 
sidered," has  prevailed. 


VI. 

INTERROGATORY  AND  APPEAL. 

Ix  conclusion,  should  France  eventually  deter- 1'""'-^ 
mine  reinstating  the  Legitimate  Hereditary 
Monarchy,  why  should  the  eldest  son  of  Louis 
XVII.,  "  Auguste  de  Bourbon,"  who  by  birth 
represents  the  actual  legal  Hereditary  Monarchy, 
obsequiously  give  place  to  the  pretensions  of  Le 
Comte  de  Chambord,  or;  the  ambition  of  an  Or- 
lean  ? 

Symbolically,  justice  consists  in  awarding,  with-  Appeal 
out  fear  or  favour,  what  is   lawful  and  just.      Let 
justice,  then,  with  its  inalienable  attributes,  prevail 
in  the  interpretation  of  the  present  particulars,  is 
the  only  request  asked. 


THE    END. 


PILLING   AND   SONS,    I'KI.NTCii.S,   GUILDFOKD,    SL'KKLV. 
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